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From the President’s Desk – Bill Elwell
I’ve got a couple rather urgent issues to discuss.
Both issues have to do with the newsletter.
Don Conner started editing our newsletter in January of 2016. Don let me know that this will be the last
issue of the newsletter he will edit. I want to thank Don
for his service to the club. Putting the newsletter together can be a thankless job. I want to make sure that
everyone reading this knows who has been putting this
publication together for the past year. Don, thank you
very much. If you see Don at an event, please share
your appreciation for his work.
But Don’s departure means that we are looking for
a new newsletter editor. And the clock is ticking. If
you have any interest in stepping up to this challenge,
please reach out to me or anyone else on the board.
I’m counting on someone out there stepping up to help
us.
I’ll boil down the job into two parts. First, the editor
needs to beat the bushes to find content for each issue.
The second part of the job is the layout of the actual
newsletter. The net result is a file sent out for printing.
Once printed, others in the club handle addressing and
mailing the newsletters.
Let me give you some other information about our
newsletter. PCA National outlines their expectations
for a newsletter as follows: “The Region should have a
well written newsletter or other form of regularly issued
electronic communication…” While most regions have
stopped printing their newsletter, we still print ours and
I think we should be proud of that. If we are unable to
find a new editor, we will be forced to consider other
options for communicating with you.
The outcome of my second topic also has the potential to dramatically change our newsletter. Have you
noticed that the last few issues contained content from
just a few people? Let me use the January issue as an
example. Outside of the advertisements for January, I
provided all of the pictures. In fact, I’ve been providing
the vast majority of the newsletter pictures for some
time now. I wrote the “From the President” article, a
tech article on detailing, and the article on the holiday
party. Kip Sparber wrote an article on his tour to the
Wild Felid Advocacy Center. My wife Maryann provided the social calendar information. As I’m writing
this, Neil Green, my wife Maryann and I will be the only
contributors to this issue. This is not a sustainable formula for the newsletter.
Here are some numbers for you to consider. We
have just under 160 families in the club. Out of that
group, just over 80 of you paid the region dues in order
to receive the newsletter. That tells me that there is
real interest in receiving the content we’ve been provid-

ing over the years. But the newsletter doesn’t write itself. Content comes from folks like you.
Here is my contribution. I’ve been writing either a
tech or detailing article for nearly every newsletter issue
since 2007. I’m committed to continue writing the detailing articles. I’ve been providing pictures for a few
years now. I also write the President’s Desk articles as
part of my role as your President. I feel as though that
is my fair share of newsletter content. But the newsletter needs more than two articles from me.
Newsletter content is actually easier to create than
most of you think. First, you likely have a really nice
camera in your cell phone. Next time you’re at an
event, take out your phone and take a picture of the
folks sitting across from you. Then email it to the new
newsletter editor… to be announced later.
OK, writing can be tougher for some folks. I understand that. But your cell phone can help here too.
Most smart phones will convert speech to text fairly
well. I’m an Android guy, so for an Android phone here
is how it would work (the iPhone can do this too, I just
don’t know how). Right after an event, grab your phone
and start an email to yourself. Down in the lower left
portion of the on-screen keyboard is a microphone
symbol. Press it and your phone will be ready to convert whatever you say into text. Don’t talk too fast.
Pause every once in a while to let the phone catch up.
End sentences by saying the words “period” or
“question mark” out loud. Talk to your phone like
you’re telling a friend all about the event. When you’re
done, send the message to yourself. Now, open the
message and forward it to the new newsletter editor.
Before you send it, read through the text that the phone
created. Just clean up any mistakes the phone made
and add paragraph breaks. Resist the urge to rewrite
the message. Just clean it up and send it.
You don’t have to write about an event. Tell us all
how you came to own your first Porsche. Or tell us
about your experience with the last repair you did to
your Porsche. Or whatever else you can think of.
Next time we have an event and someone asks
who is going to write the event article, I want to see
your hand go up.
In closing, as proud as I am of our newsletter, I
think we need to ask ourselves what exactly this club is
here to do. Our region constitution outlines the club
objectives and producing a newsletter isn’t mentioned.
If we can’t find a newsletter editor or we can’t get
enough content to fill that newsletter, then maybe it’s
time to do things differently. Watch for the next issue of
the newsletter for an update.
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PCA Olympic Peninsula Region 2017 Event Calendar
Event/Social Chair: Maryann Elwell e-mail: Maelwell@centurytel.com or (360) 853-4003
Corral

January 2017
4th – PCA Spring Treffin in Hill Country, Austin TX registration opens
11th – 6P/7P Dinner/Member & Board Meeting at Clubhouse, McCormick Woods in Port Orchard
18th – 6P/7P – Calendar Planning Meeting at Clubhouse,
McCormick Woods in Port Orchard
28th – 7P Social Dinner at Panda Inn in East Bremerton –
Debbie & Alex Raphael

July 2017
1st – 9A-11A – Redmond Exotics Porsche Day
1st-2nd – 9A SOVREN Pacific NW Historics Races & Car
Corral
9th-15th – PCA Parade in Spokane. WA
29th – 5P/6P Dinner/Member & Board Meeting in Pt. Angeles
30th – Porsches on the Pier Charity Car Show in Port Angeles

February 2017
8th – 6P/7P – Dinner/Member & Board Meeting at Clubhouse, McCormick Woods in Port Orchard
15th – March/April Nor'Wester Deadline
18th – 7P - Social Dinner – Massimo Italian Grill in Gig Harbor /Purdy Bridge – Bill & Maryann Elwelll
21st – PCA Parade Phase 1 Registration Opens

August 2017
9th – 6P/7P Dinner/Member & Board Meeting at Clubhouse,
McCormick Woods in Port Orchard
TBD – New Member Welcome Picnic
15th – September/October Nor'Wester Deadline
TBD – Summer Tour to John James’ Garage

March 2017

September 2017

8th – 6P/7P Dinner/Member & Board Meeting at Clubhouse,
McCormick Woods in Port Orchard
18th – 2P Chili Cookoff – at Elwell’s in Gig Harbor
25th – 10A Tech Session – at Larson’s Porsche in Fife
29th – Apr. 2nd – PCA Spring Treffin in Hill Country, Austin
TX.

2nd – Jamm'in in the Park - Car Show – Port Angeles Rotary
Club – Don Conner
8th-10th – Vancouver Is. Tour – Painter’s Lodge – Robert
Bernardo/Pete Bonfrisco
13th –6P/7P – Dinner/Member & Board Meeting at Clubhouse, McCormick Woods in Port Orchard
20th-24th PCA Fall Treffin in Asheville, NC
TBD - Social Dinner

April 2017
4th – PCA Parade Phase 2 Registration Opens
8th – Spring Tour to Fort Worden in Pt. Townsend
8th – 5P/6P – Dinner/Member & Board Meeting at Fort
Worden in Port Townsend
15th – May/June Nor'Wester Deadline
22nd – Social Dinner at Cosmo’s in Port Orchard

October 2017
14th – 5P/6P – Dinner/Annual Meeting in Sequim or Pt. Ludlow
15th – 2018 Board/Chair Nominations Due
15th – November/December Nor’Wester Deadline
TBD - Social Dinner
TBD – Fall Tour
31st – Holiday Party Payment Due

May 2017
10th – 6P/7P Dinner/Member & Board Meeting at Clubhouse, McCormick Woods in Port Orchard
17th – Walla Walla Tour RSVP and Room Resv. Deadline
21st – Sunday Drive – Brian Forde
TBD - Social Dinner
TBD – Tech Session – MAXRPM
31st – SOVERN Pacific NW Historics Car Corral ticket ordering deadline

November 2017
8th – 6P/7P – 6P/7P – Dinner/Member & Board Meeting at
Clubhouse, McCormick Woods in Port Orchard
15th – Roster Updates Due
21st – Silent Auction Donation Responses Due
18th – Movie Night at MAXRPM
25th – 2018 Board Election Ballots Due

June 2017
11th – Sunday Drive – Bill Elwell
14th – 6P/7P Dinner/Member & Board Meeting at Clubhouse, McCormick Woods in Port Orchard
15th – July/August Nor’Wester Deadline
16th-18th – Walla Walla Winery Tour – Brett Burroughs
TBD – Social Dinner
30th – 9A SOVREN Pacific NW Historics Races & Car

December 2017
9th – 6P/7P – Cocktail Hour/Holiday Party
15th – January/February
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March 2017
8th – 6P Dinner/7P Member/Board Meeting – Join us for a 6P dinner followed by the monthly Member/
Board Meeting at 7P at the Clubhouse Restaurant at McCormick Woods located at 5155 McCormick
Woods Drive SE in Port Orchard. We will be meeting in the back room.
18th – 3P – 13th Annual Chili Cook-off - Bill & Maryann Elwell will host this event at their home in Gig Harbor. RSVP by 3/11/17 to Maryann & Bill via email at maelwell@centurytel.net or phone (253) 853-4003
and mention if you are making chili, corn bread, or a dessert, so we can coordinate the food. Please know
that there is no requirement to bring anything other than yourself.
th
25 – 10A – Tech Session – Larson’s Porsche will be hosting a Tech Session with coffee, refreshments and
door prizes. Their senior Porsche shop technicians will be providing details about the technology in the
newest 911, Cayman and GT4 models and encourage questions from the audience for what you want to
know more about. You’ll also get an up close look at the newest Porsche models in the showroom. Meet
at Gig Harbor McDonalds (5500 Olympic Dr.) at 8:15A, for an 8:30A tour to Larson’s or meet at Larson’s
Porsche at 10A. The dealership is located at 1701-A Alexander Ave E in Fife. If interested in attending,
must RSVP to Jan Putman by 3/18/17 via email jputman99@yahoo.com or phone (360) 871-0355.

April 2017
4th – noon EST- PCA Parade Spokane – Phase 2 (Banquet/Event Registration) will open on 4/3/17
(12 Noon EDT). Details are still being finalized and will be updated on the Parade Website as they become available.
8th – Tour to Fort Worden in Port Townsend. If you can plan a tour from Poulsbo McDonalds to Fort
Worden for the meeting/dinner, please contact Maryann ASAP via email maelwell@centurytel.net or
phone (253) 853-4003.
8th – 5P Dinner and Member/Board Meeting – Join us for a 5P dinner followed by the monthly Member/
Board Meeting at 6P at the Café at Fort Worden in Port Townsend. Must RSVP for dinner to Maryann Elwell via email maelwell@centurytel.net or phone (253) 853-4003 by 3/28/17.
15th – May/June Nor’Wester Deadline - Provide any articles, photos, or classified ads to our TBD

newsletter editor. If interested in being our next newsletter editor please contact Bill Elwell ASAP
via email billelwell@hotmail.com or phone (253) 853-4003.
22nd – 7P - Social Dinner - We having dinner at Cosmo’s Ristorante located at 1821 SE Lund Ave. in Port
Orchard. Menu options include Beef Gorgonzola, Pesto Chicken Florentine, Smoky Chicken Marinara,
Signature Five Cheese Lasagna with Sausage, Fettuccine Alfredo, and Ravioli Florentine with Marinara
(vegetarian). RSVP to Jan Putman by 4/12/17 via email jputman99@yahoo.com or phone (360) 8710355.

May 2017
10th – 6P Dinner/7P Member/Board Meeting – Join us for a 6P dinner followed by the monthly Member/
Board Meeting at 7P at the Clubhouse Restaurant at McCormick Woods located at 5155 McCormick
Woods Drive SE in Port Orchard. We will be meeting in the back room.
17th – Walla Walla Tour RSVP & Room Reservation Deadline - weekend Walla Walla Wine Tour for June
16-18, 2017, see details under June 2017 below. A block of 20 rooms are available until 5/17/17 at the
Best Western located at 7 E Oak Street in Walla Walla. Call hotel Front Desk at (509) 525-4700 to book
at the Olympic Peninsula Porsche Club discounted rates: 1Q for $108+tax/night or 2Q for $117+tax/night.
Must RSVP to Brett Burroughs via email with how many for bus tour, box lunch selections, and dinner
count via email: dlburroughs@comcast.net or phone: (360) 710-6831 by 5/17/17.
21st – Sunday Drive – Brian Forde is planning our first Sunday Drive of the year. More details to follow.
TBD – Tech Session – Alex Raphael and Bill Elwell are planning a Tech Session at MAXRPM in Bremerton.
RSVP to Bill Elwell at billelwell@hotmail.com or (253) 853-4003. More details to follow.

31st – SOVERN Pacific NW Historics Car Corral Tickets Deadline for the races at Pacific Raceway in
Kent on June 30-July 2, 2017. Maximum of 20 cars per day in Corral area, based on order of ticket payment receipt. Ticket prices: Adults: $30 one-day pass w/ Corral parking Friday, Saturday or Sunday; $50
3-day weekend pass w/ Corral parking; $25 Friday, Saturday or Sunday additional adult; $40 weekend
pass additional adult; $5 per day Children age 7 - 16; free age 6 and under. All proceeds benefit charity
for uncompensated care at Children’s Hospital & Regional Hospital Center in Seattle. To participate in the
Corral and track laps (Sat./Sun. time permitting), attendees must pre-register by providing payment for
tickets (cash or checks written to “OPR-PCA”) by 5/31/17 to our Treasurer, Bob Becken, or mail to OPRPCA, P.O. Box 3572, Silverdale, WA 98383-3572. Write on your check the days you want tickets for and
how many by type (e.g. 2 adults weekend w/ 1 car in corral, 1 adult and 1 child Saturday only w/ 1 car in
corral, 2 adults Sunday only w/ 2 cars in corral, etc.).

June 2017
16th-18th – Walla Walla Tour - weekend Walla Walla Wine Tour for June 16-18, 2017. We will be staying at
Best Western located at 7 E Oak Street in Walla Walla where a block of 20 rooms are available until

5/17/17. Call hotel Front Desk at (509) 525-4700 to book at the Olympic Peninsula Porsche Club
discounted rates: 1Q for $108+tax/night or 2Q for $117+tax/night. Leaving Gig Harbor McDonalds
on Friday at 9A to drive out. Planned stops will be Sumner, the pass, lunch in Naches, and halfway to
Walla Walla. Brett will provide an area restaurant list for dinner on your own Friday night. Saturday bus
Winery Tour with box lunch including sandwich (choose Turkey Avocado, Veggie Avocado, Grilled
Chicken Bacon, Bahn Mi, or Flank Steak), side (choose salad or chips) and brownie; poker rally, Saturday
night banquet dinner at the Marcus Whitman Hotel that will be a buffet including appetizer, salad, bread,
vegetables, Prime Rib, Roasted Chicken Breast, and dessert. Must RSVP to Brett Burroughs via email
with how many for bus tour, box lunch selections, and dinner count via email: dlburroughs@comcast.net
or phone: (360) 710-6831 by 5/17/17. It is estimated that the event cost that includes Saturday bus tour,
lunch, poker rally and banquet dinner will be approximately $130-$150/person including tax and tips. The
final amount due will be provided to all attendees, once we have the final count from RSVPs.

Other Region and Car Related Events
3/4 – 8A – Caffeine & Gasoline at Griot’s Garage 3333 South 38th Street in Tacoma. Theme: Ferrari
3/5 – 8A-4P – Tire Rack Street Survival (SCCA) at Bremerton Motorsports Park. For details go to http://
www.pnwr.org and for questions contact DriverSkills@pnwr.org.
3/7 – 11:30A-12:30P – If Cars Could Talk at America’s Car Museum (2702 East D St. in Tacoma). For details go to https://www.americascarmuseum.org/events/.
3/9 – 5P-8P – Race Night at America’s Car Museum (2702 East D St. in Tacoma). For details go to https://
www.americascarmuseum.org/events/.
3/10 – 7A-4P – PCA Werks Reunion at the famous Amelia Island Concours d'Elegance in Florida. For details go to http://werksreunion.com/.
3/11 – 7:30A-4P – PNWR Driver Skills at Bremerton Motorsports Park. For details go to http://
www.pnwr.org or register at MotorsportReg.com. Also needed in the current year for being signed off
to drive solo in the Drivers Ed program.
3/18 – 8A-4P – PNWR Autocross #1 at Bremerton Motorsports Park. For details go to http://www.pnwr.org
or register at http://scorekeeper.wwscc.org/register/pca2017.
3/18 – PNWR TechEd: at Greg Whitten & Bruce Wanta Car Collections. See two of the finest car collections
that are seldom open for public viewing. Bruce & Greg will give personal tours of their collections, this
is a very rare and special opportunity. Cost: $39.00 per person, attendance is limited. Pay and register at MotorsportReg.com. A portion of the proceeds of this event will go to the Lake Washington Institute of Technology. For details go to http://www.pnwr.org and for questions contact John Mueller at
TechEd@pnwr.org or 425-836-3963.
3/18 – 11A-4P – Family STEAM Day at America’s Car Museum (2702 East D St. in Tacoma) – Robotic Vehicles. For details go to https://www.americascarmuseum.org/events/.
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3/29 – 6-8P – PNWR Drivers Ed Ground School. Required for first time participants and those with a 2
year break in participation. For information about the PNWR Driver Education program go to http://
www.pnwr.org. Will take place at the Porsche dealer in Bellevue with an online broadcast option.
3/29-4/2 – PCA Spring Treffen in Hill Country, Austin TX. Treffens center around driving, dining and exploring. Arrival and registration occurs on Wednesday, “Drives” led by the local region are held on Thursday and Saturday, and Navigator’s Day Off (NDO) “Tours” are scheduled on Friday. Self-touring is
available throughout the event. Depart Sunday morning. Registration opened on 1/4/17 at https://
treffen.pca.org/index.cfm?event=main.showRegistration. For schedule of events go to https://
treffen.pca.org/index.cfm?event=main.showSchedule.
4/1 – 8A – Caffeine & Gasoline at Griot’s Garage 3333 South 38th Street in Tacoma. Theme: Supercars
4/7-8 – 4-9P – Lemay Wine, Spirits & Chocolate – Takes place at the Lemay Marymount Event Center in
Lakewood. For details and buy tickets go to https://www.lemaymarymount.org/lemay-wine-chocolate.
4/8 – 7A – PNWR Drivers Ed at Pacific Raceway in Fife. For information about the PNWR Driver Education
program go to pnwr.org. Register at www.pcapnwr.motorsportreg.com.
4/22 – 7:30A-4P – PNWR Driver Skills at Bremerton Motorsports Park. For details go to http://
www.pnwr.org or register at MotorsportReg.com.
4/28-5/7 – Spring Treffen Plus. Drive a new Porsche through Austria and Germany. For details go to
http://www.fastlanetravel.com/index.php/thetoursv5/2017/spring-treffen-plus-2017.
4/29 – 9A-4P – Car Show: Built Not Bought NW Mother's Day Benefit at Griot’s Garage 3333 South 38th
Street in Tacoma..
4/29 – 10A-2P – South Puget Sound Community College Car Show - 2011 Mottman Road SW in Olympia. Showcasing cars inside Building 27, along the surrounding grounds area and filling the nearby
parking lots. $20 registration fee benefits Thurston County Food Bank. Register at https://
www.eventbrite.com/e/spscc-auto-show-tickets-32071319179.
4/29 – 8A-4P – PNWR Autocross #2 at Bremerton Motorsports Park. For details go to http://www.pnwr.org
or register at http://scorekeeper.wwscc.org/register/pca2017.
5/6 – 8A – Caffeine & Gasoline at Griot’s Garage 3333 South 38th Street in Tacoma.
5/24-26 – VIPCA Black Rock Weekend – go to www.virpca.org for details
5/27 – 8A-4P – PNWR Autocross #3 at Bremerton Motorsports Park. For details go to http://www.pnwr.org
or register at http://scorekeeper.wwscc.org/register/pca2017.
6/16-18- OPR Walla Walla Winery Tour – Brett Burroughs is planning a bus tour of wineries in Walla Walla.
Staying at Best Western. Friday drive out. Saturday tour with box lunch on bus, poker rally and banquet dinner at Marcus Whitman Hotel. More information coming.
7/9-15 – Porsche Parade – will take place in Spokane, WA. For more information go to https://
www.pca.org/event/2016-11-15/2017-parade-july-9-15-2017. Phase 1 Registration for Housing
opened on 2/21/17 and you can start your registration at http://2017parade.pca.org/registration.html.
See info. above for April 4th Phase 2 Registration.

New members alert!
Louis Pichler - Bremerton - 911 Cabriolet
Chris Eseman - Bainbridge Island - Cayman GTS
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From the Social/Event Chair – Maryann Elwell
As Winter passes into Spring, the weather should be improving, so those of us who don’t like to take
our Porsche’s out in the rain, should be able to drive them more and more. I want to thank Debbie
Raphael for putting together our Chinese New Year dinner at the Panda Inn in Bremerton on January
21st. We had a nice turnout of around 30 people and everyone seemed to have a great time hanging
out with friends. The food was
really good, especially the all you
can eat Mongolian Grill buffet and
Glazed Apples dessert that they
make tableside! We also had a
very successful Social Dinner at
Massimo’s Restaurant in Gig Harbor on February 18th. Again we
had a large turnout of 32 people. It
was great to see everyone who
made it out to our first two social
events this year.

If you missed those two, there are a lot more events
coming up in the next several months and we’d love
to see you there!
In addition to our monthly Membership/Board meetings, mostly on the 2nd Wednesday of the month at
the McCormick’s Clubhouse, we have quite a variety
of other events coming up to get everyone involved.
Bill and I are looking forward to hosting the 13th Annual Chili Cookoff at our house in Gig Harbor on Saturday, March 18th and trying out all the different chili
recipes. We have a Tech Session planned at Larson’s Porsche on Saturday March 25th. You won’t
want to miss that one. We’ll get to see all the latest
cars that Porsche has to offer, hear about the latest
Porsche technology from their Senior Technicians, and have plenty of time to ask questions. There will
also be some nice door prizes and refreshments! We are planning a driving tour over to Larson’s in
Fife leaving from Gig Harbor at 8:30A or if you are on the other side of the Puget Sound already, you
can plan to meet us at the Porsche dealership at 10A.
Coming up on Saturday, April 8th we’ll have our monthly meeting at the Fort Worden Cafe in Port Townsend at 5P. We are looking for someone to plan a driving tour up there in the afternoon, leaving from
Poulsbo McDonalds. If you are interested, please contact me. Jan Putman is planning our April 22 nd
Social Dinner at Cosmo’s Ristorante in Port Orchard. If you haven’t been there, their food is delicious,
so be sure to join us and don’t forget to RSVP.
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Our first weekend event will be the Walla Walla Winery Tour for June 16 th-18th. Please see the event
details in this newsletter edition. We have bus tour of Wineries planned with a box lunch and poker
rally and will end with a banquet dinner at the renown Marcus Whitman hotel. This has been very
popular in past years, so be sure to book your hotel room at the Best Western Plus in Walla Walla before the block of 20 rooms are sold out.
Our other big weekend event will be our multi-region event to Vancouver Island during the weekend of
September 8th-10th. Please see the event details in this newsletter edition. We’ll be staying at Painters
Lodge which is located on the east center of Vancouver Island (Campbell River) on the banks of discovery pass. There will be two incredible driving tours, a wildlife adventure and wine & cheese cruise.
Due to the limited number of 15 rooms at the lodge, this tour is limited to 15 cars, so be sure the book
your room and RSVP early to ensure you get in.
The PCA National Parade will be close by in Spokane this year from July 9 th-15th. Phase 1 registration
already opened up on February 21st, so if you plan to attend, I highly recommend that you go online
and complete the Phase 1 registration for Parade and book your hotel room ASAP at https://
www.pca.org/event/2016-11-15/2017-parade-july-9-15-2017. Then on April 4th, phase 2 of registration
will be open to book events and banquets. See details in the calendar of this newsletter edition.
If you would like to host or plan a club event, please contact me via phone: (253) 853-4003 or e-mail:
maelwell@centurytel.net.
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OLYMPIC PENINSULA REGION—PORSCHE CLUB OF AMERICA
BOARD MEETING MINUTES
OCTOBER 12, 2016
Meeting was called to order at 7:00pm by President Alex Raphael. Minutes of the September 14 meeting were
approved.
Board Members Present: Alex Raphael, President; Bill Elwell, Vice President; Barbara Hanford, Secretary;
Maryann Elwell, Treasurer. Absent: Don Knievel, Member at Large; Past President, John James.
Members and Guests Present: Brooks Hanford, Neil Green, Konrad Klett, Debbie Raphael, Brian Forde, Jan
Putman, Robert Becken, and Brett Burroughs.
Board and Chair Reports:
President: Alex Raphael none.
Vice President: Bill Elwell, none.
Secretary: Barb Hanford, none.
Treasurer: Maryann Elwell, OPR’s ending balance as of 10/12/16 was $10,374.20. Available funds was
$8,577.51. Escrow account for charitable giving was $1,796.69.
Member at Large: Don Kneivel absent, no report.
Membership: Kip Sparber, absent. PCA reports 260 total member with 158 primary and 99 affiliates. New
members are Keiko Kobayashi of Port Orchard, Even Brown of Pacific Beach, Kevin and Carol Root of Bainbridge Is.
Newsletter: Editor Don Conner was absent. Deadline Jan-Feb. edition is December 15.
Website: Bill Elwell and Konrad Klett are working on a new platform. Konrad will do cross-over. I should provide better service and easy access.
Goodie Store: Neil Green reported $154 in merchandise sold at the picnic. He also described process for ordering membership badges & costs. New badges @ $3.40 ea. – 250 minimum order un-mounted . They can
also be used as dash plaques, etc. 250 badges with tax and shipping estimated at $800.00. Maryann moved
we order 250 each. Motion passed.
Social/Event Committee: Chairman Pete Fischer was absent. Barbara Hanford reported the October 2nd Fall
Colors drive was successful with 25 participants for lunch at the The Timberhouse Restaurant in Quilcene. Kip
Sparber suggested an October 22 tour of the Wild Cat Habitat on Harstine Island, followed by lunch in Union at
Two Margaritas. See OPR email for details. Post script: The cats were great but the most interesting part of the
trip was the 13 mile segment of the tour that Kip allowed 7 minutes to complete.
Advertising: Chairman Pete Bonfrisco was absent.
Holiday Party: Debbie Raphael reported the party is on the calendar for Saturday, Dec. 3rd at Clearwater Casino. Deadlines for event and rooms are available from Debbie or Maryann.
Old Business: Examples of proposed member business cards were presented. Cards are 500 waterproof material@ $82.90. Officers will continue using current cards or select new ones.
Charity Selection: Several recipients were suggested. Members will select on Nov. 9th. Members voted to
spend $1,600.
New Business: Annual Member Directory: Bob Becken suggested they be made available at times other than
the Holiday Party. Members agreed the 2017 edition will be distributed in a separate mailing. It was also recommended that copies be sent to new members as part of a welcome package from OPR President to include welcome letter, directory, bylaws, and related information.
Elections: Members will receive ballots to be returned to Brett Burroughs. New officers will be announced at
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the Holiday party. Candidates will be named at Nov. 9th meeting.
Meeting adjourned approximately 8pm.
NEXT MEETING: Wednesday, November 9, 2016 at the Clubhouse Restaurant, McCormick Woods, Port Orchard. Dinner at 6pm and Meeting at 7pm. This is the Annual Meeting.
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Grin on Your Face
Does anyone recall when the joy of owning a Porsche, revolved around the feel of the steering wheel in
your hands, the wind in your face, the pure joy of the open or twisting road ahead? I fail to accept the
reality that these times might be gone forever.
The Porsche automobile has become some sort of item to be owned but not enjoyed. To be viewed as
just another investment much like hog-futures or high tech start up companies. In some cases it is just
a matter of proving that regardless of what the item is or what the cost is, you have the money to buy it.
To this point I bring forth this example of a Porsche for sale currently in Japan: A lovely 2004 Carrera
GT, going for the knock down price of $2,400,000.00 The dealer put 460 miles on the car during delivery, and the owner has added another 20 miles during the past 12 years. It has been fully serviced by
the Porsche dealer 9 times. As everyone knows it is important to keep the tire pressures up at all times,
in case someone might want to actually drive it. This history of use will continue, as the new owner will
certainly not want to add any miles to the 480 already racked up. To buy or not to buy is the question?
If you do not buy now will the price go up? Will there never ever be another chance to buy a non used
2004 Porsche Carrera? Can your living room or garage exist without this trinket? Will your friends think
you are poor and cannot afford this small expenditure?
This presents a tough decision for most people. Buy one 2004 Porsche Carrera, GT or 413 standard
2004 Carreras, perhaps 2000 acres of prime land in Montana, or an island in the Caribbean. Decisions
like this are tough, but most of us know that life sometimes is just not fair.
I long for the days when we owned small fun cars that begged us to drive them hard and fast. When
they broke, which they quite often did, we could repair them without the need of a bank loan.
All that really mattered was the feel of the road traveled and the song in our heart. In those days you
could always tell that every thing was right with the world as shown by the grin on the face of everyone
involved in the experience, including the dog in the back seat of a 356 Cabriolet wearing his favorite
scarf and letting everyone know that it is his car.

Neil Green
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Vanity Plates and the Porsche
Along with the absolute passion that Porsche owners have for their cars, they adore vanity license
plates. While traveling around the country, you will find some amazing examples of the creative
thoughts that these owners put forth when ordering plates for their prized cars. Listed below are some
examples:
Boxster – PLAYTIME
WA 911 – I DO OKAY
911 (regarding a VA hwy) 195 SUKZ
Turbo – MIDLIFE
Turbo – NUKLEA
Boxster – AWSUMN
Turbo – TRBON8R
Boxster – WAS HIS
911 – 1X X1
GT- U JEALUS
GT3 – ADRNLIN
Boxster – POORSHH
911 - BAHNBNR
959 – REAL
Carrera – NOT-POOR
911 – FINALYY
Old 911 – HAPPY
911 – WON WON
Carrera 4 S – OWEYEA
Black Boxster – SINSTR
911 – BY BYCOP
Turbo – GFORCED
928S – DIAL928
911 – ATLAST
Carrera – 2SLO4ME
911 – QUIKRNU
911 – 8AVETTE
Cayman – FROMDAD
Turbo – AIRCOLD
Boxster – IMFAST
911 - NRBGRNG
Keep your eyes on the road at all times and be safe, but keep a lookout for these marvelous and quirky
expressions of car art.
Neil Green
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Charity Update – Bill Elwell
I’ll make this brief. In my president’s column in the last issue, I told you about my hope that the Olympic Peninsula Region could step up our charity efforts. I hoped that I might find someone to pick up our
charity effort and run with it. I didn’t get anyone to volunteer to be our charity chair, but I did engage in
some great conversations with a few folks that know more about fund raising for charity than I do. So
for the moment, I’m going to press on with my efforts to improve our charity activities myself and hope
that I find someone to take over for me.
The first thing I need to do is clearly set our charity goal for 2017. Simple enough. I hope to raise
$2,000 for charity in 2017.
Next, I need to make it clear to everyone where this money will go at the end of the year. To do that
I need your help. I’m taking recommendations for charities we might like to support. I’ve already received a few recommendations from the folks that attend the month board meetings. I’ll be accepting
suggestions up to the start of the March board meeting. At that board meeting we’ll pick one or two
charities from the list of suggestions and I’ll let you know the results in the next newsletter.
My requirements for the charities are pretty simple.
The charity must be registered as IRS 501(c)(3) or one of the two categories of 501(c)(4) that qualify for tax deductible donations.
The charity must be based in one of the counties in our region and they must serve the people or
animals in our region.
That’s it. Pretty simple, right? So if you know of a charity that you feel pretty strongly about and
they meet these requirements, drop me an email with their name and contact information and they will
go on the list for consideration.
So I’m really hoping that I’ll hear from a few of you on this. You can reach me at billelwell@hotmail.com .
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OLYMPIC PENINSULA REGION-PORSCHE CLUB OF AMERICA
January 11, 2017 Monthly Board Meeting Minutes
Past President, Alex Raphael, standing in for new President, Bill Elwell, called the meeting to order at
7:00 p.m. at McCormick Woods Clubhouse in Port Orchard, WA.
Board Members Present: Maryann Elwell, Secretary; Robert Becken, Treasurer; Alex Raphael, Member at Large and Past President
Members Present: Brooks and Barb Hanford, Jan Putman, Debbie Raphael, Brett Burroughs,
Adrianne and Dave Loser, Keiko Kobayashi, Neil Green, and Dave Ferguson.
President: Bill Elwell: Not present.
Past President: Alex Raphael wished everyone a Happy New Year. He confirmed that the members
received a copy of the October 12, 2016 meeting minutes and inquired if there were any additions or
corrections. Maryann Elwell made a motion to approve the minutes with one typographical correction,
then Bob Becken seconded the motion and motion passed with all in favor. Alex introduced new member Keiko Kobayashi who has a 2015 red Cayman, and lives in Port Orchard.
Alex Raphael announced the new board members for 2017: President is William Elwell, Vice President
is Donald Knievel, Secretary is Maryann Elwell, Treasurer is Robert Becken, and Member at Large and
Past President is Alex Raphael.
Secretary: Maryann Elwell: Thanked Barb Hanford for being our secretary over the past year.
Vice President: Don Knievel: Not present.
Treasurer: Maryann Elwell reported that the Treasurer duties and bank account transition have not
happened yet to transfer everything over to our new Treasurer Bob Becken. Maryann provided both
the December 2016 report, since there was not a meeting in December, and the January 2017 report.
As of December 14, 2016 there was a Beginning Balance of $10,768.58; Ending Balance of
$10,865.31; Total Deposits of $3,824.50; and Total Withdrawals of $3,727.77. There was $2,573.30 in
Escrow from the Charity Auction collections and checks written, but not yet cashed, leaving available
money of $8,292.01. As of January 11, 2017 there was a Beginning Balance of $10,865.31; Ending
Balance of $10,512.32; Total Deposits of $1,319.00; and Total Withdrawals of $1,671.99. There was
$1,602.13 in Escrow from the Charity Auction collections and checks written, but not yet cashed, leaving available money of $8,910.19.
Next Maryann informed the members that we raised $1,420.00 from the 2016 charity silent auction at
the Holiday Party. From the 2015 charity silent auction, donations were made to the Wild Felid Advocacy Center on Harstine Island for $600 and the Kitsap YWCA for roughly $1000. We adopted four
families for Christmas through the Kitsap YWCA, and Maryann Elwell thanked Debbie for shopping for
the families. The transition of files to our new Treasurer, Robert Becken will take place by early February 2017.
Member at Large: Alex Raphael: Nothing to Report.
Advertising Chair: Pete Bonfrisco: Not Present.
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Membership Chair: Maryann Elwell gave the membership report in Kip Sparber’s absence. As of the
end of December 2016, the total count of members is 257, including 159 Primary Members and 98 Affiliate Members.
WebMaster: Konrad Klett is taking over from Maryann and Bill Elwell as our Webmaster and is working to create our site using WordPress, since DotNetNuke that our site is based on is no longer going
to be supported by PCA National on the Web Server. Maryann Elwell continues to make updates to
our current website and reported that the calendar is up to date through February 2017.
Goody Store: Neil Green: Nothing to report.
Newsletter Editor: Don Conner: Not present. Maryann Elwell reminded everyone to send in photos
and articles by 2/15/17 for the March edition. Don had complained about lack of content and late input
for the January edition.
Social Chair: Maryann Elwell provided an updated calendar of events for January and February 2017.
The Holiday Party was a big success and Debbie and Maryann have received numerous complements
from members who attended the event held at the Clearwater Casino and Resort. Maryann also talked
about the Vancouver Island weekend tour that Robert Bernardo and Pete Bonfrisco are planning for the
second weekend in September 2017. This will be our Multi-Region Event for the year. Flyers with details to make your Painter’s Lodge hotel reservations went out in the January newsletters. The
Painter’s Lodge is undergoing a major renovation under the new management.
Technical/Speed: Alex Raphael: Nothing to report.
Old Business:
Holiday Party: Many thanks and complements to Debbie and Maryann were received from those
who attended the party. Thanks to Debbie for a successful charity silent auction. Debbie Raphael will research some options for this year’s Holiday Party. She mentioned that the Point Casino in Kingston now has a resort.
New member Nametags: Neil Green wants to order them for all new members, even if they don’t
come to any events. Maryann Elwell feels that it’s a waste of money until we know they plan to
participate. As of now she has 8 nametags we made for people who’ve never come back to a
second event to get their nametags. She pointed out that if they don’t come, then we’d have to
mail them, which would cost the club even more money. Debbie Raphael thinks we should tell
them that we have a nametag for them and invite them to come to an event to get them. Hopefully that will entice them to participate. Barb Hanford thinks we voted at a meeting last year on
how to handle the new member nametags and will check the minutes to see what we decided.
Larson Porsche Charity Auction Items: Jan Putman reported that she needs to report back the
amount raised by the Larson Porsche donations at the Charity Silent Auction. She and Maryann
Elwell will get together after the meeting to tabulate the amount from the auction sheets. Jan
reported that Larson’s agreed to donate the remaining items that didn’t sell at the auction to the
club for our use for goodie bags, door prizes, etc.. She is also working with Brain at Larson Porsche to provide an article for an upcoming newsletter.
New Business:
Neil Green mentioned since the Porsche Parade is so close to us this year, we should caravan to
the Parade as a group vs. a formal Tour. He recommended that we add some people from
PNWR and the South Bend area enroute. If we have a core group going it would be nice to
know where people are staying, so we can book our rooms now. The average time to get into
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the parade is 1 hour once registration opens. PCA puts the format together on the PCA National
schedule. The official hotel will likely be the Davenport.
Neil Green likes that we have our planning meeting, but he’d like to see us have a Sat. morning
breakfast or lunch on a workshop of what members would like us to have for events. Some he’s
seen are Pancakes & Porsches, Adopt a highway, toy collections for the local sheriff dept. He’d
like to see our summer picnic at a local park halfway to Sequim. He’d like to see our awards at
a separate November social. Barb Suggested at the Annual meeting. Maryann noted we do
ask what types of events people want on the ballot and Brett reported at Holiday Party that the
top two were tours and social events.
Brett is planning a Walla Walla Winery tour for June 16-18, 2017. He’s working to reserve the large
bus and a $200 deposit will be required. He’s also planning a box lunch for on the bus tour. 20
rooms have been blocked at the Best Western 1 Q $108 and 2 Q $117. He’s going work on the
dinners and run the route in April. He estimates a 9A Gig Harbor departure with a stop in Sumner, stop at the pass, then lunch in Naches. He’s planning about 5-6 wineries, such as Rotie
and Pepper Bridge. Northstar Winery was requested by Adrian Loser.
Rosters: Maryann Elwell is working to have the 2017 rosters ready in March.

Alex Raphael made a motion to adjourn the meeting, then Bob Becken seconded the motion and the
meeting adjourned at 8:04 p.m.
The next board meeting and member dinner will be held on Wednesday, February 8, 2017 at the Clubhouse restaurant at McCormick Woods.
Respectfully submitted,
Maryann Elwell, Secretary

Job Opening!
Bill Elwell mentioned that I was giving up my editor role for the newsletter. I’ve been editing the newsletter using Microsoft Publisher. If
you use Microsoft Word you can use Publisher with a minimal learning
curve. It’s all copy and paste for text and objects and a simple insert
for photos. Consider giving it a try!
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Detailing – Glass Treatments & Paint Decontamination
Paint Decontamination
I’m going to start this issue with a bit of a flash-back
to the last article on washing your car. There, I covered
cleaning glass. But I never commented on products
OK, let’s review the mantra for keeping your car’s
like Rain-X, Aquapel, or Griot’s Glass Sealant.
exterior in shape.
What are glass treatments? Rain-X was the origiClean – Washing the exterior removes “above the
nal “glass treatment”. Others have popped up over the
surface” contaminants that aren’t bonded to the
years. Products like this claim to improve visibility in
paint. We covered this in the last issue.
precipitation and to make it easier to remove snow, ice,
Decontaminate – Decontamination removes “bonded”
dirt, and bugs from the windshield. Some have claimed
and “below the surface” contaminates from the
that above 30 – 40 MPH, you can drive in the rain withpaint. This is what we’re going to talk about now.
out using your wipers. When the treatment is fresh on
Polish – Polishing removes scratches, swirls and
the glass, these claims are largely correct. How do I
other damage to your paint.
know? Well, running the wipers on my F-150 creates a
Protect – The last step in the process is to apply
sound like rocks in a blender. So until I have the time
something that will protect the paint.
to replace the offending parts, I’m using glass treatments to minimize how much I run the wipers.
I find paint decontamination to be the most satisfying part of detailing. You start with a clean car that still
How does it work? Because of their molecular arhas lots of little bits of stuff in the paint and doesn’t feel
rangement, glass and water are attracted to each other. very smooth. You finish with a surface that is so
The result is that when a drop of water hits a piece of
smooth that I am always tempted to call it soft. But,
glass it spreads out and sticks to the glass. The result we’re talking about a steel body panel, so smooth
is that you can’t see clearly through wet glass. Glass
works. Soft? Maybe not so much. That smoothness
treatments have chemicals that bond to the glass and
translates to a better finish after you apply your paint
turn your windshield into a hydrophobic surface. A hy- protection.
drophobic surface will repel water. Drops of water
bead up and roll off the glass rather easily.
A bonded contaminate is anything that is left
bonded to or embedded in the paint or clear coat after
Manufacturers claim that their products last about 3 you’re finished washing the car. Most of what I’m talkmonths. My personal experience is that the product life ing about is microscopically small. Things like overis more like a few weeks rather than a few months and spray bonded to the surface or tiny bits of brake dust
that seems consistent with others’ experiences I’ve
embedded into the clear coat fall into this category. To
read online. My biggest issue with this type of product get the best looking (and feeling) finish on your paint,
happens when there is just a tiny bit left on the windwe need to remove this stuff.
shield. When driving at night, the wipers leave a trail
behind them that creates glare from the street lights
You can tell if you have bonded contamination with
and, for a brief moment, blocks visibility out of the wind- a simple test. Get a thin plastic bag like the bags you
shield.
find in the produce section of the supermarket or a thin
plastic sandwich bag. It seems that most zip lock
I don’t like to use these old school glass treatments freezer style bags have really thick plastic that doesn’t
because of their short life and the night visibility issues work as well for this test. Put your hand in the bag and
I’ve experienced. There is a new class of product on
feel the paint on your hood. Unless you just deconthe market now that claims to last about a year. It’s an taminated your paint, you’ll feel lots of little bumps.
off-shoot of the ceramic/polymer paint coatings that
That’s the stuff we need to remove.
have popped up over the past few years. I just bought
some and if I have the opportunity, I’ll share my impresAs always, I’ll start by outlining the tools and chemisions.
cals you’ll need to do the job.
The first and most important tool is either a clay bar
or a “synthetic clay” mitt, pad, or towel. The old school
method of paint decontamination uses a lump of clay
specially designed for this use. This stuff typically
comes as a bar, hence you may have heard the term
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“clay bar” used. Google “detailing clay” and you’ll find
hundreds of sources for the stuff. Sometimes you will
see special clay for wheels or windows or you may, in
rare cases, see more aggressive clay bars. You can
ignore all that and just get a plain old clay bar from your
supplier of choice. Over the years, I’ve used a number
of different brands. The differences are subtle at best.
I like Griot’s because it doesn’t want to “stick” as much
as other clays and when it does, it doesn’t leave residue that you have to clean off. We’ll talk about sticking
in a minute. Using clay is slow process. While I enjoy
it, there are faster methods today.

that you just washed and dried.
Rip off a hunk of clay about the size of a golf ball.
Flatten out the clay. How flat? You’ll develop your own
technique, but I make a flat surface about 2” in diameter.
Spray the clay and a 2’ x 2’ section of your car (starting
at the top, of course) with lubricant.

Using very light pressure, slide the clay back and forth
across the paint in straight lines. The clay must slide
Recently a new class of product showed up on the
across the surface effortlessly. If you don’t have
market. These products use a rubber-like material that
enough lube the clay will stick. If it sticks it will likely
does the same job as clay. The advantage is that it’s
leave some clay residue behind that you now have
much easier and faster to use than clay. The down
to clean off with soap. So use lots of lube.
side is that it isn’t cheap. Nanoskin is the biggest brand
name in this product category, but just about everyone Alternate the direction of your strokes until the paint is
in the detailing business has a product like this now.
clean. You’ll know when it’s clean. On a dirty surYou see them sometimes called synthetic clay or surface you’ll feel a subtle vibration through the clay as
face prep products. The material is available attached
you slide it across the paint and it picks up dirt.
to discs, pads, mitts, or towels. Personally, I like the
When the area is clean, you won’t feel that vibration
mitts. I don’t like the pads. I’ve never used one of the
through the clay any more.
towels and I’m not brave enough to try one of the discs
on a polisher. Like I said, this stuff isn’t cheap. A syn- Take the dirty side of the clay and fold it in half on itself
thetic clay mitt will cost you $50. Synthetic clay is typitrapping the dirty section in the middle of the clay.
cally available in two or three different levels of aggressiveness. At the shop I use a mitt with the least agMove to the next section and return to step 2.
gressive synthetic clay for 90% of what I do. When I
need something more aggressive, I simply pull out the
Work your way over the whole car. Yes, you can
clay bar.
use the stuff on glass and wheels too. Depending on
your technique and what you used for lube, you may or
The next thing you’ll need is some form of lubricant. may not need to wash the car again. If you’re using an
You should never use clay or a synthetic surface prep instant detail spray or Optimum No Rinse for lube and
tool on paint without a lubricant. Some companies sell you’re diligent about wiping off each section before it
dedicated lubricants for clay or surface prep tools. In- dries, then you won’t have to rewash the car.
stant detail sprays like Griot’s Speed Shine are great
lubricants. In the right circumstances, you can even
How long will the clay last? It will last quite a while.
use soapy water. I don’t recommend a dedicated clay I’ll keep using one golf ball size chunk until it is signifilube. Find a product that does double duty like Griot’s cantly darker than the unused clay. Then I’ll use the
Speed Shine that you can use as an instant detail
darker/older clay for windows and wheels for a while
spray too. I really like Optimum No Rinse Wash &
before throwing it away. If you drop your clay on the
Shine. It comes as a concentrate. Depending on how ground, however, you really need to toss it in the trash.
much you dilute it, you can use it as a no rinse car
wash, a clay bar lubricant, or an instant detail spray.
The next method for decontamination uses a synthetic clay product like a Nanoskin mitt. I’m not going
You’ll probably need a few microfiber towels at
into a step by step process for this since it’s almost exsome point in this process.
actly like the clay process I just described. You lube
the area on the car and the mitt then slide the rubberWhen it comes to doing the actual decontamination, ized side of the mitt across the lubed paint. The feeling
there are a few different ways to proceed.
you get when you’re sliding across dirty paint is different and a bit more subtle than with clay but you can still
The old school clay bar method starts with a car
feel it. Also, it’s practical to do much larger areas with
21

the synthetic product.

Thanks for reading. And, as always, if all this
seems more than you want to get involved with, bring
your car by my shop at MAXRPM in Bremerton, and I’ll
handle it for you.

But there is an even faster way to use synthetic
clay. You can combine the wash process with the decontamination process. At a high level, here is what
you do.
Wash the car using the method I previously described.
Rinse the car with a hose.
Dump the water out of your wash and rinse buckets
(assuming you’re using the two bucket method).
Refill the wash bucket with fresh soap and water.
Put the synthetic clay mitt into the bucket of soapy water.
Pull the mitt out of the wash bucket and put it right on
the part of the car you’re going to decontaminate.
Don’t let the water drain from the mitt, it’s your lubricant.
After each section, dunk the mitt to rinse it off and drag
more soapy water onto the next section of the car.
When you’re done, rinse and dry the car.
Here are a few things you shouldn’t do if you use this
method.
Don’t let the soapy water dry on the paint. Keep the
car wet.
Don’t be tempted to wash a section and then immediately use the synthetic clay without rinsing it first. That
soapy water contains dirt that you’ll grind into the paint.
Don’t believe me? Look at your rinse bucket after you
wash a car (or the wash bucket if you only use one
bucket). That water will look dirty and there will be a
layer of sediment at the bottom of the bucket. So rinse
the dirty soapy water off the car and start with clean
soapy water for the decontamination.
Lastly, don’t be tempted to use the same wash water
for washing and decontaminating the car. OK, if you’re
using the two bucket method and the car was pretty
clean to start with, I’ll give you a pass on this one.
Using this method will shave at least 25% off the
time it takes to wash and decontaminate using the old
school clay bar method. Any way you do it, the result
will be an incredibly smooth paint surface. Not only
does it feel really good, the smooth surface will improve
the shine of the final product.
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For Sale:
Purchased in Calif from Porsche dealer - too warm for
climate.
Worn very little, like new
Size: Medium
$100.00
Ed Scheid
3820 Spadoni Ln 7 D
gig harbor, Wa 98335
213 219 2191

Display your colors!
Hats, Shirts, Jackets, Travel Bags and other items are available now.
To place orders: Contact Neil Green - nwgreen7@msn.com

or Phone (360) 456-1771
Price reduction!
Car Badges reduced from $35.00 to $25.00

Olympic Peninsula Region/Porsche Club of America
P.O. Box 3572
Silverdale, WA 98383

