






 

 

Members who contributed to the newsletter were 
also recognized with Starbucks gift cards including:  Bill 
Elwell, Maryann Elwell, Adrianne Loser, Bob Becken, 
Brett Burroughs, Brian Forde, Dave Miller, Dave 
Meyers, Don Connor, Glen Diefenderfer, Neil Green, 
Pete Bonfrisco, and Pete Fischer. 

If your name is on one of these lists and you were-
n’t at the party, come see me, I have your award. 

The holiday party is also the center of our charita-
ble activities.  Maryann Elwell told us that we donated 
$1,000 to the YWCA Adopt-a-Family at Christmas pro-
gram (we adopted 4 families) and $600 to the Wild 
Felid Advocacy Center on Harstine Island.  For more 
info about the Felid Center, check out Kip Sparber's ar-
ticle in this issue.  Earlier in the year the club donated 
$180 to the Pike Place Market Foundation.   

The silent auction held at the holiday party is the 
source for the money we donate to charity each year.  
This year, sales at the auction totaled roughly $1,400.  
That money will be held until next holiday season when 
we will identify one or two charities that the club will 
support.   

For me, the best part of the evening is the white 
elephant gift exchange.  I'm sure that most of you 

know what a white elephant exchange is and you know 
it can be a lot of fun or pretty boring depending on the 
participants and the gifts given.  Our exchange has his-
torically be a real hoot and this year was no exception. 

By the time you read this, the calendar planning 
meeting will likely be behind us already and we'll be 
closing in on our first event.  I hope to see you at an 
event soon. 
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Let's start out with a quick refresher.  Here is the four 
step process that covers what we all should be thinking 
about when it comes to caring for and protecting the in-
credibly thin coat of paint on our cars. 

1.  Clean – The first step is to thoroughly clean the exte-
rior of your car including the wheels and wheel wells.  
In the last issue I covered washing the wheels.  In this 
issue we'll cover washing the car. 

2.  Decontaminate – Decontamination removes bits of dirt 
that are embedded in the paint which can't be re-
moved with washing.  We'll cover this in a later issue. 

3.  Polish – Polishing addresses scratches and stains in the 
clear coat.  We'll cover this in a later issue. 

4.  Protect – The last step in the process is to apply some-
thing that will protect the paint.  We'll cover this in a 
later issue. 

In the last issue I covered the two bucket wash method, 
but it's important and I'm going to review it briefly.  In the 
two bucket wash method, one bucket is for soapy wash wa-
ter and the other is for dirty rinse water.  Your washing tools 
start in the clean soapy water.  You use a tool to clean 
something and then dunk it into the rinse bucket which has 
no soap.  The dirt comes off in the rinse bucket and then 
you move the tool to the soapy water bucket and start the 
process again.  This does a fantastic job at preventing dirt 
from making its way back onto your car and scratching it.   

With that said, let me first cover the tools and chemicals 
we'll need. 

Wash buckets – we covered wash buckets in the last 
issue when we talked about washing wheels.  Write me if 
you don't have access to that issue and I'll send it to you.  
The same bucket rig we used for wheels will be used here 
again. 

 
       Wash mitt – I don't ever want to see one of you bucket 
washing your car with a towel, sponge, or rag.  Car wash 
mitts are designed to pull dirt away from the paint and hold 

it there until they are rinsed.  I prefer to use chenille wash 
mitts that look like one in the image.  Woolie wash mitts 
(sometimes called sheepskin) should work well too but I 
don't believe they release dirt as easily when rinsed as the 
chenille mitts do. 

Car wash soap – Please, please, please don't use Dawn 
or any other dish-washing soap on your car.  Dish-washing 
soap will shorten the life of any wax that is on the car.  Use a 
dedicated car wash soap.  There are a ton of car wash soaps 
out there.  Just keep it simple and you'll be fine.  Griot's Car 
Wash is a great product and it’s what I use at home.  At the 
shop, I use Meguiar's Hyper Wash but it only comes in a 1 
gallon size and isn't typically stocked at local stores.  If you 
shop at a local auto parts store, Meguiar's Gold will very 
likely be on the shelf and it's a fine choice. 

Drying towels – The wash process I teach you will use 
two types of towels.  The first towel is a drying towel.  Don't 
use a bath towel.  Use a microfiber towel specifically de-
signed for drying cars.  Griot's PFM drying towel is generally 
considered one of the best drying towels out there.  At 
home I have a number of Griot's drying towels including a 
PFM.  At the shop I use Cobra Guzzlers but I'll probably 
switch over to Griot's PFMs when the Guzzlers wear out. 

Wiping towels – In my opinion, a drying towel should 
never touch anything that is dirty enough to stain it.  So 
when it comes to drying door jambs, wheels, wheel well lips 
and so on, you need a lower quality microfiber towel.  
Griot's has either the multi-purpose utility towel or, if your 
budget can handle it, the Dirty Spot Microfiber Wipe Down 
Towel.  The alternative that I like is the Kirkland microfiber 
towels you can find at Costco.  These are going to get dirty, 
so you don't want to sink a ton of money into buying them. 

Tar and sap remover – You'll have bits of tar that car 
soap and a wash mitt won't remove.  The absolute, must 
have, product in your tool kit is 3M Specialty Adhesive Re-
mover.  Use this for tar, tree sap, or any other spot of gooey 
stuff that won't come off with the wash mitt.  Beware.  This 
stuff has a strong odor.  Any rag that you use with it should 
be left outside until you're ready to wash it and then wash it 
alone.  I've had a whole wash load of towels come out smell-
ing like this stuff before I learned better. 

Bug remover – Bugs typically cover larger areas like the 
front of the car and the front facing surfaces of the rear 
view mirrors.  For bugs, you'll want something you can spray 
onto a large area and let sit to soften the bug guts.  At the 
shop, I use Poorboy's World Bug Squish.  At home I use 
Griot's Bug & Smudge Remover. 

Squeegee or blower – A squeegee or blower is an op-
tional drying aid.  Squeegees are somewhat controversial.  
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Some believe that a squeegee will grab onto and hold small 
particles of dirt that will scratch your paint.  Others believe 
that if the car is washed correctly and the squeegee prop-
erly cared for, there is no risk.  I've used squeegees for years 
but am about to try using a blower.  If you go the squeegee 
route, make sure you get one that's flexible so it will bend to 
match the curves of body panels. 

A blower makes more sense if you wash a lot of vehicles 
and/or your vehicle(s) have a lot of little nooks you can't 
reach with a towel.  McKee's makes a blower designed for 
cars and motorcycles that I'm going to try shortly.  Metro 
makes a line of vacuums and blowers that are a bit pricey, 
but well respected.  I've heard of some folks using a leaf 
blower.  It's got to be awkward, but unless it's one of those 
dual purpose blower vacuums, I don't see a problem.  Don't 
be tempted to use a shop vac with the hose flipped around 
to the exhaust port.  Unless you have a dedicated hose that 
is only used for blowing, you should never use a shop vac to 
dry your car.  Shop vac hoses are corrugated and dirt gets 
trapped in the corrugations.  When you start blowing, bits of 
dirt will come loose as the hose flexes and you'll blow them 
onto your paint. 

Let me cover four guidelines before we get started.  
From this point forward anything we do to the exterior of 
the car must be done without introducing any new 
scratches in the paint.  Unless you've got years of experi-
ence, all of your detailing activities must be done in the 
shade.  Specific to washing the car, you have to keep the car 
wet until you start to dry it.  If a drop of water dries on the 
paint, it will leave a mineral stain.  Removing it will likely 
require buffing.  Finally, always start at the top of the car 
(the cleanest part) and work your way down to the bottom 
(the dirtiest part). 

OK, let’s get dirty, or maybe just a little wet. 
1.  Fill one of your wash buckets with water and the sec-

ond bucket with car wash soap and water.  Your wash 
mitt should be in the soapy bucket. 

2.  Take your hose and rinse the car from top to bottom. 
3.  If you've got squished bugs on your car, liberally spray 

the affected areas with your bug spray to soften the 
bugs while you wash the rest of the car. 

4.  Starting on the roof of your car, take the wash mitt and 
wash a section of the car.  Maybe half the roof plus 
half of the front and rear windows would be a good 
first section.   

5.  Dunk the mitt in the rinse bucket, swirl it around a bit, 
pick it out, and give it a quick squeeze.  Then dunk it in 
the soapy bucket. 

6.  Rinse the area you just washed.  While you have the 
hose in your hands, give a quick squirt on any panel 
that looks like they are starting to dry out. 

7.  Pick a new area to wash, grab the wash mitt and return 
to step 3.  Keep this up, saving the bottom 8” of the 
car for last.  Use the 3M Adhesive Remover spray 
when you come across any stubborn gunk.   

8.  Once you start washing the bottom of the car, make 
sure you get your mitt down underneath the bottom 
of the car.  Typically, the painted surface wraps down 
underneath the car.  There's usually an inch or so of 
painted metal on the bottom of at least two sides of 
the car.  And the plastic trim on the front and back 
almost always wraps well under the car.  Make sure 
you reach under there and get all those surfaces.  If 
you've never cleaned under there before your wash 
mitt will come up really dirty the first few times. 

9.  Grab a wiping towel and wash the exhaust tips. 
10.  Now it's time to dry things off.  If you've chosen to use 

a squeegee or a blower, use your tool of choice to re-
move the bulk of the standing water. They won't com-
pletely dry the car.  They are just tools to get the bulk 
of the water off so you can quickly dry the car with a 
single drying towel. 

11.  If you have a blower, blow out the little gaps around 
the headlights, taillights, door handles, and so on.  A 
blower is the only practical way to get at these little 
spots. 

12.  Grab a drying towel and get busy.  Remember, start at 
the top of the car.  Focus on the big painted, glass, 
and plastic surfaces.  If you didn't use a squeegee or 
blower, it will take 3 or 4 drying towels to dry the car. 

13.  Grab a wiping towel and dry the wheels.  It might take 
two towels.  But if you have a blower, it's great on 
wheels. 

14.  Open the hood, trunk, and doors. 
15.  Grab a couple wiping towels and start working around 

the edges and openings of the hood, trunk, and doors. 
You'll need two or three wiping towels.  Let me point 
out a couple areas that are frequently ignored.  Make 
sure you get back in and around the door hinges.  
Also, the bottom edge of the doors are typically a 
mess.  If your car has a gasket down there, make sure 
you get the towel into the folds of the gasket.  Those 
gaskets can be a real mess. 

There you go, your car is washed and dried.  I should 
make mention of foam canons in this article.  There are 
three kinds of foam canons (hose end, compressed air, and 
power washer) but they all do the same thing to one degree 
or another.   

Continued on Page 20 
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On Oct. 22nd, a beautiful autumn day, the OPR Club went on a tour to the Wild Felid Advocacy Center on Har-
stine Island, located in rural area of Mason County.  
 
The tour started at the Belfair Safeway parking lot with 13 fine looking Porsches', from a 356 up to the newest of 
the breed.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The tour stayed mostly on the back roads of Mason County. After a short trip to Allyn, we took a left on the 
Grapeview Loop Road and followed the shoreline of Puget Sound. After arriving back onto Highway 3, we 
crossed it to try another back road, only to cross Highway 3 one more time to eventually get onto Pickering 
Road and the Olympic Bakery.  A quick stop for coffee, pastries and bread and we were off again.  
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We arrived at the Wild Felid Center on Harstine Island a few 
minutes later. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Felid Center is privately owned by Mark and Shelleen 
Mathews and is licensed by the USDA under the Animal Wel-
fare Act. There are currently 59 wild cats of all different spe-
cies housed at the facility. Cats are obtained from private 
owners that can no longer care for the cats or businesses 
that have no more need for the commercial benefits that the 
animal provided. The cats range from a Gordon Cat up to 
two Tigers. 
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The Center is run by volunteers (thank you Louise Fry), donations from the public and grocery stores that pro-
vide meat that can no longer to sold to the public. The USDA conducts routine inspections to verify the health 
and feeding of the cats.  Our group was too large to go as one so we were split up into two groups and escorted 

on a guided tour of the sanctuary. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
After the hour tour some members purchased items from the gift store located on the property. The employees 
of the facility were thanked and our group went back on the road. 
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The group, now  larger after meeting up with other members that met us there, completed the loop of the is-
land and continued southwest down the shoreline of Puget Sound in the "Agate" area of Mason County. 
 
We crossed over Highway 3 again and toured the shoreline of the Mason Lake area (to get an idea of what 
freshwater looked like). The tour then proceeded down to Highway 106 (the Southshore of Hood Canal- mis-
named, it's actually a channel). We turned west and proceeded to Union where we concluded the tour at 2 Mar-
garita's, a Mexican Restaurant located on the shoreline of the canal. The staff provided the group of 25 great 
service and fine food. 
 
After the meal, the group said their goodbyes and we all went out prospective ways. Thank all that attended. 
 
Anyone interested in donating or volunteering the Center's address is: 
 
Wild Felid Advocacy Center of Washington 
3111 E. Harstine Island Road N. 
Shelton, Wa. 98584 
 
or you can go to the website: 
 
www.wildfelids.org 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

18 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

19 

SUPPORT OUR 

SPONSORS! 



 

 

They are supposed to spray a thick foam of car soap and 
water.  The foam will cling to the car for a while.  The object 
is to spray down some or all of a car with soap foam and 
then grab your wet wash mitt and wipe it down in order to 
speed up the wash process.  I’ve seen videos of guys that 
can hand wash a car in under 10 minutes with a foam canon 
and two wash mitts. 

If we’re talking about a production environment where 
cars are being washed one after another throughout the 
day, then there can be some value to the foam canon.  If all 
you’re doing is a single car then I believe the time required 
to setup and tear down the hardware will erase any time 
savings you might see.  I have a compressed air foam canon 
and they are fun to use, but I’m not sure it’s going to be part 
of my long term process.  From what I’ve seen, the hose end 
canons are the lease effective and the pressure washer can-
ons give the best results. 

And finally, cleaning the glass.  Cleaning windows was, 
believe it or not, the toughest thing for me to learn to do 
right the first time, every time and there are lots of little 
“gotchas”.  You can't do it in the sun (the window cleaner 
dries too fast and leaves streaks).  Any dirt on a towel has a 
tendency to jump back onto the glass leaving streaks.  If a 
window is particularly dirty it will take a few passes to get it 
clean.  Streaks are often not visible when the car is inside, 
but they become clear as day in bright sunlight or when 
driving under street lights.  It can be frustrating at times.  
Everyone seems to have their own method.  I'll share mine 
with you. 

The glass is always the last thing I clean.  If I'm going to 
be polishing or waxing the car, I won't clean the glass until 
I'm done waxing and applying any other products to the car.  
Other products that you apply to the car will almost always 
find their way onto the glass, so I save cleaning it for last. 

For equipment and chemicals, I use 3 things.  For a win-
dow cleaner at home I use Griot's Window Cleaner and at 
the shop I use Meguiar's Glass Cleaner.  Don't use cleaners 
with ammonia, they are not window tint safe.  The second 
item I use is dedicated window towels.  At home I use 
Griot's microfiber glass cleaning cloths.  Griot's recently 
added PFM Dual Weave Glass Towels but I haven't tried 
them.  At the shop I use blue huck glass cleaning towels.  
Blue huck towels are actually used in surgical procedures 
but they work really well for glass too.  My final tool is a 
GlassMaster Pro (see the picture).  For an old guy like me, 
reaching the bottom of front windshields and many back 
windows is pretty awkward. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you've ever owned a 944 then you know that cleaning 

the inside back hatch glass is a ridiculous exercise in physical 
contortion.  But the GlassMaster makes it all easy. 

 
Now for the process.  On the exterior windows I use two 
window towels.  Liberally spray half a windshield or a side 
window with window cleaner.  Wipe the area with one of 
the towels.  The object is to spread the window cleaner and 
dissolve the dirt on the window.  While the window is still 
wet, take the second towel and dry the area.  Flip the drying 
towel around every time so you don't use the same part 
twice.  You can use the wiping towel two times or until it 
looks dirty before you flip it. 

Inside I use a similar process, but I use the GlassMaster 
with the yellow terry bonnet instead of a wiping towel.  I 
don't want to spray window cleaner all over the interior of 
the car, so I spray the GlassMaster yellow bonnet liberally 
with window cleaner and wipe down the section of window 
I'm cleaning.  While the glass is still damp I'll use a glass 
towel to wipe it dry, or if the piece of glass is difficult to 
reach, I'll swap heads on the GlassMaster and use the blue 
bonnet to dry the section I'm working on. 

OK, this is going to sound excessive but I'll share it any-
way.  If I'm having problems getting rid of some streaks it's 
really helpful if I know if the streak is on the inside or out-
side of the glass.  So when I dry the outside glass I wipe up 
and down.  The inside glass gets dried by wiping left to right.  
As soon as I see a streak on the glass, I know if it’s inside or 
out. 

Convertible Tops 
When it comes to washing a car, convertible tops need 

to be handled separately from the rest of the car.  The first 
step in caring for your convertible top is to know whether 
you have a vinyl or fabric top.  If you don't already know, 
put a few drops of water on the convertible top and rub the 
water into the top with your finger.  Fabric tops will start to 
absorb the water.  The water will just sit in a pool on a vinyl 
top.  Next, you'll want to go buy a kit specifically designed 
for your type of top.  303 Products, Griot's, and RaggTopp all 
sell convertible top products that I'm comfortable recom-
mending.  The RaggTopp line has different products for vinyl 
and fabric tops and is my product of choice. 
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Let me give you a little background first.  The vast ma-
jority of convertible tops I see are fabric.  Fabric tops typi-
cally consist of a canvas top layer (the part that we see) 
which isn’t waterproof and a waterproof rubber membrane 
underneath.  Caring for these tops involves keeping them 
clean, free of lint, and protected from stains.  Vinyl tops, on 
the other hand, are typically single layer affairs and are 
much easier to care for. 

Some folks recommend starting the process of cleaning 
a convertible top by vacuuming the top.  Next, you'll need a 
medium to soft bristle brush to clean the top.  Horsehair 
upholstery brushes work well on convertible tops.  Apply 
the convertible cleaning product and work it in with the 
brush.  Rinse with water.  Now let the top dry.  It has to be 
completely dry before applying any protectant.  I won't 
touch a fabric top with any sort of towel, it will grab bits of 
lint off the towel like a magnet.  But some folks say that you 
can use a chamois or drying towel to blot the water from 
the top.  I emphasize the word “blot”.  Don't dare rub a 
piece of fabric on a fabric top.  Letting the car sit overnight 
in a garage is typically enough to get it dry.  Once the top is 
completely dry, make sure there are no bits of lint or debris 
still on the top; grab a lint roller to remove them if neces-
sary.   

Now the protectant can go on.  The protectant will 
come in some form of spray, either pump or aerosol.  Follow 
the product directions regarding the number of coats to ap-
ply.  A little overspray on the windows or paint is not a prob-
lem.  Overspray removal is easy with the products I've used. 

The protectant should be applied every year or two.  
Between applications, you can clean the top with the soapy 
water from your car wash bucket using the brush described 
above. 

Thanks for reading.  And, as always, if all this seems 
more than you want to get involved with, bring your car by 
my shop at MAXRPM in Bremerton, and I’ll handle it for you. 

 

Bill Elwell 
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For Sale: 
 

Purchased in Calif from Por-
sche dealer - too warm for 
climate. 
Worn very little, like new 
Size:  Medium 
$100.00 
 
Ed Scheid 
3820 Spadoni Ln 7 D 
gig harbor, Wa 98335 
213 219 2191 

 Display your colors! 
 

Hats, Shirts, Jackets, Travel Bags and other items are available now.  

To place orders: Contact Neil Green - nwgreen7@msn.com  

or Phone (360) 456-1771  

Price reduction! 

 Car Badges reduced from $35.00 to $25.00 

mailto:nwgreen7@msn.com
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