THE

NOR’WESTER

Newsletter of the Olympic Peninsula Region / Porsche Club of America

January/February 2017

...it’s the people!

New members alert!
James Deckman - Sequim - 911 Carrera 4
John Elliott - Bainbridge Island - 911 Carrera

Board of Directors

Committee Chairs

*President: Bill Elwell
Billelwell@hotmail.com
*Vice President: Don Knievel
Dknievel@centurytel.net
*Secretary: Maryann Elwell
Maelwell@centurytel.net
*Treasurer: Robert Becken
66stingray@wavecable.com
*Member @ Large: Alex Raphael
Alex@maxrpmmotorsports.com
*Past President: Alex Raphael
Alex@maxrpmmotorsports.com
*PCA Zone 6 Rep: Tim Hagner
Simtue@gmail.com

*Membership: Kip Sparber
Kipster86@yahoo.com
*Social Events: Maryann Elwell
Maelwell@centurytel.com
*Webmaster: Maryann Elwell
Maelwell@centruytel.net
*Newsletter: Don Conner
Donmar78a@msn.com
*Goodie Store: Neil Green
Nwgreen7@msn.com
*Technical: Alex Raphael
Alex@maxrpmmotorsports.com
*Auto Events: John James
jcjcarrera@wavecable.com

Nor’Wester is the official newsletter of the Olympic Peninsula Region of the Porsche Club of America and is published bimonthly in Bremerton, WA. Opinions expressed are those of the authors and do not necessarily constitute opinions of the Porsche Club of America, Olympic Peninsula Region, the Board of Directors, or the Nor’Wester Editor. Articles and photographs by OPR members are encouraged and should be submitted to the Nor’Wester Editor, Donald Conner no later than the 15th of the month prior to publication.
Classifieds (Auto Platz) are free for Olympic Peninsula Region members, must be Porsche related and typically run for two months. Please send submissions to
the Nor’Wester Editor. $20.00 fee for non-members. OPR Website can be viewed at http://www.opr-pca.org/. Articles, photos, and classified ads are gladly accepted by Webmaster, Maryann Elwell.

Ad Size
Back Cover ¾ page
Front/Back Inside
Full Page
Half Page
Quarter Page
Business Card

In This Issue
From the President….……...………..4
Events………………………………....5
Holiday Party…...……………………8
Tech Article-Detailing…………...….10
Wild Felid Tour……....……….…….14
……………………................................
…..……………………………………..
…..……………………………………..

Color
$570
$630
$630
$360
$180
$ 90

ON THE COVER:
Porsches put the “P” in
Pacific Northwest

3

B/W
N / A
N / A
$318
$222
$126
$ 78

From the President’s Desk – Bill Elwell
In case you've been living under a rock, we recently had
an election and there's a new administration in office. But
I'm not talking about Donald Trump. I'm talking about me,
your new president! As your new president, I'll be writing a
piece in each newsletter where I share my opinion on issues
related to the operation of the club. I invite you to give me
your feedback on my thoughts. You can talk with me at an
event or simply write me at billelwell@hotmail.com.
So there's been a bit of reshuffling on the board. Let me
give you a quick summary of the changes. You can see the
whole lineup elsewhere in this newsletter.
President – I have been elected for a 2 year term as club
president.
Vice President – Don Knievel is now the vice president.
He moved out of his role as Member-at-Large to fill my previous role as VP.
Secretary – Maryann Elwell will be our new secretary as
Barb Hanford had to step down from the job.
Treasurer – Bob Becken is now our treasurer.
Member-at-Large – Alex Raphael will now fill this role.
Social Chair – If being secretary isn’t already enough,
Maryann Elwell will also be our Social Chair.
Let me change subjects now. In this issue I want to talk
with you about the club's charitable activities. It's obvious
that the bulk of Porsche Club activities are centered on the
Porsche's we all own. But the Porsche Club of America
(PCA) national organization encourages the local regions to
maintain ongoing charitable activities. And some regions
have significant charitable efforts. Each year at the Porsche
Parade, PCA recognizes the regions with the most significant
charitable activities. Listening to the description of those
activities leaves me with a lump in my throat. It makes me
proud to be part of this club.
Why am I telling you about this? No, I'm not proposing
that we try and shoot for a national award. But one of my
goals for my term as president is to improve our charitable
efforts. I believe that we can double the amount of money
we raise for charity each year without too much effort.
Before I go any farther, let me say that I'm proud of
what the club has been doing for the past few years. Debbie Raphael organizes the silent auction at the holiday party
which raises roughly $1,400 each year. That’s GREAT work
and if nothing changes, it’s something we should all be
proud of. But I think we can do better. Let me share a few
stories and see if you don't agree with me.
Each year my wife and I buy a car care kit of some kind
and donate it to raise funds in the silent auction. In past
years we spent about $70 on the kit and typically the winning bid comes in around $35, half of the retail value. Many

of the items in the auction sell for roughly half of their retail
value. As a donor, that's frustrating. The charity only gets
50% of the money I spend. The charity would be better off
if I just wrote a check directly to them for $70.
But silent auctions can work fantastically well. Each
year Bob Becken bakes cookies and puts them up for auction. This year his two bags of cookies sold for $60 each.
Wow! I have a friend that is on the board of the Tacoma
Symphony. Each year he auctions 6 seats at a private dinner
party hosted at his house. He does the wine paring and the
food is prepared by a well-known Tacoma chef. Those seats
at the party typically sell for about $1,000 each.
We’re not the Tacoma Symphony, but it makes me wonder why some things sell well above their face value while
others don’t fetch even their retail value. Retail price clearly
isn't part of the thinking process when someone pays $60
for Bob's cookies. But what about the below retail purchases? Are they viewed as a way to buy something at a
steep discount instead of being a charitable donation? Hey,
I don’t have the answers. I'm just thinking out loud. By the
way, Bob's cookies are damn good!
Would people be more generous if their donations were
tax deductible?
Here's another story. A friend I worked with at Intel
organized an annual golf tournament to raise money for a
charity he cares about. He worked with a local golf course
to get a block of tee times at a discount. He charged $100
over the greens fees for entry. He typically got about 40
people to play and raised about $4,000. But he also got
creative about the donations. He got Intel and another local
company to match his donation. He turned $4,000 into
$12,000 for charity.
I don't expect us to run a golf tournament. It's just one
story, one idea. I’ve got 20 more stories of charity activities
that have worked for other organizations.
Do you think you could take our $1,400 in annual charity
donations and turn it into $2,800? I'd like to see someone
in the club step up and take on the title of Chairperson for
Charitable Giving. If you’re up to the challenge, I want to
talk with you!
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PCA Olympic Peninsula Region 2017 Event Calendar
Event/Social Chair: Maryann Elwell e-mail: Maelwell@centurytel.com or (360) 853-4003

January 2017
4th – PCA Spring Treffin in Hill Country, Austin TX registration opens
11th – 6P/7P Dinner/Member & Board Meeting at Clubhouse Restaurant, McCormick Woods in Port Orchard
18th – 6P/7P – Calendar Planning Meeting at Clubhouse
28th – 7P Social Dinner at Panda Inn in East Bremerton –
Debbie & Alex Raphael

July 2017
1st-2nd – 9A SOVREN Pacific NW Historics Races & Car
Corral
8th or 9th – Tour to PCA Parade in Spokane. WA
9th-15th – PCA Parade in Spokane. WA
TBD – 5P/6P Dinner/Member & Board Meeting in Pt. Angeles

February 2017
8th – 6P/7P – Dinner/Member & Board Meeting at Clubhouse Restaurant, McCormick Woods in Port Orchard
15th - March/April Nor'Wester Deadline
18th – 7P - Social Dinner – Massimo Italian Grill in Gig Harbor /Purdy Bridge – Bill & Maryann Elwelll

August 2017
9th – 6P/7P Dinner/Member & Board Meeting
TBD – New Member Welcome Picnic – John James
15th – September/October Nor'Wester Deadline
TBD – Summer Tour

March 2017

September 2017

8th – 5P/6P Dinner/Member & Board Meeting
TBD – Chili Cookoff – at Elwell’s in Gig Harbor
TBD – Tech Session
29th – Apr. 2nd – PCA Spring Treffin in Hill Country, Austin
TX.

2nd – Jamm'in in the Park - Car Show – Port Angeles Rotary
Club – Don Conner
8th-10th – Vancouver Is. Tour – Painter’s Lodge – Robert
Bernardo/Pete Bonfrisco
13th –7-8P Dinner/Member & Board Meeting
20th-24th PCA Fall Treffin in Asheville, NC
TBD - Social Dinner

April 2017
TBD – Spring Tour
8th – 5P/6P – Dinner/Member & Board Meeting in Sequim
or Pt. Townsend
15th – May/June Nor'Wester Deadline
TBD - Social Dinner

October 2017
15th – 5P/6P – Dinner/Member & Board Meeting in Sequim
or Pt. Townsend
15th – 2018 Board/Chair Nominations Due
15th – November/December Nor’Wester Deadline
TBD - Social Dinner
TBD – Fall Tour
31st – Holiday Party Payment Due

May 2017
TBD – Rally
10th – 6P/7P Dinner/Member & Board Meeting
TBD - Social Dinner
TBD – Tech Session – Bill Elwell
31st – SOVERN Pacific NW Historics Car Corral ticket ordering deadline

November 2017
8th – 6P/7P – Dinner/Annual Meeting
15th – Roster Updates Due
15th – Calendar Planning Meeting
21st – Silent Auction Donation Responses Due
TBD - Social Dinner
30th – 2018 Board Election Ballots Due

June 2017
14th – 6P/7P Dinner/Member & Board Meeting at TBD
15th – July/August Nor’Wester Deadline
TBD – Walla Walla Winery Tour – Brett Burroughs
TBD - Social Dinner

December 2017
TBD – 6P/7P – Cocktail Hour/Holiday Party
15th – January/February Nor’Wester Deadline
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January 2017

11th – 6P Dinner/7P Member/Board Meeting – Join us for a 6P dinner followed by the monthly Member/Board Meeting at 7P at the Clubhouse Restaurant at McCormick Woods located at 5155 McCormick Woods Drive SE in Port
Orchard. We will be meeting in the back room.
18th – 6P Dinner/7P Calendar Planning Meeting - Join us for dinner followed by the 2017 OPR event calendar
planning meeting at the Clubhouse Restaurant at McCormick Woods located at 5155 McCormick Woods Drive SE
in Port Orchard. We will be meeting in the back room. If you cannot attend, but are interested in planning an event
for 2017, please contact our social & event chair, Maryann Elwell at maelwell@centurytel.net or phone (253)
853-4003, preferably before the meeting.
28th – 7P Social Dinner – Alex and Debbie Raphael are planning a dinner to celebrate the Chinese New Year at Panda
Inn. The restaurant is located at 5050 State Highway 303 NE, Bremerton, WA 98311. Please RSVP to Debbie by
1/21/17 via email at draphael@copiersnw.com or phone (360) 340-1583.

February 2017

8th – 6P Dinner/7P Member/Board Meeting – Join us for a 6P dinner followed by the monthly Member/Board Meeting at 7P at the Clubhouse Restaurant at McCormick Woods located at 5155 McCormick Woods Drive SE in Port
Orchard. We will be meeting in the back room.
15th – March/April Nor’Wester Deadline - Provide any articles, photos, or classified ads to Don Conner at don-

mar78a@msn.com.
18th – 7P Social Dinner – Bill and Maryann Elwell are planning at Massimo Italian Grill at the Purdy Bridge. The
restaurant is located at 13802 Purdy Dr. NW, Gig Harbor, WA 98332. Please RSVP to Maryann by 2/10/17 via
email maelwell@centurytel.net or phone (253) 853-4003.

Other Region and Car Related Events

1/7 – 8A – Caffeine & Gasoline at Griot’s Garage 3333 South 38th Street in Tacoma. Theme: Seahawks.

1/12 – 5P-8P – Race Night at America’s Car Museum (2702 East D St. in Tacoma). For details go to https://
www.americascarmuseum.org/events/.
1/14 – 7:30A-4P – PNWR Winter Driver Skills at Bremerton Motorsports Park. Driver Skills is a one-day clinic on
the fundamentals of performance appropriate for novices and experienced drivers alike, to make you a safer,
more competent driver. Working 1:1 with our instructors, students rotate in small groups through the following
educational segments: classroom, slalom, wet skid pad, threshold braking and accident avoidance, handling oval
and autocross. Together, the segments improve your ability to look ahead, place the car precisely, control weight
transfer, steer with the throttle, and brake effectively. Run groups are small, which means that wait time between runs is minimal. At the end of the primary sessions, students are encouraged to apply the lessons of the
day in an optional segment on a large maneuvering course. The Driver Skills participation fee is $105, including
a hot lunch. Limited helmet rentals are available for $25, with the fee waived for those participants under 21
years of age. For details go to http://www.pnwr.org or register at MotorsportReg.com.
1/21 – 6P-11P – PNWR Awards Banquet & Annual Meeting at Museum of Flight. For details on registering go to
http://www.pnwr.org or RSVP to social@pnwr.org by 1/13/17.
1/21 – 11A-4P – Family STEAM Day: Pinewood Power at America’s Car Museum (2702 East D St. in Tacoma).
For details go to https://www.americascarmuseum.org/events/.
1/28 – 9:30A-12:30P – PNWR TechEd at Gerber Motorsport Goodman Racing with a presentation by Dominic Dobson, a seven time Indy 500 competitor, Indy Rookie of the Year, IMSA 962 Driver. Raced at: Le Mans, Sebring,
Baja and Goodwood. For details go to http://www.pnwr.org. RSVP to TechEd@pnwr.org or 425-836-3963.
2/4 – 8A – Caffeine & Gasoline at Griot’s Garage 3333 South 38th Street in Tacoma.
2/7 – 11:30A-12:30P – If Cars Could Talk at America’s Car Museum (2702 East D St. in Tacoma). For details go to
https://www.americascarmuseum.org/events/.
2/9 – 5P-8P – Race Night at America’s Car Museum (2702 East D St. in Tacoma). For details go to https://
www.americascarmuseum.org/events/.
2/18 – 7:30A-4P – PNWR Driver Skills at Bremerton Motorsports Park. For details go to http://www.pnwr.org or register at MotorsportReg.com.
2/18 – 11A-4P – Family STEAM Day at America’s Car Museum (2702 East D St. in Tacoma). For details go to
https://www.americascarmuseum.org/events/.

2/18-19 Early Bird Automotive Show & Swap Meet at Puyallup Fairgrounds. Enter at Blue or Gold Gate. Saturday
8am–5pm and Sunday 9am–3pm. For details go to http://www.earlybirdswap.org.
2/25 – PNWR Autocross Practice and Awards Banquet - For details go to http://www.pnwr.org.
3/7 – 11:30A-12:30P – If Cars Could Talk at America’s Car Museum (2702 East D St. in Tacoma). For details go to
https://www.americascarmuseum.org/events/.
3/9 – 5P-8P – Race Night at America’s Car Museum (2702 East D St. in Tacoma). For details go to https://
www.americascarmuseum.org/events/.
3/10 – 7A-4P – PCA Werks Reunion at the famous Amelia Island Concours d'Elegance in Florida. For details go to
http://werksreunion.com/.
3/11 – 7:30A-4P – PNWR Driver Skills at Bremerton Motorsports Park. For details go to http://www.pnwr.org or register at MotorsportReg.com.
3/18 – 7 A-4P – PNWR Autocross at Bremerton Motorsports Park. For details go to http://www.pnwr.org or register at
MotorsportReg.com.
3/18 – PNWR TechEd: at Greg Whitten & Bruce Wanta Car Collections. See two of the finest car collections that are
seldom open for public viewing. Bruce & Greg will give personal tours of their collections, this is a very rare
and special opportunity. Cost: $39.00 per person, attendance is limited. RSVP will be available closer to the
event. A portion of the proceeds of this event will go to the Lake Washington Institute of Technology. For details go to http://www.pnwr.org and for questions contact John Mueller at TechEd@pnwr.org or 425-836-3963.
3/18 – 11A-4P – Family STEAM Day at America’s Car Museum (2702 East D St. in Tacoma). For details go to
https://www.americascarmuseum.org/events/.
3/29– 7A – PNWR Drivers Ed Ground School. For information about the PNWR Driver Education program go to
http://www.pnwr.org.
3/29-4/2 – PCA Spring Treffin in Hill Country, Austin TX. Treffens center around driving, dining and exploring. Arrival and registration occurs on Wednesday, “Drives” led by the local region are held on Thursday and Saturday,
and Navigator’s Day Off (NDO) “Tours” are scheduled on Friday. Self-touring is available throughout the
event. Depart Sunday morning. Registration opens 1/4/17 at 2P CDT at https://treffen.pca.org/index.cfm?
event=main.showRegistration. For schedule of events go to https://treffen.pca.org/index.cfm?
event=main.showSchedule.
4/28-5/7 – Spring Treffen Plus. Drive a new Porsche through in Austria and Germany. For details go to http://
www.fastlanetravel.com/index.php/thetoursv5/2017/spring-treffen-plus-2017.
7/9-15 – Porsche Parade – will take place in Spokane, WA. For more information go to https://www.pca.org/
event/2016-11-15/2017-parade-july-9-15-2017.
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2016 Holiday Party – Bill Elwell
you weren’t there at the party this year, let me catch
you up on what happened.
The 2016 party was held at the Clearwater Casino
in Suquamish on Rt. 305 just before you cross the
bridge to Bainbridge Island. The Clearwater Casino has
been steadily upgrading its facilities since it opened in
its present location in 2003. Our banquet room was
bright and clean. The food was terrific and the staff
was warm friendly, and helpful. Those of us that
stayed the night had very nice rooms. We owe Debbie
Raphael and Maryann Elwell thanks for putting this
event together.
During the evening, the new board members and
chair people were announced. You can find those results in my “From the President’s Desk” article.
Our annual awards were given out at the party as
well. Those awards are as follows:
Member of the Year – Maryann Elwell

Of all our events throughout the year, the Holiday
Party is always the one I look forward to the most.
Growing up in a family where my parents owned a Jewelry store that was open 9am – 9pm 7 days a week
from Black Friday through Christmas Eve left me with
mixed feelings about the holidays. Despite those
mixed feelings, the holidays do seem to bring out
something in people that you don’t see any other time
of the year. Folks seem to care a little more about
each other. So for me, the Holiday Party is a chance to
shake hands with or give a hug to all those folks that
I’ve gotten to know through the year and to wish them
the best in the holiday season.

The Holiday Party is more than just eating, drinking
and socializing. We announce the awards for the year,
we announce the new board members for the coming

Rookie of the Year – Konrad Klett
Awards were given to board members and chair
people stepping down from their roles in 2016:
Departing President – Alex Raphael
Departing Treasurer – Maryann Elwell
Departing Secretary – Barb Hanford
Departing Social Chair – Pete Fischer
Members who organized any social activities were
awarded Starbucks gift cards and those people included: Bill & Maryann Elwell, Don & Sue Knievel,
Brian Forde, Brett Burroughs, Brooks & Barb Hanford,
Debbie Raphael, Kip Sparber & Anna Hoey, Pete
Fischer, Don Connor, Pete Bonfrisco, and Steve
O’Rorke.

year, we have a white elephant gift exchange, and we
have a silent auction to raise money for charity. So if
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Members who contributed to the newsletter were
also recognized with Starbucks gift cards including: Bill
Elwell, Maryann Elwell, Adrianne Loser, Bob Becken,
Brett Burroughs, Brian Forde, Dave Miller, Dave
Meyers, Don Connor, Glen Diefenderfer, Neil Green,
Pete Bonfrisco, and Pete Fischer.
If your name is on one of these lists and you weren’t at the party, come see me, I have your award.
The holiday party is also the center of our charitable activities. Maryann Elwell told us that we donated
$1,000 to the YWCA Adopt-a-Family at Christmas program (we adopted 4 families) and $600 to the Wild
Felid Advocacy Center on Harstine Island. For more
info about the Felid Center, check out Kip Sparber's article in this issue. Earlier in the year the club donated
$180 to the Pike Place Market Foundation.
The silent auction held at the holiday party is the
source for the money we donate to charity each year.
This year, sales at the auction totaled roughly $1,400.
That money will be held until next holiday season when
we will identify one or two charities that the club will
support.
For me, the best part of the evening is the white
elephant gift exchange. I'm sure that most of you

know what a white elephant exchange is and you know
it can be a lot of fun or pretty boring depending on the
participants and the gifts given. Our exchange has historically be a real hoot and this year was no exception.
By the time you read this, the calendar planning
meeting will likely be behind us already and we'll be
closing in on our first event. I hope to see you at an
event soon.

9

Detailing—Washing the Car
Let's start out with a quick refresher. Here is the four
step process that covers what we all should be thinking
about when it comes to caring for and protecting the incredibly thin coat of paint on our cars.
1. Clean – The first step is to thoroughly clean the exterior of your car including the wheels and wheel wells.
In the last issue I covered washing the wheels. In this
issue we'll cover washing the car.
2. Decontaminate – Decontamination removes bits of dirt
that are embedded in the paint which can't be removed with washing. We'll cover this in a later issue.
3. Polish – Polishing addresses scratches and stains in the
clear coat. We'll cover this in a later issue.
4. Protect – The last step in the process is to apply something that will protect the paint. We'll cover this in a
later issue.
In the last issue I covered the two bucket wash method,
but it's important and I'm going to review it briefly. In the
two bucket wash method, one bucket is for soapy wash water and the other is for dirty rinse water. Your washing tools
start in the clean soapy water. You use a tool to clean
something and then dunk it into the rinse bucket which has
no soap. The dirt comes off in the rinse bucket and then
you move the tool to the soapy water bucket and start the
process again. This does a fantastic job at preventing dirt
from making its way back onto your car and scratching it.
With that said, let me first cover the tools and chemicals
we'll need.
Wash buckets – we covered wash buckets in the last
issue when we talked about washing wheels. Write me if
you don't have access to that issue and I'll send it to you.
The same bucket rig we used for wheels will be used here
again.

it there until they are rinsed. I prefer to use chenille wash
mitts that look like one in the image. Woolie wash mitts
(sometimes called sheepskin) should work well too but I
don't believe they release dirt as easily when rinsed as the
chenille mitts do.
Car wash soap – Please, please, please don't use Dawn
or any other dish-washing soap on your car. Dish-washing
soap will shorten the life of any wax that is on the car. Use a
dedicated car wash soap. There are a ton of car wash soaps
out there. Just keep it simple and you'll be fine. Griot's Car
Wash is a great product and it’s what I use at home. At the
shop, I use Meguiar's Hyper Wash but it only comes in a 1
gallon size and isn't typically stocked at local stores. If you
shop at a local auto parts store, Meguiar's Gold will very
likely be on the shelf and it's a fine choice.
Drying towels – The wash process I teach you will use
two types of towels. The first towel is a drying towel. Don't
use a bath towel. Use a microfiber towel specifically designed for drying cars. Griot's PFM drying towel is generally
considered one of the best drying towels out there. At
home I have a number of Griot's drying towels including a
PFM. At the shop I use Cobra Guzzlers but I'll probably
switch over to Griot's PFMs when the Guzzlers wear out.
Wiping towels – In my opinion, a drying towel should
never touch anything that is dirty enough to stain it. So
when it comes to drying door jambs, wheels, wheel well lips
and so on, you need a lower quality microfiber towel.
Griot's has either the multi-purpose utility towel or, if your
budget can handle it, the Dirty Spot Microfiber Wipe Down
Towel. The alternative that I like is the Kirkland microfiber
towels you can find at Costco. These are going to get dirty,
so you don't want to sink a ton of money into buying them.
Tar and sap remover – You'll have bits of tar that car
soap and a wash mitt won't remove. The absolute, must
Wash mitt – I don't ever want to see one of you bucket have, product in your tool kit is 3M Specialty Adhesive Rewashing your car with a towel, sponge, or rag. Car wash
mover. Use this for tar, tree sap, or any other spot of gooey
mitts are designed to pull dirt away from the paint and hold stuff that won't come off with the wash mitt. Beware. This
stuff has a strong odor. Any rag that you use with it should
be left outside until you're ready to wash it and then wash it
alone. I've had a whole wash load of towels come out smelling like this stuff before I learned better.
Bug remover – Bugs typically cover larger areas like the
front of the car and the front facing surfaces of the rear
view mirrors. For bugs, you'll want something you can spray
onto a large area and let sit to soften the bug guts. At the
shop, I use Poorboy's World Bug Squish. At home I use
Griot's Bug & Smudge Remover.
Squeegee or blower – A squeegee or blower is an optional drying aid. Squeegees are somewhat controversial.
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Some believe that a squeegee will grab onto and hold small
particles of dirt that will scratch your paint. Others believe
that if the car is washed correctly and the squeegee properly cared for, there is no risk. I've used squeegees for years
but am about to try using a blower. If you go the squeegee
route, make sure you get one that's flexible so it will bend to
match the curves of body panels.
A blower makes more sense if you wash a lot of vehicles
and/or your vehicle(s) have a lot of little nooks you can't
reach with a towel. McKee's makes a blower designed for
cars and motorcycles that I'm going to try shortly. Metro
makes a line of vacuums and blowers that are a bit pricey,
but well respected. I've heard of some folks using a leaf
blower. It's got to be awkward, but unless it's one of those
dual purpose blower vacuums, I don't see a problem. Don't
be tempted to use a shop vac with the hose flipped around
to the exhaust port. Unless you have a dedicated hose that
is only used for blowing, you should never use a shop vac to
dry your car. Shop vac hoses are corrugated and dirt gets
trapped in the corrugations. When you start blowing, bits of
dirt will come loose as the hose flexes and you'll blow them
onto your paint.
Let me cover four guidelines before we get started.
From this point forward anything we do to the exterior of
the car must be done without introducing any new
scratches in the paint. Unless you've got years of experience, all of your detailing activities must be done in the
shade. Specific to washing the car, you have to keep the car
wet until you start to dry it. If a drop of water dries on the
paint, it will leave a mineral stain. Removing it will likely
require buffing. Finally, always start at the top of the car
(the cleanest part) and work your way down to the bottom
(the dirtiest part).
OK, let’s get dirty, or maybe just a little wet.
1. Fill one of your wash buckets with water and the second bucket with car wash soap and water. Your wash
mitt should be in the soapy bucket.
2. Take your hose and rinse the car from top to bottom.
3. If you've got squished bugs on your car, liberally spray
the affected areas with your bug spray to soften the
bugs while you wash the rest of the car.
4. Starting on the roof of your car, take the wash mitt and
wash a section of the car. Maybe half the roof plus
half of the front and rear windows would be a good
first section.
5. Dunk the mitt in the rinse bucket, swirl it around a bit,
pick it out, and give it a quick squeeze. Then dunk it in
the soapy bucket.
6. Rinse the area you just washed. While you have the
hose in your hands, give a quick squirt on any panel
that looks like they are starting to dry out.

7. Pick a new area to wash, grab the wash mitt and return
to step 3. Keep this up, saving the bottom 8” of the
car for last. Use the 3M Adhesive Remover spray
when you come across any stubborn gunk.
8. Once you start washing the bottom of the car, make
sure you get your mitt down underneath the bottom
of the car. Typically, the painted surface wraps down
underneath the car. There's usually an inch or so of
painted metal on the bottom of at least two sides of
the car. And the plastic trim on the front and back
almost always wraps well under the car. Make sure
you reach under there and get all those surfaces. If
you've never cleaned under there before your wash
mitt will come up really dirty the first few times.
9. Grab a wiping towel and wash the exhaust tips.
10. Now it's time to dry things off. If you've chosen to use
a squeegee or a blower, use your tool of choice to remove the bulk of the standing water. They won't completely dry the car. They are just tools to get the bulk
of the water off so you can quickly dry the car with a
single drying towel.
11. If you have a blower, blow out the little gaps around
the headlights, taillights, door handles, and so on. A
blower is the only practical way to get at these little
spots.
12. Grab a drying towel and get busy. Remember, start at
the top of the car. Focus on the big painted, glass,
and plastic surfaces. If you didn't use a squeegee or
blower, it will take 3 or 4 drying towels to dry the car.
13. Grab a wiping towel and dry the wheels. It might take
two towels. But if you have a blower, it's great on
wheels.
14. Open the hood, trunk, and doors.
15. Grab a couple wiping towels and start working around
the edges and openings of the hood, trunk, and doors.
You'll need two or three wiping towels. Let me point
out a couple areas that are frequently ignored. Make
sure you get back in and around the door hinges.
Also, the bottom edge of the doors are typically a
mess. If your car has a gasket down there, make sure
you get the towel into the folds of the gasket. Those
gaskets can be a real mess.
There you go, your car is washed and dried. I should
make mention of foam canons in this article. There are
three kinds of foam canons (hose end, compressed air, and
power washer) but they all do the same thing to one degree
or another.
Continued on Page 20
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Felid Porsche Tour—Kip Sparber
On Oct. 22nd, a beautiful autumn day, the OPR Club went on a tour to the Wild Felid Advocacy Center on Harstine Island, located in rural area of Mason County.
The tour started at the Belfair Safeway parking lot with 13 fine looking Porsches', from a 356 up to the newest of
the breed.

The tour stayed mostly on the back roads of Mason County. After a short trip to Allyn, we took a left on the
Grapeview Loop Road and followed the shoreline of Puget Sound. After arriving back onto Highway 3, we
crossed it to try another back road, only to cross Highway 3 one more time to eventually get onto Pickering
Road and the Olympic Bakery. A quick stop for coffee, pastries and bread and we were off again.
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We arrived at the Wild Felid Center on Harstine Island a few
minutes later.

The Felid Center is privately owned by Mark and Shelleen
Mathews and is licensed by the USDA under the Animal Welfare Act. There are currently 59 wild cats of all different species housed at the facility. Cats are obtained from private
owners that can no longer care for the cats or businesses
that have no more need for the commercial benefits that the
animal provided. The cats range from a Gordon Cat up to
two Tigers.
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The Center is run by volunteers (thank you Louise Fry), donations from the public and grocery stores that provide meat that can no longer to sold to the public. The USDA conducts routine inspections to verify the health
and feeding of the cats. Our group was too large to go as one so we were split up into two groups and escorted
on a guided tour of the sanctuary.

After the hour tour some members purchased items from the gift store located on the property. The employees
of the facility were thanked and our group went back on the road.
16

The group, now larger after meeting up with other members that met us there, completed the loop of the island and continued southwest down the shoreline of Puget Sound in the "Agate" area of Mason County.
We crossed over Highway 3 again and toured the shoreline of the Mason Lake area (to get an idea of what
freshwater looked like). The tour then proceeded down to Highway 106 (the Southshore of Hood Canal- misnamed, it's actually a channel). We turned west and proceeded to Union where we concluded the tour at 2 Margarita's, a Mexican Restaurant located on the shoreline of the canal. The staff provided the group of 25 great
service and fine food.
After the meal, the group said their goodbyes and we all went out prospective ways. Thank all that attended.
Anyone interested in donating or volunteering the Center's address is:
Wild Felid Advocacy Center of Washington
3111 E. Harstine Island Road N.
Shelton, Wa. 98584
or you can go to the website:
www.wildfelids.org
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They are supposed to spray a thick foam of car soap and
water. The foam will cling to the car for a while. The object
is to spray down some or all of a car with soap foam and
then grab your wet wash mitt and wipe it down in order to
speed up the wash process. I’ve seen videos of guys that
can hand wash a car in under 10 minutes with a foam canon
and two wash mitts.
If we’re talking about a production environment where
cars are being washed one after another throughout the
day, then there can be some value to the foam canon. If all
you’re doing is a single car then I believe the time required
to setup and tear down the hardware will erase any time
savings you might see. I have a compressed air foam canon
and they are fun to use, but I’m not sure it’s going to be part
of my long term process. From what I’ve seen, the hose end
canons are the lease effective and the pressure washer canons give the best results.
And finally, cleaning the glass. Cleaning windows was,
believe it or not, the toughest thing for me to learn to do
right the first time, every time and there are lots of little
“gotchas”. You can't do it in the sun (the window cleaner
dries too fast and leaves streaks). Any dirt on a towel has a
tendency to jump back onto the glass leaving streaks. If a
window is particularly dirty it will take a few passes to get it
clean. Streaks are often not visible when the car is inside,
but they become clear as day in bright sunlight or when
driving under street lights. It can be frustrating at times.
Everyone seems to have their own method. I'll share mine
with you.
The glass is always the last thing I clean. If I'm going to
be polishing or waxing the car, I won't clean the glass until
I'm done waxing and applying any other products to the car.
Other products that you apply to the car will almost always
find their way onto the glass, so I save cleaning it for last.
For equipment and chemicals, I use 3 things. For a window cleaner at home I use Griot's Window Cleaner and at
the shop I use Meguiar's Glass Cleaner. Don't use cleaners
with ammonia, they are not window tint safe. The second
item I use is dedicated window towels. At home I use
Griot's microfiber glass cleaning cloths. Griot's recently
added PFM Dual Weave Glass Towels but I haven't tried
them. At the shop I use blue huck glass cleaning towels.
Blue huck towels are actually used in surgical procedures
but they work really well for glass too. My final tool is a
GlassMaster Pro (see the picture). For an old guy like me,
reaching the bottom of front windshields and many back
windows is pretty awkward.

If you've ever owned a 944 then you know that cleaning
the inside back hatch glass is a ridiculous exercise in physical
contortion. But the GlassMaster makes it all easy.
Now for the process. On the exterior windows I use two
window towels. Liberally spray half a windshield or a side
window with window cleaner. Wipe the area with one of
the towels. The object is to spread the window cleaner and
dissolve the dirt on the window. While the window is still
wet, take the second towel and dry the area. Flip the drying
towel around every time so you don't use the same part
twice. You can use the wiping towel two times or until it
looks dirty before you flip it.
Inside I use a similar process, but I use the GlassMaster
with the yellow terry bonnet instead of a wiping towel. I
don't want to spray window cleaner all over the interior of
the car, so I spray the GlassMaster yellow bonnet liberally
with window cleaner and wipe down the section of window
I'm cleaning. While the glass is still damp I'll use a glass
towel to wipe it dry, or if the piece of glass is difficult to
reach, I'll swap heads on the GlassMaster and use the blue
bonnet to dry the section I'm working on.
OK, this is going to sound excessive but I'll share it anyway. If I'm having problems getting rid of some streaks it's
really helpful if I know if the streak is on the inside or outside of the glass. So when I dry the outside glass I wipe up
and down. The inside glass gets dried by wiping left to right.
As soon as I see a streak on the glass, I know if it’s inside or
out.

Convertible Tops
When it comes to washing a car, convertible tops need
to be handled separately from the rest of the car. The first
step in caring for your convertible top is to know whether
you have a vinyl or fabric top. If you don't already know,
put a few drops of water on the convertible top and rub the
water into the top with your finger. Fabric tops will start to
absorb the water. The water will just sit in a pool on a vinyl
top. Next, you'll want to go buy a kit specifically designed
for your type of top. 303 Products, Griot's, and RaggTopp all
sell convertible top products that I'm comfortable recommending. The RaggTopp line has different products for vinyl
and fabric tops and is my product of choice.
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Let me give you a little background first. The vast majority of convertible tops I see are fabric. Fabric tops typically consist of a canvas top layer (the part that we see)
which isn’t waterproof and a waterproof rubber membrane
underneath. Caring for these tops involves keeping them
clean, free of lint, and protected from stains. Vinyl tops, on
the other hand, are typically single layer affairs and are
much easier to care for.
Some folks recommend starting the process of cleaning
a convertible top by vacuuming the top. Next, you'll need a
medium to soft bristle brush to clean the top. Horsehair
upholstery brushes work well on convertible tops. Apply
the convertible cleaning product and work it in with the
brush. Rinse with water. Now let the top dry. It has to be
completely dry before applying any protectant. I won't
touch a fabric top with any sort of towel, it will grab bits of
lint off the towel like a magnet. But some folks say that you
can use a chamois or drying towel to blot the water from
the top. I emphasize the word “blot”. Don't dare rub a
piece of fabric on a fabric top. Letting the car sit overnight
in a garage is typically enough to get it dry. Once the top is
completely dry, make sure there are no bits of lint or debris
still on the top; grab a lint roller to remove them if necessary.
Now the protectant can go on. The protectant will
come in some form of spray, either pump or aerosol. Follow
the product directions regarding the number of coats to apply. A little overspray on the windows or paint is not a problem. Overspray removal is easy with the products I've used.
The protectant should be applied every year or two.
Between applications, you can clean the top with the soapy
water from your car wash bucket using the brush described
above.
Thanks for reading. And, as always, if all this seems
more than you want to get involved with, bring your car by
my shop at MAXRPM in Bremerton, and I’ll handle it for you.

Bill Elwell
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For Sale:
Purchased in Calif from Porsche dealer - too warm for
climate.
Worn very little, like new
Size: Medium
$100.00
Ed Scheid
3820 Spadoni Ln 7 D
gig harbor, Wa 98335
213 219 2191

Display your colors!
Hats, Shirts, Jackets, Travel Bags and other items are available now.
To place orders: Contact Neil Green - nwgreen7@msn.com

or Phone (360) 456-1771
Price reduction!
Car Badges reduced from $35.00 to $25.00

Olympic Peninsula Region/Porsche Club of America
P.O. Box 3572
Silverdale, WA 98383

