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From the President 

Bill Elwell 
The summer car season is here.  By the time you read 

this we’ll be well into the summer season where it seems like 
there’s a car event every weekend.  There are many many 
opportunities to get out to a club events this summer.  While I 
will miss a few of the events, I’ll be at most of them.  I 
encourage you to pick an event and come join us.  I look 
forward to meeting you. 

PNWR event registration.  As a PCA member, you can 
register for and attend events held by any region, not just the 
region you belong to.  Recently, however, there have been 
some issues with registering for PNWR events if you weren’t a 
PNWR member.  Those issues have been resolved, so let me 
tell you how to properly register for PNWR events.  When you 
find a PNWR event that you’d like to attend, go to the event 
registration page and scroll down to the bottom and check the 
box “PCA, non PNWR member”. Fill in your name above and it 
will lead you through the process.  If you run into any issues, 
please contact me so we can iron out any kinks. 

New contributors.  One thing that you should notice 
about this newsletter is that we have a couple new contributors.  
Konrad Klett wrote a piece about buying his Boxster.  Thank 

you Konrad.  For the rest of you who are reading this right 
now, where is your story about your first Porsche purchase? 

The other new contribution comes from Bill Corrigan.  Bill 
attended the Porsche Sport Driving School in Leeds, Alabama.  
He wrote a wonderful story about his experience.  I asked Bill 
to split the story into two parts.  In this issue, you’ll read Part 1 
which, of course, ends with J. R. Ewing being shot by an 
unknown assailant.  You’ll just have to wait for the next issue to 
find out, “who shot JR?”  What?  You don’t know about J. R. 
Ewing?  I’m afraid you’ll need to Google it.  Sorry   Anyway, 
thank you Bill. 

We’re still looking for some good help.  In our 
search to fill board and chair position vacancies, we have good 
news and bad news to report.  The good news is that Dave 
Ferguson has stepped up to take the membership chair position.  
The not so good news is that none of the other vacancies have 
been filled yet.  We still have openings for secretary, 
newsletter, advertising, and charity.  If you are interested in 
knowing a little more about any of these positions drop me a 
line. 

Feel free to drop me a line at billelwell@hotmail.com.  I 
hope to see you at an event soon.

From the SOCIAL/EVENT CHAIR 

Maryann Elwell 
It seems that we jumped right from winter rain to summer 

with all the warm temperatures.  This has led to some great 
weather for our past several driving events.  I want to thank 
Brian Forde for putting together our Sunday Drive to Sequim 
on May 21st and a really fun Rally to Vashon Island on June 
24th.  Thanks to Bill Elwell and Alex Raphael for a great Tech 
Session on detailing at MAXRPM in May.  Also many thanks to 
Brett Burroughs for all his hard work putting together the Walla 
Walla Winery Tour on Father’s Day weekend.  Although I was 
unable to attend, I heard from several attendees what a great 
time everyone had! 

In addition to our monthly Membership/Board meetings, 
mostly on the 2nd Wednesday of the month at the 
McCormick’s Clubhouse, we have quite a variety of other 
events coming up to get everyone involved. 

Don’t forget that we are bringing back the Porsches on the 
Pier Charity Car Show in Port Angeles on Sunday July 30th.  
The night before, we will hold our monthly member meeting 
and dinner at Downriggers Restaurant at the pier.  Thanks to 
Kathy Fitzpatrick Owens for volunteering to host the ice cream 
social after the car show at her home in Sequim.  We are hoping 
to have at least 30 Porsches on display and raise as much money 
as we can for the local VIMO (Volunteers in Medicine in the 
Olympics) Clinic with donations from our members.  If you 
plan to attend the car show, please send in your tax deductible 
donation of $25 per car as soon as possible.  We also encourage 
members who cannot attend to donate as well.  Checks can be 

made out to either “OPR-PCA” or the “VIMO Clinic”.  To find 
out more about VIMO, check out their website at 
http://www.vimoclinic.org/. 

Our new member welcome picnic has been schedule for 
August 6th.  Anna Hoey and Kip Sparber have again agreed to 
host the event at their lovely home in Belfair.  This is a great 
event that you won’t want to miss.  It is a perfect setting for 
newer members to get to know fellow members and for 
socializing. 

Our next big weekend event will be our event to 
Vancouver Island from September 8th-11th.  Please see the 
event details in this newsletter.  We’ll be staying at Painters 
Lodge on Vancouver Island (Campbell River) on the banks of 
Discovery Pass.  There will be a Saturday rally out to Gold 
River, Saturday evening boat cruise with wine & appetizers, 
Sunday driving tour to Telegraph Point for lunch, and a 
Northwest BBQ dinner Sunday night.  There are only 3 rooms 
remaining at the lodge (blocked through July).  Also the boat 
cruise is limited to the first 22 people, so be sure to RSVP and 
get your payment in early to ensure you get in.  Payment for the 
event of $150.per person and should be sent in no later than 
7/15/17.  See details in the calendar. 

There are several opportunities for members to get 
involved with planning upcoming events.  See the calendar for 
more information on events that need volunteers.  If you would 
like to host or plan a club event, please contact me via phone:  
(253) 853-4003 or e-mail:  maelwell@centurytel.net. 
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PCA OLYMPIC PENINSULA REGION 2017 EVENT CALENDAR 

Event/Social Chair: Maryann Elwell:  maelwell@centurytel.com or (253) 853-4003 
 

January 2017 
4th – PCA Spring Treffin in Hill Country, Austin TX registration 

opens 
11th – 6P/7P Dinner/Member & Board Meeting at Clubhouse, 

McCormick Woods in Port Orchard 
18th – 6P/7P – Calendar Planning Meeting at Clubhouse, 

McCormick Woods in Port Orchard 
28th – 7P Social Dinner at Panda Inn  in East Bremerton – Debbie 

& Alex Raphael 

February 2017 
8th – 6P/7P – Dinner/Member & Board Meeting at Clubhouse, 

McCormick Woods in Port Orchard 
15th – March/April Nor'Wester Deadline 
18th – 7P - Social Dinner – Massimo Italian Grill in Gig Harbor 

/Purdy Bridge – Bill & Maryann Elwell 
21st – PCA Parade Phase 1 Registration Opens 

March 2017 
8th – 6P/7P Dinner/Member & Board Meeting at Clubhouse, 

McCormick Woods in Port Orchard 
18th – 3P Chili Cookoff – at Elwell’s in Gig Harbor 
25th – 10A Tech Session – at Larson’s Porsche in Fife 
29th – Apr. 2nd – Spring Treffin in Hill Country, Austin TX. 

April 2017 
3rd – PCA Parade Phase 2 Registration Opens 
8th – Spring Tour to Fort Worden in Pt. Townsend 
8th – 5P/6P – Dinner/Member & Board Meeting at Fort Worden 

in Port Townsend 
15th – May/June Nor'Wester Deadline 
22nd – Social Dinner at Cosmo’s in Port Orchard 

May 2017 
10th – 6P/7P Dinner/Member & Board Meeting at Clubhouse, 

McCormick Woods in Port Orchard 
13th – Tech Session – MAXRPM 
17th – Walla Walla Tour RSVP and Room Reservation Deadline 
21st – Sunday Drive – Brian Forde 
31st – SOVERN Pacific NW Historics Car Corral ticket ordering 

deadline 

June 2017 
11th – Sunday Drive – Bill Elwell 
14th – 6P/7P Dinner/Member & Board Meeting at Clubhouse, 

McCormick Woods in Port Orchard 
15th – July/August Nor’Wester Deadline 
16th-18th – Walla Walla Winery Tour – Brett Burroughs 
24th – Rally – Brian Forde 
30th – 9A SOVREN Pacific NW Historics Races & Car Corral 

July 2017 
1st – 9A-11A – Redmond Exotics Porsche Day 
1st-2nd – 9A SOVREN Pacific NW Historics Races & Car 

Corral 
9th-15th – PCA Parade in Spokane. WA 
29th – 5P/6P Dinner/Member & Board Meeting at 

Downrigger in Pt. Angeles 
30th – 11A Porsches on the Pier Charity Car Show in Port 

Angeles, followed by Ice Cream Social 

August 2017 
6th – noon – New Member Welcome Picnic 
9th – 6P/7P Dinner/Member & Board Meeting at 

Clubhouse, McCormick Woods in Port Orchard 
15th – September/October Nor'Wester Deadline 
TBD – Sunday Drive 

September 2017 
8th-11th – Vancouver Is. Tour – Painter’s Lodge – Robert 

Bernardo/Pete Bonfrisco 
13th – 6P/7P – Dinner/Member & Board Meeting at 

Clubhouse, McCormick Woods in Port Orchard 
16th – Fall Tour to John James’ Garage 
20th-24th PCA Fall Treffin in Asheville, NC – SOLD OUT 
TBD – Social Dinner 
TBD – Sunday Drive 

October 2017 
14th – 5P/6P – Dinner/Annual Meeting in Sequim or Pt. 

Ludlow 
15th – 2018 Board/Chair Nominations Due 
15th – November/December Nor’Wester Deadline 
TBD – Social Dinner 
TBD – Sunday Drive 
31st – Holiday Party Payment Due 

November 2017 
8th – 6P/7P – 6P/7P – Dinner/Member & Board Meeting at 

Clubhouse, McCormick Woods in Port Orchard 
15th – Roster Updates Due 
15th – Silent Auction Donation Responses Due 
18th – Movie Night at MAXRPM 
25th – 2018 Board Election Ballots Due 
TBD - Social Dinner 

December 2017 
9th – 6P/7P – Cocktail Hour/Holiday Party 
15th – January/February Nor’Wester Deadline 
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Upcoming OPR EVENT Details 

July 2017 
1st-2nd – SOVREN Historics – SOVREN Pacific NW Historics Races & Car Corral - Must have pre-ordered car corral passes by 

5/31/14 to park there. If you didn’t purchase tickets ahead of time, you may purchase at the gate, which opens daily at 8:30A.  Ticket 
prices: Adults: $25 one-day pass for Friday, Saturday or Sunday; $40 3-day weekend pass; $5 per day Children age 7 - 16; free age 6 and 
under. All proceeds benefit charity for uncompensated care at Children’s Hospital & Regional Hospital Center in Seattle. Sunday 
participants meet at 7:45A at Gig Harbor McDonalds (Olympic Village Shopping Center - 5500 Olympic Dr. NW) to drive over as a group 
for Corral parking at the event.  Track is located at 31001 144th Ave SE, Kent, WA 98042.  Friday & Saturday meet at the Car Corral.  
Gates open at 8:30A daily. 

9th-15th – Porsche Parade – will take place in Spokane, WA.  For more information go to https://www.pca.org/event/2016-11-15/2017-
parade-july-9-15-2017.  Phase 1 Registration for Housing opened on 2/21/17 and phase 2 Event Registration opened on 4/3/17.  You can 
start your registration at http://2017parade.pca.org/registration.html.  Approximately 14 OPR members have registered for the Porsche 
Parade in Spokane.  Since various members are driving out and back at different times, please contact Maryann Elwell at 
maelwell@centurytel.net or (253) 853-4003 with what dates you are driving to and from parade and she’ll email out to the attendees, so 
people can drive out together with others if they are interested. 

15th – Vancouver Island Tour Payment Due – This is a weekend long event at the Painter’s Lodge on Vancouver Island Sep. 8th-11th (see 
event details below).  The event cost is $150/person which includes goodie bags, Saturday Rally to Gold River, Saturday night boat cruise 
with wine and appetizers, Sunday Tour to Telegraph Cove and BBQ Dinner.  The boat cruise is limited to 22 people, and reservations will 
be accepted on a first paid basis.  Must mail in your payment via check to “OPR-PCA” no later than 7/15/17 to Maryann Elwell at 135 Pt. 
Fosdick Cir. NW, Gig Harbor, WA 98335. 

29th – 6P –Dinner/Member & Board Meeting – The meeting/dinner will take place at the Downriggers Restaurant located at 115 E 
Railroad Ave. in Port Angeles.  We will be in the upstairs dining room.  For those from south of the Hood Canal that want to drive up 
together, meet at 3:30P at the McDonald's in Poulsbo (20533 Viking Ave. NW) for a 4P departure to Port Angeles.  Must RSVP for dinner 
and the drive by 7/20/17 to Maryann Elwell at maelwell@centurytel.net or (253) 853-4003. 

29th – Overnight in Port Angeles – Rooms are available in Port Angeles, for those who want to stay over the night between the 
dinner/meeting and Porsches on the Pier.  The Olympic Lodge, located at 140 S. Del Guzzi Drive, phone:  (800) 600-2993 has rates of 
$219.99-$299.99+tax.  The Red Lion Hotel, located at 221 North Lincoln Street, phone: (800) 733-5466 has rates of $236-$300+tax.  
Days Inn, located at 1510 E Front St, phone: (800) 225-3297 has rates of $127-$179+tax.  All Hotel reservations must be made directly 
with the hotels. 

30th – 11A – Porsches on the Pier in Port Angeles – We are bringing back the Porsches on the Pier Charity Car Show this summer in Port 
Angeles on Sunday July 30th at 11A.  A $25/car entry fee will be collected as a donation for the VIMO (Volunteers in Medicine of the 
Olympics) Clinic, a local charity.  Please send in your check for $25/car to OPR-PCA at P.O. Box 3572, Silverdale, WA 98383-3572 by 
7/20/17.  We are hoping to have as many cars attending as possible, so please RSVP to Maryann Elwell at maelwell@centurytel.net or 
phone:  (253) 853-4003 by 7/20/17, so we can get an accurate count for planning.  Kathy Fitzpatrick Owens has volunteered to host our 
post event Ice Cream Social on Sunday at 3P at her home in Sequim.  Please RSVP for the ice cream social when you RSVP for the Porsches 
on the Pier car show.  Meet 9:15A at the Poulsbo McDonalds (20533 Viking Ave.) or 10:30A at the Daily Grind coffee shop at 1919 East 
1st. St. in Port Angeles across from McDonalds, to drive to the Pier for car show.  Must RSVP by 7/20/17 to Maryann Elwell at 
maelwell@centurytel.net or (253) 853-4003 with which location you will meet us at.  During the car show enjoy the Porsches, vote for 
your favorite car, take the Port Angeles Underground tour, or wander through the downtown shops and restaurants.  Be sure to bring 
folding chairs, sunscreen, hats/sun umbrellas, water and soft drinks to keep you cool and jackets/sweaters should it be cool. 

31st – Deadline to Book Painter’s Lodge Room – If you are attending our Vancouver Island Tour September 8th-11th you need to book 
your Painter’s Lodge Hotel room to make sure you get in.  For room reservations call the hotel directly at (250) 286-1102 and ask for the 
Porsche Club group rate.  Only three rooms remain!  Also don’t forget to reserve the Black Ball Ferry at https://www.cohoferry.com.  
You may take the ferry to Victoria on Wednesday night or the 8:20A ferry on Thursday morning at the latest. 

August 2017 
6th – noon – New Member Welcome Picnic – hosted by Kip Sparber & Anna Hoey at their home in Belfair.  The club is providing the main 

course and beverages.  We are looking forward to welcoming new members who have joined during the past year or who have never 
attended an event before.  Seasoned club members should plan to bring an appetizer, side dish or dessert.  Just let Kip & Anna know what 
you plan to bring, so we don't have too much of any one thing.  We are also looking for yard games to play (i.e., Badminton, Croquet, 
Bocce Ball, etc.), so let Kip & Anna know if you have one to bring.  Please RSVP to Anna at (360) 509-8632 or annahoeyart@yahoo.com or 
Kip at (360) 271-2864 or kipster86@yahoo.com by 7/30/17.  Directions will be emailed to those who RSVP. 

9th – 6P Dinner/7P Member/Board Meeting – Join us for a 6P dinner followed by the monthly Member/Board Meeting at 7P at the 
Clubhouse Restaurant at McCormick Woods located at 5155 McCormick Woods Drive SE in Port Orchard.  We will be meeting in the 
back room. 

15th – July/August Nor’Wester Deadline – Provide any articles, photos, or classified ads to Bill Elwell our temporary newsletter editor.  If 
interested in being our next newsletter editor please contact Bill Elwell ASAP via email billelwell@hotmail.com or phone (253) 853-4003. 



NorNorNorNor’’’’westerwesterwesterwester            May 2017   Page 7 

TBD – Sunday Drive – We are looking for a volunteer to plan one for August.  If interested, please contact Maryann by 7/15/17 via email 
maelwell@centurytel.net or phone (253) 853-4003, so we have time to request insurance. 

September 2017 
8th-11th – Vancouver Island Weekend Tour – This will be our Multi-Region Event for the year taking place at Painter’s Lodge on the 

Campbell River.  Our event planners, Robert Bernardo and Pete Bonfrisco has planned a fun-filled weekend that will start with lunch on 
Friday at Mill Bay Marina, Saturday Rally to Gold River, Saturday evening Wine & Appetizer Boat Cruise, Sunday drive to Telegraph Cove 
for lunch and Norhtwest BBQ dinner with Steak and Salmon back at the Painter’s Lodge.  There are also plenty of alternate activities 
available:  Fishing excursions, Whale Watching and Wildlife tours, Whitewater Rafting, and a Spa at nearby April Point Resort (see 
http://www.painterslodge.com/adventures/grizzly-bear-tours.htm and http://www.aprilpoint.com/spa/the-spa-at-april-point.htm for 
details).  The event cost is $150/person which includes goodie bags, Saturday Rally to Gold River, Saturday night boat cruise with wine and 
appetizers, Sunday Tour to Telegraph Cove and BBQ Dinner.  All breakfasts, lunches and beverages will be pay on your own.  See 
information to book your room by the July 31st deadline above.  The boat cruise is limited to 22 people, and reservations will be accepted 
on a first paid basis.  Must mail in your payment via check to “OPR-PCA” no later than 7/15/17 to Maryann Elwell at 135 Pt. Fosdick Cir. 
NW, Gig Harbor, WA 98335. 

16th – Fall Tour – Enjoy a fun driving tour through Kitsap and Mason counties.  We will be ending with a tour of John James’ new garage facility 
at his home on Mason Lake. 

13th – 6P Dinner/7P Member/Board Meeting – Join us for a 6P dinner followed by the monthly Member/Board Meeting at 7P at the 
Clubhouse Restaurant at McCormick Woods located at 5155 McCormick Woods Drive SE in Port Orchard.  We will be meeting in the 
back room. 

20th-24th – PCA Fall Treffin in Asheville, NC.  Sold Out. 
TBD – Social Event - We are looking for a volunteer to plan one for September.  If interested, please contact Maryann by 7/21/17 via email 

maelwell@centurytel.net or phone (253) 853-4003. 
 

Other Regional Events 
7/1 – 8-11A – Exotics Porsche Day – Porsches will be on display at the Exotics at Redmond Town Center (RTC), located at 7211 166th 

Avenue.  Plan to arrive at the RTC around 7A to display your car.  RSVP to Maryann Elwell at maelwell@centurytel.net or (253) 853-4003 
if you want to drive up with a group of our members from Gig Harbor McDonalds by 6/17/17, meeting at 6A.  Immediately following the 
car show there is an optional PNWR tour to Redhook's Forecasters Pub in Woodinville for lunch and a brew.  To RSVP go to 
http://pnwr.org/content.aspx?page_id=87&club_id=502548&item_id=599224 and click on the “Register Now” button and submit your 
information with “PCA (non-PNWR)” option selected at the bottom.  For more than you, click on “Add Guest to Registration” on the 
second registration page. 

7/1 – 8A – Caffeine & Gasoline at Griot’s Garage at 3333 South 38th Street in Tacoma.  Theme:  All American 
7/2 – 11A-4P – Wings and Wheels Air Show and Car Show at the Tacoma Narrows Airport in Gig Harbor.  This event will feature 

multiple live aerobatic performances and fly-overs, dozens of planes on static display, a 200+ count car show, vendors, delicious food, a 
beer garden, and activities for the kids.  Order tickets at http://www.freedomfair.com/wings-and-wheels/. 

7/2 – 11A-2P – Shinefest Pride & Perfection Car Show at Griot’s Garage at 3333 South 38th Street in Tacoma. 
7/8 – 4:30-11:30P – Drive-in Movie Raiders of the Lost Ark at America’s Car Museum (2702 East D St. in Tacoma).  For details go to 

https://www.americascarmuseum.org/events/. 
7/13 – 5P-8P – Race Night & Cruise-In at America’s Car Museum (2702 East D St. in Tacoma).  For details go to 

https://www.americascarmuseum.org/events/. 
7/15 – 11A-4P – Family STEAM Day at America’s Car Museum (2702 East D St. in Tacoma).  For details go to 

https://www.americascarmuseum.org/events/. 
7/16 – INWR Drivers Ed in Spokane after parade.  For more information and to register go to http://inwr.pca.org. 
7/19 – 7A-5P – PNWR Drivers Ed Ground School - For information go to pnwr.org. 
7/22 – Cruise at the Creek Car Show at Little Creek Casino Resort located at  91 W State Route 108,  Shelton, WA 98584 
7/22 – 4:30-11:30P – Drive-in Movie Ghostbusters at America’s Car Museum (2702 East D St. in Tacoma).  For details go to 

https://www.americascarmuseum.org/events/. 
7/28 – 7A-5P – PNWR Drivers Ed at The Ridge Motorsports Park in Shelton.  For information about the PNWR Driver Education program go 

to pnwr.org.  Register at www.pcapnwr.motorsportreg.com. 
7/28 – Cars & Cigars at America’s Car Museum (2702 East D St. in Tacoma).  For details go to 

https://www.americascarmuseum.org/events/. 
7/29-31 – Pacific NW Nationals at the Washington State Fair Events Center. 
7/29 – 8:30A-2:30P – PNWR Tour to Mt. Baker – For details go to http://www.pnwr.org 
8/1 – 11:30A-12:30P – If Cars Could Talk – Ford Model A at America’s Car Museum (2702 East D St. in Tacoma).  For details go to 

https://www.americascarmuseum.org/events/. 
8/3 11A-2P – Take A Spin event – Ride in vehicles from the ACM Collection (2702 East D St. in Tacoma) and experience history in motion!  

For details go to https://www.americascarmuseum.org/events/. 
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8/5 – Port Hadlock Block Party Parade run by the local Rotary.  It would be great fun to have a group in town for the parade in the 
morning, have lunch, and enjoy the car show in the afternoon.  If interested in participating, please contact Ned Luce at (360) 437-0191 or 
nedluce@sbcglobal.net. 

8/5 – 8A-3P – Cruise the Narrows Car Show at Gig Harbor Uptown Plaza located at 4735 Pt. Fosdick Drive Gig Harbor, WA 98335.  
$20/car entry fee benefits the Gig Harbor Cruisers Scholarship Fund.  Dash plaques for first 250 cars and trophies awarded. 

8/5 – 8A – Caffeine & Gasoline at Griot’s Garage at 3333 South 38th Street in Tacoma. 
8/5-6 – 8A-4P – PNWR Autocross #5&6 at Packwood.  For details go to http://www.pnwr.org or register about two weeks prior at 

http://scorekeeper.wwscc.org/register/pca2017. 
8/10 – 5P-8P – Cruise-In at America’s Car Museum (2702 East D St. in Tacoma).  For details go to 

https://www.americascarmuseum.org/events/. 
8/11 – 4:30-11:30P – Drive-in Movie Moana at America’s Car Museum (2702 East D St. in Tacoma).  For details go to 

https://www.americascarmuseum.org/events/. 
8/12 – 7:15A-dusk – PNWR Driver Skills at Bremerton Motorsports Park.  For details go to http://www.pnwr.org or register at 

MotorsportReg.com. 
8/13 – 7A-4P – Cruz Car Show in downtown Port Orchard on Bay Street  Bay Street, which is closed to traffic during the event.  $15/car entry 

fee.  Please bring canned goods for the South Kitsap Helpline Food Bank.  Trophies will be awarded to 60 different class categories at 3P at 
the Waterfront Gazebo. 

8/18 – Porsche Werks Reunion at Corral de Tiera County Club in Salinas, CA.  Cars will be on display from 7A – 4P for this year’s event.  
For more information go to http://werksreunion.com/monterey.cfm. 

8/19 – 9A-4P – PNWR Gimmick Rally – This event will start at the Auburn Outlet Mall and end with tours at the Wolf Haven near Tenino.  
For details and to register by 8/12/17 go to http://www.pnwr.org. 

8/19 – 11A-4P – Family STEAM Day at America’s Car Museum (2702 East D St. in Tacoma).  For details go to 
https://www.americascarmuseum.org/events/. 

8/22 11A-2P – Take A Spin event – Ride in vehicles from the ACM Collection (2702 East D St. in Tacoma) and experience history in motion!  
For details go to https://www.americascarmuseum.org/events/. 

8/26 10A-3P – European Theater Fly Day & Car Show – at the Flying Heritage Collection and Combat Armor Museum at the Paine Field 
Airport, 3407 109th St. SW, Everett, WA 98204.  Cars Arrive by between 9:30 and 9:45 AM and stay to 3:00 PM.  Admission is FREE for 
all participants with vehicles, including passengers.  This is a family friendly event.  You are invited to participate in a special outdoor display 
of "European Theater" heritage and special vehicles at this event!  Participants should plan to parked in the show area no later than 9:45 AM 
as the gate will close at 10:00 am when the museum opens and we will need to commit to having our vehicles on parked display until 3:00 
PM - no early departures.  Bring chairs, hat, sunscreen, and picnic/snacks (a food truck will be on hand).  No need to pre-register but if 
there are questions you can call for additional information, contact Kristy Douglas, FHM Events Coordinator at (206) 342-4242. 

8/26 4:30-11:30P – Drive-in Movie Rogue One at America’s Car Museum (2702 East D St. in Tacoma).  For details go to 
https://www.americascarmuseum.org/events/. 

9/2 – Jamm'in in the Park – Put on by the Port Angeles Rotary Club – is an invitational event this year and will feature the Strait Air 
Volksgruppe (Classic VW’s).  The OPR-PCA is still welcome to enjoy the bands and other activities at the waterfront park.  For more 
information, contact Don Conner at donmar78a@msn.com. 

 
The PNWR Driver Education Program is designed to provide a safe, structured teaching environment in which participants learn advanced car control and safe driving 

techniques. For information about the PNWR Driver Education program go to the “At the Track” section of the PNWR website – PNWR.ORG .  

  

Welcome New Members 
David Mazzotti Bainbridge Island 2003 Silver 911 Targa 

Brian Hoover Gig Harbor 1991 Silver 911 Carrera 4 

Wycoff Wycoff Port Orchard 2007 Blue 911 Carrera Cabriolet 
Susan Velleses Shelton 2006 Black Cayman S 

Eugene Doyle Bremerton 2014 Agate Grey Metallic Cayman S 

Wally George Gig Harbor 2005 Boxster 
Michael Sand Hoquiam 2017 Silver Metallic 911 Carrera Cabriolet GT 

Zenon Olbertz Gig Harbor 2013 911 Carrera 
Richard Breck Ocean Shores 2000 Silver Boxster 
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PORSCHE DRIVING SCHOOL – PART 1 

Bill Corrigan 
Many of us have a bucket list of experiences we want to 

partake of as time goes on.  As a Porsche person, you likely 
have a rather extensive sub-folder for Porsche experiences.  
For me, right near the top was to take a driving course offered 
by the Porsche Sport Driving School located in Leeds, 
Alabama.  On the occasion of my second attempted retirement 
form the Port Townsend Police Department, I decided to treat 
myself, and check this off the list. 

Planning commenced about a year in advance.  First, I 
needed to determine the best time of year to go.  The school 
operates year-round.  I am not a heat and humidity person, nor 
did I want to spend a couple of days driving some 
of the most exiting cars in the world in the rain.  
Yes, I know about rain.  As a police driving 
instructor I get it that the best learnings from a 
track are when it is wet, but that wasn’t for me, 
this time.  So, I looked at weather data and found 
that the driest month in Birmingham/Leeds is 
October, and for a Northwest resident, the 
temperature was just right too. 

The next step is to decide what program 
you’ll take, they offer six.  But only two are 
available for first time attendees –  a one-day and 
a two-day class.  I wasn’t going all that way for 
just one day so I chose the Two-Day High 
Performance Driving Course.  With that decision 
made I just had to wait until the class dates were 
released to reserve, usually about eight months in 
advance.  The school is collocated with one of the 
finest tracks in the country (would you expect less?) and the 
Barber Motorsports Park.  

I selected October 25th – 26th.  As it turned out, 2016 
was one of the driest on record for the southeast so rain was 
not an issue, but the heat was.  At times smoke from numerous 
area wildfires could be seen from the track.  While the driving 
school has an arrangement with a 5-star hotel in Birmingham, I 
elected to stay much closer to the track, at the Hampton Inn 
just outside the entrance to the Barber facility.  
It’s a newer hotel, quite nice, away from traffic 
and a short drive to eateries.  But it is busy with 
racers on the weekends when the track is in use 
by non-Porsche events.  The hotel turned out 
to be owned by the Barber family and even 
displayed some of the museum’s motorcycles. 

I did not want to go all the way to Alabama 
and only see the track, but I had limited time so 
I looked for something to do the day before the 
class and the day after, six days with travel.  
The Birmingham area is rich with history from 
the civil rights struggle which was seminal in 
the 60s.  Downtown Birmingham, only about 
15 miles from Leeds, has several locations that 

were pivotal in those days and I had never been there as an 
adult.  Also, located at the track is the Barber Vintage 
Motorsports Museum, arguably one of the most 
comprehensive collections of motorcycles from the days of 
their inception to the present.  Then, what Porsche person can 
get this close to Atlanta (2-hour drive from Birmingham) 
without a day at the original Porsche Experience Center?  That 
was to be fifth day in the area. 

I flew from Seattle with a change in Atlanta and on to 
Birmingham.  You lose three hours with the time change, two 
once you get to Birmingham, so that takes the entire day. 

Day two was split in two, half 
a day in downtown Birmingham 
and the afternoon at the Barber 
Vintage Motorsports Museum.  In 
Birmingham, park near the 
Birmingham Civil Rights Institute, 
which is part of the Birmingham 
Civil Rights National Monument.  
Lots of on-street parking is 
available just before the Institute 
opens.  From there you can walk to 
most of the historic sites in the 
area.  Devote a couple of hours to 
the Institute itself.  Many of the 
exhibits are participatory and there 
are volunteers throughout who 
provide a personal insight into what 
went on during that period and the 

realities of society at the time.  Across from the Institute is 
Kelly Ingram Park, the site of demonstrations, rallies, and 
confrontations in those tumultuous times.  The park is set up 
with a self-guiding tours (smart-phone app) of the sculptures 
commemorating and memorializing different events of that 
time.  It was very impactful!  For a preview of the park call 
205-307-5455 to listen to a stop-by-stop description of the 
tour’s stations, just as if you were there. 

When you sign up for your Porsche class you’ll 
hear about the Barber Vintage Motorsports Museum, 
just a short 300’ walk from the Performance Driving 
School classroom facility.  Admission to the Museum is 
provided free of charge after your class on the second 
day, however, even though they keep the Museum open 
for Porsche students a little longer after your release, 
you have nowhere near the time needed to see the 
facility.  A friend who attended the Porsche School the 
year before warned me, so I made a point of devoting an 
afternoon to the exhibits.  I am not a motorcycle guy 
but found myself enthralled with the scope and quality 
of the museum.  It is an open, glass walled structure 
with at least four levels.  Mr. Barber has a collection of 
over 4,000 motorcycles and can get only about 2,000 
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into the Museum at a time!  While I was there, an addition, 
doubling the floorspace, was close to completion.  When 
complete, the entire collection will be displayed at once.  
Everything was restored to original condition, even steam 
(1880s) and the original electric motorcycles.  Information was 
posted about each exhibit to explain its significance.  It was 
truly a memorable experience that 
will amaze anyone, even those 
who thought there was nothing 
special about a motorcycle.  For 
the automobile enthusiast, he does 
have quite a number of retired 
race cars, from Indy-style to stock 
cars displayed on the bottom two 
floors.  I was there on a weekday 
and I think there may have been 
five others in attendance at the 
same time.  I felt like I had the 
museum to myself!  Admission is 
quite fair and it’s open most days 
of the year. 

The first day of the Two-Day 
High Performance Driving Course 
had the students reporting to the 
Porsche facility at the Barber 
Motorsports Park at 7:30AM to 
meet our instructors, fellow 
students, and partake of a wonderful hot breakfast buffet 
arrayed each day in the gift shop.  In a gift shop?  Of 
course, we would have access to unique Porsche Driving 
School 
merchandise/memorabilia 
to purchase over the next 
two days!  At 8AM we 
formed up in the 
classroom, introduced 
ourselves and provided the 
instructors and other 
students with some detail 
about our previous 
performance driving 
experience, if any.  That information was used by the staff to 
form student teams of 4-5 folks with similar experience.  
Matching us better on the track allowed each team to progress 
evenly, no one bored by slower drivers and no one frustrated 
while trying mightily to keep up with more experienced 
teammates.  The school is independently owned and is a 
contractor to Porsche, as well as the instructors.  The vehicles 
are leased from Porsche and are available for purchase by 
dealers and individuals when their school duties are complete. 

Each of the instructors introduced themselves and related 
their experience and background.  All were former or current 
competition drivers.  They spend about 150 days a year at the 
Barber facility and the rest of the year in various locales around 
the country driving for Porsche at dealer and corporate events.  
One of the instructors was at the Roger Jobs rollout of the 

Panamera in early May this year.  I learned that Porsche 
instructor turnover is nearly nonexistent, most with many 
years of tenure in the school.  The website says that this is a 
“driving” school and only an hour a day is spent in the 
classroom.  I was very pleased to find that was absolutely the 
truth.  The Chief Instructor provided a quick, comprehensive 

review of vehicle dynamics and techniques to use on the 
track (slides also digitally on our thumb drives provided 
by the school.)  At 9:00AM, after getting issued helmets, 
we walked out to the Mercedes airport vans in front of 
the class building to take us to the other side of the track.  
There we pulled up to four groups of two-door Porsches 
lined up and waiting.  If I haven’t said this already, or you 
haven’t surmised it already, everything about this school 
was first rate, from the pre-track facilities, to the meals 
provided, to the instructors, and most importantly, the 
equipment we used!  All the vehicles were 2016 or 2017 
model years (I attended in October 2016) and as I recall, 
had less than 3,000 miles on them. 

Just a quick description of the track.  It is a 
beautifully landscaped and meticulously maintained 
facility.  The best description of the landscaping and 

amenities 
would be a 
country 
club.  Mr. 
Barber has 
many 
sculptures 
arrayed 
about the 
facilities and 
infield.  His 

sense of humor is evident.  One of the 
‘sculptures’ combines a motorcycle 
road race ‘accident’ with science 
fiction.  For those of you old enough 
to remember the movie, “Them!” you 
remember the giant ants.  Well this 
sculpture has two large ant hills with 
two examples emerging.  There is a 

motorcycle lying between the mounds and a rider impaled on 
one of the ant’s antennae about 10 feet in the air.  Another is a 
giant (25’ leg span) spider walking across the infield followed 
by about 8 smaller spiders.  Off course you never see these 
while driving, you’re too busy!  The run-offs on the corners all 
look like raked sand traps, and still did at the end of our two 
days!  

Well that was my free day before the class and 
introduction to the school on the first day of class.  A bit of 
history in downtown Birmingham (quite sobering at times but 
very educational and enlightening), and a full afternoon in 
likely the best motorcycle museum in the world, certainly in 
the United States!  The next issue of the newsletter will have 
the second half of my trip to Alabama and the Atlanta 
Experience Center. 
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BARBER MOTORSPORTS MUSEUM PICTURES 

Bill Corrigan 
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PICTURES FROM RECENT TOURS 
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SUNDAY DRIVES 

Bill & Maryann Elwell 

Brian Forde kicked off this 
year’s Sunday Drive series with a fun 
and scenic drive on May 21st that 
started in Poulsbo.  The group was 
one of the largest we’ve had for a 
Sunday drive.  From the Poulsbo 
McDonalds we took off and headed 
through some lesser known back 
roads through the historic Poulsbo 
waterfront neighborhood, then 
through the town of Port Gamble.  
We crossed the Hood Canal Bridge 
and made 
our first 
rest stop in 
Port 
Ludlow.  
There we 
picked up 5 
or 6 more 
Porsches.  
We drove 
through 
some valley 
roads and, 
and down the exhilarating Chicken Coop Road to the 
Longhouse Market at the 7 Cedars Casino.  The tour ended at 
the Dockside Grill at the John Wayne Marina in Sequim.  
Thanks to Brian & June for putting together a wonderful drive! 

On Sunday June 11th, Bill Elwell 
led a group for our second tour of 
the season.  The drive went from 
Gig Harbor, up along Colvos Passage 
to Olalla, through Manchester, and 
along the water to Port Orchard for 
a rest stop.  From there, the group 
went through Gorst and downtown 
Bremerton before following Illahee 
Rd along the water up to 
Brownsville Marina.  The tour ended 
for lunch at the Olive Garden in 
Silverdale. 

These drives were the result of 
member feedback that folks enjoyed 

relaxed weekend drives through scenic backroads.  Bill and 
Brian stepped up to organize these tours to see if folks liked 
them enough to come out with their cars.  Both tours were 
well attended.  Everyone had fun and as long as folks keep 
coming out, we will keep running these events.  If you’d like 
to run a tour of your own, contact Maryann Elwell. 
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BUYING MY FIRST PORSCHE 

Konrad Klett

Like so many people, when I was growing up I needed 
motivation to get through boring things in school, I'd look over 
at a picture or a model of a Porsche.  When I was 11, I had a 
1/20th scale Boxster based on the 1993 concept car.  My 
father is from Stuttgart so I grew up hearing about Porsches all 
the time.  I have always loved cars and the more I learned 
about the different marques of the world, the more I learned to 
love Porsche.  I heard from my parents when I gawked at a 
pretty car somewhere, "Work hard in school and someday 
you'll have one."  I wouldn't dare say it was only hard work 
that got me my first Porsche.  Certainly I have been fortunate 
in life as well. 

Since my teens I watched the used car markets online and 
in newspapers.  I started seeing low mileage models at 
affordable prices.  After a while I could look at an ad and know 
right away if the price was reasonable or not.  Finally in 
2016, I saw a model available on Carmax.  It was a black 
2010 Boxster with a stick shift.  It had virtually no miles 
on it, or options.  I'd driven a few Porsche's by then 
including the Boxster and I was in love.  I'd sold my VW 
GTI a few months previous and was driving my wife's 
truck around town.  It was a nice truck, but not my cup of 
tea.  My wife's aircraft carrier was at sea for several 
months, and the nearest Carmax was in Portland, a 3 hour 
drive from my home.  Actually the car was in Texas, so it 
had to be shipped over to Portland.  One day I was stuck 
in traffic and decided to just do it.  I called Carmax (hands 

free of course) and reserved the car.  Then I bummed a ride 
from a friend to Bremerton, took the ferry to downtown 
Seattle, and got a one way train ticket to Portland.  After 
navigating Portland's local trains to the Carmax, I signed and 
picked it up without incident.  When I got to the dealership, 
my car was waiting for me in the middle of the showroom (a 
giant bow on the hood) and I could hardly believe it was real. 

I'd never been so thrilled to have 3 hours of driving ahead 
of me.  I had to keep looking down at the steering wheel to 
confirm that I was really driving a Porsche, let alone my own 
Porsche.  I have been using it as my daily driver ever since.  If 
I'm ever experiencing rude drivers or a bad day, I think about 
what I'm driving home and the sun seems to come out even on 
one of our frequent rainy days.  May none of us take this 
wonderful experience for granted.  

 



Page 16 NorNorNorNor’’’’westerwesterwesterwester May 2017 

DETAILING – PAINT PROTECTION PART 1 

Bill Elwell

For those of you that came out to my detailing tech session 
at MAXRPM, thank you very much.  I had a great time 
presenting the material and based on your feedback, you 
enjoyed yourselves. 

OK, let’s review the mantra for keeping your car’s 
exterior in shape.  Before I’m done, you’ll be sick of reading 
about these five steps.  Yeah, I added a 5th step while you 
weren’t looking  

1. Clean – Washing the exterior removes “above the 
surface” contamination.  That’s the stuff that isn’t bonded to 
the paint.  We covered this in a previous issue. 

2. Decontaminate – Decontamination removes 
bonded and embedded contaminants from the paint.  This 
leaves a nice smooth surface for maximum gloss.  We covered 
this previously. 

3. Polish – Polishing removes scratches, swirls and 
other damage to your paint.  We covered this previously. 

4. Protect – The paint is now in great shape and we 
need to apply some protection.  This is the topic that many of 
you have been asking about for months.  And we’re going to 
start to cover it right now 

5. Maintain – Once we have our car cleaned and 
protected, it’s far easier to maintain that state of cleanliness 
than it is to let the condition degrade such that you have to go 
through this process again. 

What is paint protection – This is what we have all 
called “wax” for years.  Why not call it wax anymore?  There 
are more choices than wax now.  Today you can chose from 
waxes, sealants, and coatings to protect your car.  But I’m 
getting ahead of myself.  Let’s rewind a bit. 

Why do we want to “protect” our paint?  The first reason 
actually has to do with appearance.  I can make a car look really 
nice with just a wash and decontamination.  But adding a layer 
of protection puts a warm or glossy finish on the paint and 
really makes it look sharp.  It’s the cherry on top of a great ice 
cream sundae.  Just remember, like a sundae, the cherry won’t 
make up for a bad tasting freezer burnt ice cream foundation.  
Get the foundation right before you apply the paint protection. 

The second reason for a layer of protection really is about 
protecting the paint.  To understand what we might be 
protecting against we should know how thick this protective 
barrier is.  Typical paint protection leaves a layer of product 
that is roughly 25nm thick, give or take.  Yeah, I said 
nanometers.  A nanometer is a billionth of a meter.  The paint 
on a new car is about 200,000nm thick.  So we’re talking 
about a REALLY thin coating of product.  It’s so thin that it 
can’t be measured by any instrument that you or I can afford.  
A layer that thin isn’t going to provide any mechanical 
protection.  It can’t protect against rock chips and the paint 
will still accumulate scratches.  But a protective product will 
protect against chemical attack.  Bird poop won’t damage the 
paint as quickly.  Hard water spots are easier to remove.  

Smaller bugs will be easier to remove (the bigger ones likely 
have enough energy to penetrate the wax when you hit them).  
Generally, stuff won’t stick to the paint as easily. 

What are our choices when it comes to paint protection?  
Today there are three options:  waxes, paint sealants, and 
coatings.  Let’s look at each. 

Waxes – Waxes are products that contain waxy 
ingredients, either natural or a blend of natural and synthetic 
waxes.  In either case, waxes wear off with normal washing, 
driving, and exposure.  They can last from 3 to 6 months 
depending on the product used and how the car is kept.  
Almost every wax product that you’ll find on a store shelf 
today is a blend of natural and synthetic ingredients.  

Let me give you an example of one end of the longevity 
spectrum for waxes.  In October 2016 I detailed a BMW Z3.  I 
waxed the car with a product that is a blend of natural and 
synthetic waxes.  That car was stored indoors for most of the 
winter.  It was brought out and driven for a few weeks and 
then brought back to me in June 2017 (8 months after I waxed 
it last).  I figured the car would need a new coat of wax.  To 
my surprise, when I rinsed the car after washing it, the water 
beaded up very nicely.  In other words, the wax was still there 
doing its job.  So, instead of doing a full detail, I saved the 
customer some money and just freshened up the protection 
with a spray wax.  We’ll talk about spray waxes a little in this 
article and more in the article about maintenance.  Getting 8 
months out of a blended wax product is very good.  Having the 
car in storage for much of that time is the primary reason that 
the wax lasted as long as it did. 

Paint Sealants – This class of paint protection product is 
distinct in that it contains only man made synthetic ingredients.  
There are very few pure sealants out there on the market.  Like 
waxes they will wear off with normal use.  Sealants can last 6 
months, give or take, depending on how the vehicle is used and 
stored.  I’ve heard people tell stories of getting nearly a year 
out of a sealant with very light use of the car. 

Variations on the wax theme – Waxes are available 
that are combined with chemical cleaners, solvents or even 
abrasive polishes.  You’ll hear folks call these products cleaner 
wax, one-step wax, or all-in-one wax.  The purpose here is 
pretty simple.  By combining some level of polishing action 
with a wax, you can eliminate the polishing step in our 5 step 
process when you’re dealing with paint that isn’t completely 
trashed.  So you use a straight wax/sealant when your paint has 
just been polished or is already in good shape.  You use a 
cleaner wax/all-in-one wax if your paint needs a little help to 
look its best, but you don’t want to or need to do a full 
polishing step. 

Paint Coatings – This is a new class of paint protection 
product that is polymer resin based and designed to 
“permanently” bond to the paint of your car.  There are four 
primary distinctions between coatings and waxes/sealants.  
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First, coatings almost always contain either silicon dioxide 
(SiO2), titanium dioxide (Ti02), or silicon carbide (SiC).  The 
presence of these ingredients is the reason you hear this class of 
product often called ceramic coating, glass coating, nano 
coating and/or quartz.  The second distinction is that coatings 
are very slick/slippery compared to waxes/sealants.  Stuff 
doesn’t stick to it very easily, making washing much easier.  
Third, where waxes give a warm glow to the paint finish, 
coatings produce a highly reflective glassy or mirror-like finish.  
The forth defining characteristic is the frequent use of the word 
“permanent” or the phrase “permanently bond to the paint”.  
Some explanation is necessary here. 

Use of the word permanent is a little slippery (no pun 
intended).  When properly applied and allowed to cure, the 
lifetime of a paint coating is measured in years, typically 
between 1 and 5 years, depending on the product.  Purposely 
removing a coating can only be accomplished by mechanically 
removing it with aggressive buffing or by dissolving it 
chemically.  One can, therefore, argue that, compared to 
waxes and sealants, paint coatings are “permanent”. 

Coatings are the reason so many people are anxious to 
hear what I have to say about paint protection.  Coatings first 
showed up on the market around 2011.  The marketing claims 
sound almost too good to be true.  I guess folks want to hear 
how real the product claims are, whether the expensive prices 
detailers charge to apply coatings is justified, and whether they 
can apply a coating themselves.  We’ll dig deeper shortly. 

Spray-on variations – Just when you think you have 
something completely understood and explained, a new 
wrinkle comes along.  There are easy-to-apply, spray-
on/wipe-off versions of waxes/sealants as well as paint 
coatings.  Spray waxes/sealant are simply a liquid wax that you 
can apply with a pump spray bottle.  Spray it onto a wet or dry 
car and wipe off.  The result is wax like protection for a month 
or two.  As for coatings, there are at least half a dozen 
companies selling spray-on products that are polymer resin 
based and/or that contains SiO2 and are very similar to paint 
coatings.  These products are much cheaper and much easier to 
apply than full-on paint coatings.  Generally they are spray-on 
and wipe/rise-off (depending on the product).  The result is a 
very slippery shiny finish that lasts about 3 months, give or 
take.  I’ve tried a spray-on coating on my wife’s 911, my 928, 
and a few customer cars.  In every case, the results were 
impressive.  The product is easy to apply, looks great, is 
extremely easy to clean, and lasts longer than spray wax. 

I don’t have the space in a single issue to go into detail on 
the pros/cons and application of each of the products I just 
listed.  So what I’ll do in the rest of this issue is take a deeper 
dive into paint coatings and then give you some guidance on 
how you can go about choosing one of these categories of 
product. 

Paint Coatings, a deeper dive – Let’s start with the 
positive aspects of coatings that everyone is quick to tell you 
about.  I’ve already said that coatings last a lot longer than wax.  
I’ve mentioned that the finish is very slick/slippery compared 
to wax, so your car will stay cleaner between washes.  Then, 

when something does stick to a coated car, it’s a lot easier to 
wash it off.  Everyone that I’ve spoken to who has coated their 
car absolutely loves it. 

Are there downsides to coatings?  There are and I feel that 
I should provide both sides of the story. 

The first issue with paint coatings is the one everyone 
seems to know about.  They are expensive.  The explanation 
comes in two parts.  First, the materials to coat a car are more 
expensive than waxes.  You can buy a bottle of car wax for 
$15, give or take, and it will wax 10 or more cars.  The 
cheapest coating product out there comes in around $50 for a 
small bottle.  That bottle of liquid may coat 1 or 2 cars 
depending on the brand.  But that bargain priced $50 product 
will only last 1 year once applied.  Better products that last 
longer run $100 or more for a single car. 

The second part of the cost story is the labor to apply a 
coating.  If you’re going to seal up the paint on your car for a 
couple years or more, you want the paint as defect free as you 
can afford.  Most detailers won’t coat a car without extensive 
polishing to remove scratches and other paint defects.  For me 
to coat a car is a 3 day process.  On Day 1 the car gets washed 
decontaminated, and polished.  On day 2 the car gets the 
coating applied.  Every coating that I’m aware of requires at 
least 24 hours of curing before releasing the car into the 
elements.  So on day 3 the car sits and cures.  The job takes 
roughly 2 days of a detailer’s labor and therefore the labor 
costs are roughly 4 times the cost of an average detail job.  
Combine that with the cost of the product and you can see why 
detailers charge between $800 and $1500 (or even more) to 
coat a car. 

Some of you are asking if you can coat your car yourself 
instead of taking it to a professional.  The answer is, maybe.  
Most (but not all) coating products are available for anyone to 
purchase online.  All coatings are based on a polymer that 
cures/hardens with time.  Once you open the bottle and start 
the application process, the product starts curing and there’s 
no going back to redo something you didn’t get right.  The 
general concern about DIY application is that if you don’t get it 
right, your mistake will either be with you for a few years or it 
will be expensive to remove/correct. 

As an aside, some of the biggest names in the car care 
industry have yet to offer a coating product including Meguiars 
and Griots.  Nor, to my knowledge, can you buy coating 
products from retail storefronts like O’Reilly’s.  My 
conversations with the folks at Griots suggest that the risk of a 
weekend detailer screwing up the application of a coating is 
just too high to get into this market.  If the products get easier 
to apply, you’ll see everyone in the industry get involved. 

Getting back on track, maintenance of a coated car is 
typically pretty easy.  Wash it and maybe occasionally apply a 
coating refresh product.  But coatings aren’t bulletproof.  They 
accumulate embedded contaminants just like uncoated paint 
does.  And despite the claims of a few coating companies, 
coated cars accumulate scratches over time just like uncoated 
cars.   



Page 18 NorNorNorNor’’’’westerwesterwesterwester May 2017 

Finally, If you bring a coated car to a detailer and want 
scratches removed or any other paint correction done, that 
detailer will charge you to buff off the coating before 
performing the correction.  Then it’s up to you if you want to 
pay to have a new coating applied.  But I have to be honest, this 
scenario is very rare.  I’ve only ever seen one previously coated 
car come in where the owner wanted scratches removed. 

So there you have my best attempt at fairly presenting the 
facts about coatings.  I’ve said it before, everyone that I know 
who has had their car coated loves it.  Have I coated any of my 
own cars?  The short answer is, no.  But I have the materials 
and have started the process of fixing up the paint on our Prius 
(it’s stored outside) with the intent of coating it.  Toyota paint 
is some of the thinnest and softest paint I’ve come across and 
our Prius has a lot of deep scratches that cut down to the 
primer.  I have a Dr. Colorchip kit and I’m working my way 
around the car filling and buffing the scratches.  When that’s 
done, I’ll coat that car. 

Put it all together – Let me try and wrap all this 
information into a more manageable package.  The table I put 
into this article is my attempt at a quick summary of the facts 
associated with each of the product class.  I think it boils down 
like this.  Spray on products are very easy to use and not very 
expensive.  The down side is that they have the shortest 
lifespan.  Traditional waxes/sealants are probably the cheapest 
of the products discussed.  They take more effort to apply than 
spray waxes but they are very much DIY products.  Finally, 
paint coatings have the highest material cost and the highest 
application cost by a wide margin.  But in return you get the 
easiest to maintain and longest life finish. 

Here’s the way I think about using these products. 
Abused Daily Driver – This is a car that is driven 

frequently, stored outside, and rarely maintained.  I think you 
have to go to one extreme or the other with this type of car.  
Either you do nothing or you invest in a coating.  Doing 
nothing is the obvious, least-cost, option.  The downside is that 

the paint, appearance, and resale value will all take a big hit.  
Within 5 years, the paint will almost certainly suffer 
irreparable damage.  The other extreme is to get the car coated 
as soon as you can after you buy it.  For a couple years (or 
more) your car will look better than if you did nothing, it will 
be very easy to clean, and the paint will suffer little to no 
damage. 

Pampered Daily Driver – This is a car that is driven 
frequently, stored indoors, and receives good quality care once 
or twice a year.  This car isn’t exposed to sunlight, weather, 
pollen and bird poop that outdoor storage brings, so coating it 
isn’t as important.  Sure, you could coat it and you’d be happy 
you did.  But if it’s going to get good quality care a couple 
times a year then just roll with a wax/sealant. 

Garage Queen – This is a car that is driven less than 
2,500 miles a year, stored indoors, washed frequently, and 
waxed twice a year.  Just like the papered daily driver, this car 
isn’t subjected to the abuse of outdoor storage.  I recommend 
these cars be waxed once or twice a year and use spray wax 
every time they are washed.  They stay in REALLY good shape 
this way.  But for many who own cars like this, cost is no 
object so it’s tough to argue against coating them.  I find it 
funny, in a way, that these are the cars that need a coating the 
least but more often than not, they are the cars that get coated 
first.  There’s a third option here.  Use a spray on coating 
every 3 months or so.  The results will be pretty similar to the 
wax/spray wax method.  I’m actually giving this a try right 
now with my wife’s 911 and my 928. 

There you go.  In the next issue I’ll go through the tools 
and process for applying some of these products. 

Thanks for reading.  You can write me at 
billelwell@hotmail.com if you have questions.  And, as 
always, if all this seems more than you want to get involved 
with, bring your car by my shop at MAXRPM in Bremerton, 
and I’ll handle it for you. 

 

  

Product Material Cost Labor Cost Application Ease Maintenance Longevity 
Spray-on 

Wax/Sealant 
About $10-$25/bottle – 
waxes 6 – 10 cars 

Lowest / DIY Very easy Easy About 1 month 

Spray-on 
Coating 

$20-$30/bottle -  coats 5 – 10 
cars 

Low/DIY Easy Easy About 3 months 

Wax/Sealant $10-$30/container – waxes 
10 or more cars. 

Moderate / DIY Moderate – certainly DIY and 
tough to screw up but time 
consuming. 

Easy 3 – 6 months or 
more 

Coating $50 - $130/bottle.  Coats 1 or 
2 cars depending on the 
product. 

High - $500 - 
$1500 or more 

Difficult – generally not 
considered DIY 

Very easy 1 – 5 years for 
most products 
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OLYMPIC PENINSULA REGION-PORSCHE CLUB OF AMERICA 

April 8, 2017 Monthly Board Meeting Minutes 

Board Members Present:  Bill Elwell, President; Don Knievel, Vice President; Maryann Elwell, Secretary 

Members Present:  Brett & Diana Burroughs, Debbie Raphael, Konrad Klett, Amber Gaume, BJ and Ned Luce, Bill Corrigan, Robin Hake, Kelly 
Givens, Debi Brooks-Givens, Glenn and Jill Diefenderfer, Darwin Geary, Cecil and Maria White, Jeanne and Peter Joseph, and Alan and Florida Rue 

President:  President, Bill Elwell, called the meeting to order at 5:58 p.m. at Café at Fort Worden in Port Townsend, WA and welcomed 
everyone. He confirmed that the members received a copy of the March 8, 2017 meeting minutes and inquired if there were any additions or 
corrections.  Don Knievel motioned to approve the minutes, then Florida Rue seconded the motion, and they were approved with all in favor. 

Bill provided a summary of the Zone 6 President’s meeting held in Calgary, Canada March 24-25, 2017.  Most regions in Zone 6 sent one 
representative and several regions sent multiple board members.  It was very informative and Bill learned a lot from discussions at the meeting and 
with other region Presidents during the weekend event.  He mentioned that the current Zone 6 is being split into two separate Zones going forward, 

since it was so geographically large.  Bill also mentioned his concern that we are losing support for running the club.  Our Newsletter Editor just 
resigned, so now he is doing double duty as President and Newsletter Editor.  Maryann Elwell is doing and double duty as our Social Chair and 
Secretary to fill second year of prior Secretary’s term.  Both our Advertising and Membership Chairs are both looking for someone to take over.  We 

really need some volunteers to step up or we’ll be forced to cut back on what we do as a club.  Except for Board members that need to be able to 
attend our monthly meetings, the other positions can be handled from anywhere in our region, since all duties can be completed remotely.  Anyone 

interested in stepping up for these positions should contact Bill ASAP. 

Past President:  Alex Raphael:  Not present. 

Secretary:  Maryann Elwell:  Nothing to report. 

Vice President:  Don Knievel: If anyone is doing an event that requires insurance (moving car event), contact Don 3-4 weeks ahead of time so he 
has time to make an insurance request from PCA National.   Recently it’s only been taking 1-2 weeks to get the insurance certificates back from PCA 
National. 

Treasurer:  Bob Becken not present, but emailed the Treasurer’s Report to Maryann Elwell, who presented it at the meeting.  She reported that the 
old Chase bank account has now been closed and the balance of $1,830.07 after the last check cashed, was transferred to the new Chase bank account 
on 3/13/17.  As of 3/13/17, the new Chase bank account had a Starting Balance of $9,581.51, and through 4/6/17 had Withdrawals/Checks 

Cashed of $703.52, Deposits of $1,830.07 and an Ending Balance of $9,335.06.  There is $1,330.00 being held in escrow that was collected during 
last year’s Charity Silent Auction with $90 remaining to be collected from the Silent Auction.  There are no outstanding checks written that have not 
been cashed.  This leaves available funds of $9,335.06 as of 4/6/17.  Bill Elwell reported that he’s asked Bob Becken to provide an income statement 

and reported that last year we were in the red for the balance sheet.  Bob Becken is going to schedule a Budget Committee meeting. 

Member at Large:  Alex Raphael:  Not present. 

Advertising Chair:  Pete Bonfrisco:  Not Present.  Bill discussed that for our region it is harder to get businesses to advertise, due to our small 
numbers.  For a number of our advertisers, it is more like a sponsorship to support the club.  We are also currently looking for someone to take over 
as our Advertising Chair.  Anyone interested should contact Bill ASAP. 

Membership Chair:  Kip Sparer:  Not Present.  Maryann Elwell gave the membership report in Kip Sparber’s absence.  As of the April 1, 2017, 
the total count of members is 256, including 157 Primary Members and 99 Affiliate/Family Members.  We had three new members join this month:  
Ashley Hurd of Poulsbo, Mike and Nicole Kazikiewicz of Bremerton, and Robert and Lori Murray of Gig Harbor. 

WebMaster:  Konrad Klett explained that he is working on creating our new website in the WordPress format that PCA National supports.  Bill 
thanked Konrad for all of his work on the new website.  Bill Elwell and Maryann Elwell are continuing to maintain the current DotNetNuke version 
of our website, until we are ready to stand up the new one. 

Goody Store: Neil Green unexpectedly moved to Boise, Idaho, so had to step down as our Goodie Chair.  Bill and Maryann Elwell visited him 
before he departed Olympia to present him a framed certificate and thanked him for his Service. He also provided a Goodie Store handbook and all 
the inventory and our Olympic Peninsula Region banners to Don Knievel and Maryann Elwell.  Don Knievel presented that we have some stock in 

our Goodie Store that we will be selling off at good prices, so folks should take advantage of that.  Don mentioned that he and his wife Sue have 
experience running the Goodie Store in the past for their Yacht Club and he is open to requests.  He also displayed the pre-made items that are in 

inventory in the back of the room at the meeting.  He also wanted to let members know that we have clothing catalogs that have hundreds of pages of 
options that can be ordered for embroidery with several club logos, such as our Olympic Peninsula oval logo, the Porsche car outline, with or 
without additional lines of “Porsche” and “Olympic Peninsula Region”.  The Porsche Crest is also available, but due to the large number of stitches 
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that can be pricy.  The deal we have with the embroiderer is that as long as we order 3 or more items to be embroidered with a particular logo at a 
given time, we won’t have to pay a setup fee. 

Newsletter Editor:  Bill Elwell took over as the Newsletter Editor for the rest of the year, since Don Conner decided to step down after the March 
2017 edition.  He thanked Don for doing the job over the past year and a half or so.  We are currently looking for someone to take over this position, 
but meanwhile for at least the remainder of this year, Bill Elwell volunteers to be our Newsletter Editor.  Bill asked members to please submit 

photos, articles, etc.t for the May/June 2017 edition by 4/15/17. 

Social Chair:  Maryann Elwell provided an updated calendar of events for April-June 2017 events to all attendees.  Maryann also talked about the 

upcoming Parade in Spokane in July, the June Walla Walla Winery Tour, Porsches on the Pier in Port Angels in July, and Vancouver Island weekend 
tour that Robert Bernardo and Pete Bonfrisco are planning for the second weekend in September 2017.  This will be our Multi-Region Event for the 
year.  Flyers with details to make your Painter’s Lodge hotel reservations were handed out.  RSVPs needed ASAP for the upcoming Tech Session on 

March 25th at Larson’s Porsche and the social dinner at Cosmo’s Restaurant in Port Orchard on April 22nd.  Also hotel reservations for the Best 
Western Walla Walla for the Winery Tour and Painter’s Lodge on Vancouver Island with Coho ferry reservations should be made soon. 

Technical/Speed: Alex Raphael:  Not present.  Bill Elwell discussed the upcoming May 13th Tech Session at MAXRPM.  Topics will include a 

discussion of services provided, new car detailing and used car sales.  There will also be a hands-on detailing demo or lecture depending on the crowd 
size. 

Old Business:  

1) Porsche Parade:  We know of about 7 or 8 members that are planning to attend, in the room, the Elwell’s, Burroughs’, Diefenderfer’s 
and Luce’s are planning to attend.  If you are planning on attending, please notify Maryann Elwell of which dates, so she can share information with 
everyone, in case some folks want to drive out or back together. 

2) Walla Walla Winery Tour:  June 16th-18th.  Brett Burroughs discussed the tour.  It will start on Friday in Gig Harbor, head to Sumner 
(pick up anyone from that side of the sound), then over the pass to Naches for lunch.  The tour will end at the first winery stop at just before 

downtown Walla Walla.  We have block of rooms for June 16th-18th at the Best Western in Walla Walla, so you can reserve a room by calling them 
at (509) 525-4700 and asking for our Porsche Club Rate.  Brett noted there are 5 restaurants in walking distance for Friday night dinner that he’ll 
share with the group.  We’ve reserved the Dream Rides winery bus tour for Saturday.  Bob Becken wrote them a check to mail in for our deposit.  

For lunch on Saturday, we’ll have a box lunch on the bus with choice of sandwich, bottled water, salad or chips and cookie or brownie.  Brett is 
working on the wineries to visit.  Plan is for 5 hours on the bus to visit wineries such as Pepper Bridge, Northstar, Rotie, etc.  There will be a Poker 
Rally on the bus with prizes.  Our Saturday dinner will be at the Marcus Whitman Hotel, as a Prime Rib and Chicken buffet dinner.  They agreed to 

let us to drink our own wine with a $12/bottle corkage fee or people can get drinks at the bar. 

3) 2017 Rosters:  Maryann Elwell mentioned they are ready and will go out with the March newsletters. 

4) Charities:  Bill Elwell handed out information on charities to vote on for the year.  For Porsches on the Pier on July 30th, we’d like to use 

a local charity VIMO for the event.  Bill Elwell received nomination for five charities from our membership: The Coffee Oasis, Welfare for Animals 
Guild, Courge360, VIMO Clinic, and Central Kitsap Food Bank.  Ballots were passed out with descriptions of the nominated charities.  Ballots were 
collected at the meeting and Bill will tally up the votes and report the winner(s) in the May/June newsletter.  He also mentioned that PCA National 

encourages clubs to have a Charity Chair, since community outreach is a big part of PCA.  If anyone is interested in filling that role, please contact 
Bill. 

New Business: 

1) Bill Elwell wanted to step up the club’s Charity work as a cause during his tenure as President.  However, we have a number of Board and 
Chair positions unfilled that have he and Maryann doing double duty.  We need a Membership Chair, Newsletter Chair, and Advertising Chair.  At 

end of the year if we don’t have a Newsletter Editor, then we probably won’t have a newsletter.  The Newsletter Editor is a two part job, beat the 
bushes for content and newsletter layout.  He’d like to continue to have a printed newsletter if possible.  He is very grateful that Don and Sue 
Knievel stepped up for the Goodie Store. 

2) Jill Diefenderfer asked if we had a Facebook page.  Bill confirmed that we do. Jill suggested that may be a way to communicate to the 
membership if the newsletter goes away.  Bill also mentioned that we can also share information on the Website.  Debbie Raphael mentioned that we 
could go back to printing/mailing the upcoming event post cards.  Bill mentioned that at the Zone 6 Presidents meeting, some mentioned they had 

text message reminders via a service.  It seems to be very effective.  People mentioned they would read an electronic newsletter, and use the email 
blasts.  Bill mentioned lack of content is a problem or someone to gather the information and puts it together.  From a poll at the meeting there was a 
50/50 split of those who want paper vs. electronic newsletters.  Jill asked if we have a rotating theme every month to ask for topics.  Don Conner 

had asked people to provide stories on their first Porsche, but didn’t get much response.  Jill suggested we pose a question to the group, to request 
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members provide articles on a specific topic.  Debi Brooks-Givens noted for her Rotary group, they run into the same type of situation.  Some people 
are more creative and feel more comfortable to do that type of thing.  You just need to find someone who has that passion or talent. Don Knievel 

suggested that we do more email blasts for upcoming events to drum up attendance and reach out to our membership.  Darwin Geary asked for a 
topic of weird and interesting European cars that you’ve gotten to drive or sat in. 

Debi Brooks-Givens made a motion to adjourn the meeting, then Brett Burroughs seconded the motion and the meeting adjourned at 7:45 p.m. with 

all in favor. 

The next board meeting and member dinner will be held on Wednesday, May 10, 2017 at the Clubhouse at McCormick Woods in Port Orchard. 

Respectfully submitted,  Maryann Elwell, Secretary 

 

OLYMPIC PENINSULA REGION-PORSCHE CLUB OF AMERICA 

May 10, 2017 Monthly Board Meeting Minutes 

Board Members Present:  Bill Elwell, President; Robert Becken, Treasurer; and Maryann Elwell, Secretary 

Members Present:  Brett Burroughs, Barb and Brooks Hanford, Suzie and John James, Debi Brooks-Givens, Jan Putman, Brian Forde, June 
Moore, and Dave Ferguson 

President:  President, Bill Elwell, called the meeting to order at 7:20 p.m. at the McCormick Woods Clubhouse and welcomed everyone. He 
confirmed that the members received a copy of the April 8, 2017 meeting minutes and inquired if there were any additions or corrections.  Brian 

Forde motioned to approve the minutes, then John James seconded the motion, and they were approved with all in favor. 

Bill mentioned his concern that we are losing support for running the club.  Our Newsletter Editor resigned, so now he is doing double duty as 
President and Newsletter Editor.  Maryann Elwell is doing and double duty as our Social Chair and Secretary.  Both our Advertising and Membership 

Chairs are both looking for someone to take over.  We really need some volunteers to step up or we’ll be forced to cut back on what we do as a club.  
Except for Board members that need to be able to attend our monthly meetings, the other positions can be handled from anywhere in our region, 
since all duties can be completed remotely.  Anyone interested in stepping up for these positions should contact Bill ASAP. 

Bill presented the charity voting results from the April meeting at Fort Worden.  First place charity was Coffee Oasis who helps disadvantaged kids 
and outreach came in first place.  Second place was the Welfare Animals Guild.  The club will distribute the funds collected at last year’s Charity 
Silent Auction between these two charities.  Additionally, we are resurrecting the Porsches on Pier Charity Car Show this July which will raise 

money for the VIMO clinic in Port Angeles that provides medical aid for the poor. 

Past President:  Alex Raphael:  Not present. 

Secretary:  Maryann Elwell:  Nothing to report. 

Vice President:  Don Knievel:  Not present.  Maryann Elwell reported that Don requested insurance for the May 13th Tech Session and May 21st 
Sunday Drive.  Bill Elwell received the insurance certificates for these two events already from Don Knievel and will bring those and the Waiver 

forms to both events. 

Treasurer:  Bob Becken presented the Treasurer’s Report.  As of 5/10/17, the new Chase bank account had a Starting Balance of $10,665.06, and 
had Withdrawals/Checks Cashed of $0.00, Deposits of 175.00 and an Ending Balance of $10,840.06.  There is $1,420.00 being held in escrow that 

was collected during last year’s Charity Silent Auction with everything collected now.  There are no outstanding checks written that have not been 
cashed.  This leaves available funds of $9,420.06 as of 5/10/17.  Bill Elwell reported that he’s asked Bob Becken to provide an income statement and 
reported that last year we were in the red for the balance sheet.  Bob Becken is going to schedule a Budget Committee meeting. 

Member at Large:  Alex Raphael:  Not present. 

Advertising Chair:  Pete Bonfrisco:  Not Present.  We are also currently looking for someone to take over as our Advertising Chair.  Anyone 
interested should contact Bill Elwell ASAP. 

Membership Chair:  Kip Sparber:  Not Present.  Maryann Elwell gave the membership report in Kip Sparber’s absence.  As of the May 1, 2017, 
the total count of members is 258, including 157 Primary Members and 101 Affiliate/Family Members.  We had two new members join this month:  
Brian Hoover of Gig Harbor and David and Carol Mazzotti of Bainbridge Island.  We are also currently looking for someone to take over as our 

Membership Chair.  Anyone interested should contact Bill Elwell ASAP. 
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WebMaster:  Konrad Klett:  Not present.  Konrad continues to work on designing the new website.  Bill Elwell and Maryann Elwell are continuing 
to maintain the current DotNetNuke version of our website, until we are ready to stand up the new one. 

Goody Store: Don Knievel:  Not Present. 

Newsletter Editor:  Bill Elwell took over as the Newsletter Editor for the rest of the year, but we need a new Newsletter Editor going forward.  
The board is researching other options.  Even if we pay someone for layout we still will need someone to gather content. Average time to put 

together each newsletter is 20-30 hours.  We have had some members step up and write articles.  He even has some extra stuff for the next edition. 
He thanked Jan Putman and Brett Burroughs for their articles. 

Social Chair:  Maryann Elwell provided an updated calendar of events for May-July 2017 events to all attendees.  Dockside is limited to 20 for the 
lunch after Sunday Drive.  Brian found some really good roads to Sequim.  We will be starting in Gig Harbor, then to Sumner for the Walla Walla 
tour, then over the pass for a rest stop at the top.  We will have lunch at Larados in Naches, then to Walla Walls where we will end the tour at our 

first Winery stop.  Brett reported that we are currently at 26 people so far.  Friday night we have a special wine tasting in town.  Saturday will be the 
bus tour with a poker rally with prizes.  Brett has planned a banquet dinner for Saturday night.  Maryann also talked about the upcoming Parade in 
Spokane in July, Porsches on the Pier in Port Angels at the end of July, and Vancouver Island weekend tour that Robert Bernardo and Pete Bonfrisco 

are planning for the second weekend in September 2017.  This will be our Multi-Region Event for the year.  Per John James SOVREN has made 
significant changes to the qualifications for cars that can participate and they’ve raised  the year from 1969 to 1989 now.  Mustang is the featured 
Marque for this year’s Historics at PIR in Auburn, WA over June 30th through July 2nd.  Maryann Elwell mentioned that since a number of our 

members are attending the Exotics Porsche car show at the Redmond Town Center on July 1st, that most of us will be attending the SOVREN 
Historics on Sunday, July 2nd.  Dave Ferguson mentioned that the Bonasi club will be in front of Ben Bridge at Kitsap Mall Fri-Sun May 12th through 
14th.  He also mentioned that a full solar eclipse will be passing over Oregon this coming Aug 21st.  Dave noted that hotels in the area are filling up 

fast, so if anyone is interested in joining him they can reach him via email at dferguson@silverlink.net.  You will need special glasses/eye protection 
until the full eclipse, which can be ordered at http://www.eclipse2017.org/2017/path_through_the_US.htm.  Brian Forde talked about the June 

24th Rally De Vashon that he’s put together.  We will start at Port Orchard McDonalds at the Sedgewick exit of Hwy 16 around 10A to make an 
11A ferry to Vashon Island.  The rally will end at the Hardware Store Restaurant for lunch at 1P when you must turn in your answer sheet.  We’ll be 
in the gallery, a room in back of the Hardware Store restaurant.  Maryann took a poll and for Porsches in the Pier everyone wanted to have the ice 

cream social afterwards, so she’ll ask for a volunteer.  We will charge $25 per car to raise funds for the VIMO clinic charity. 

Technical/Speed: Alex Raphael:  Not present.   Bill Elwell reminded everyone that his Detailing Tech Session is this coming Saturday, May 13th 
at MAXRPM in Bremerton.  We will be downstairs and coffee and pastries will be available.  Maryann Elwell made a motion and Brian Forde 

seconded it for the club to pay for coffee and donuts for the Tech Session.  The motion passed with all in favor. 

Old Business:  None presented. 

New Business:  None presented. 

Bob Becken made a motion to adjourn the meeting, then John James seconded the motion and the meeting adjourned at 7:58 p.m. with all in favor. 

The next board meeting and member dinner will be held on Wednesday, June 14, 2017 at the Clubhouse at McCormick Woods in Port Orchard. 

Respectfully submitted, Maryann Elwell, Secretary 
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