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2016 Committee Chair Positions: 

 
We are looking for volunteers for the 2016 calendar year for the following committee chairs.  If something interests you, 

please let our President, Jon Wyman at Jonathan911sc@hotmail.com or (440) 463-1978.  

 

Safety Chairperson: Responsible for the club’s Safety to provide the following services, in accordance with appropriate 

Region Event Guidelines for all moving car events: (1) provide a monitor for all moving car events to ensure that the event 

organizers provide for the safety throughout the event; (2) ensure releases are signed by everyone; (3) make 

recommendations to the Region on all items of local interest pertinent to safety; (4) oversee the overall safe conduct of Region 

events, collect, report, and update all safety related information as made available from National PCA; and (5) review and 

resolve all safety issues submitted to the Safety Chair. Contact our President, Jon Wyman, if you have any questions. 

 

Newsletter Editor: Prepare, edit and cause to be published a monthly newsletter for the purpose of communicating to the 

Region membership information pertinent to the activities and operation of the Region. Appoint co-editor to provide for 

continuity during vacations, illness, emergencies, etc. Co-editor shall assist and become thoroughly familiar with all aspects of 

the publication process. Co-editor's appointment is to be submitted for Board approval at the beginning of each year.  The 

newsletter shall include, but not be limited to, the following: Calendar of Upcoming Events, including Board Meeting, Region 

Events, Zone Events, and other local events. Articles concerning upcoming and past events. Articles on local competitive 

events. Results of local competitive events. Board of Directors Meeting Minutes. New membership data. Goodie Store 

advertisement, List Board Members, Committee Chairpersons, and their contact numbers and website addresses. Required 

Publication information, such as deadlines and reprint guidelines. Newsletter credits. Technical articles and reports. 

President's message. Optional articles of general PCA interest. The newsletter shall be printed and available for the printer no 

later than the set day of each month selected by the Editor and printer.  Coordinate editorial and advertising inputs with the 

appropriate chairpersons. Appoint other persons to assist in publication of the newsletter, as necessary. Currently filled by 

Brian Forde, if you have any questions. 
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 Board of Directors              Committee Chairs 

*President: Jon Wyman      *Membership: Kip Sparber      

 Jonathan911sc@hotmail.com                                                   Kipster86@yahoo.com                                                               

*Vice President: Pete Bonfrisco           *Social Events: Pete Fischer      

 Pete.spyder.rs@gmail.com                Specyoulater@hotmail.com 

*Secretary: Amy Bonfrisco                 *Webmaster: Maryann Elwell       

 Amyh41@gmail.com                     Maelwell@centruytel.net                           

*Treasurer: Maryann Elwell                      *Newsletter: Brian Forde      

 Maelwell@centruytel.net                                            Opr-brian@live.com                 

*Member @ Large: Neil Green                                             *Goodie Store: Neil Green     

 Nwgreen7@msn.com                              Nwgreen7@msn.com    

*Past President: John James                          *Technical: Alex Raphael                     

 Jcjcarrera@comcast.net          Alex@maxrpmmotorsports.com              

*PCA Zone 6 Rep: Tim Hagner                  *Auto Events: John James         

 Simtue@gmail.com                        Jcjcarrera@comcast.net 

 
     Nor’Wester is the official newsletter of the Olympic Peninsula Region of the Porsche Club of America and is published bimonthly in Bremerton, WA.  

Opinions expressed are those of the authors and do not necessarily constitute opinions of the Porsche Club of America, Olympic Peninsula Region, the Board 

of Directors, or the Nor’Wester Editor.  Articles and photographs by OPR members are encouraged and should be submitted to the Nor’Wester Editor, Brian 

Forde at opr-brian@live.com no later than the 15th of the month prior to publication.  

Classifieds (Auto Platz) are free for Olympic Peninsula Region members, must be Porsche related and typically run for two months.  Please send submissions 

to the Nor’Wester Editor. $20.00 fee for non-members. OPR Website can be viewed at http://www.opr-pca.org/.  Articles, photos, and classified ads are gladly 

accepted by Webmaster, Brian Forde at opr-brian@live.com.                             

  Commercial advertising is accepted at the following yearly rates, paid in advance.  Rates will be pro-rated based on six newsletter issues per year.  Checks 

should be made payable to “OPR-PCA” and mailed to P.O. Box 3572, Silverdale, WA 98383-3572.  Ads may be submitted electronically (jpg, gif, tif, pdf) to 

editor. If your ad is larger than 10MB in size, then it must be submitted in printed format or on CD-ROM.  

 

   

 

                       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 3  

I

 

w

o

u

l

d

 

l

i

k

e

 

t

o

 

e

x

t

e

n

d

 

a

 

s

p

e

c

i

a

l

 

T

h

a

n

k

 

Y

o

u

In This Issue 

 

From the President....……………….5 

Events..……………………………….6 

Buying.……………………………….7 

Dinner....…………………………….10 

Tech...………………………………..11 

Lake.…………………………………13 

3 Porsches…………………………...17 

Auto PLatz.………………………….19 

Minutes………………………………20 

State of the Region………………….25 

Goody Store…………………………27 

 

Ad Size   Color  B/W  

Back Cover ¾ page   $570  N/A 
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ON THE COVER: 
The unmistakable fender flair of 

Kip Sparber’s classic 911 Turbo in 

Red during this summers’ New 

Members Picnic. Photo by Bill 

Elwell. 

[Type a quote 

from the 

document or 

the summary 

of an 
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the text box 

anywhere in 

the document. 

Use the Text 

Box Tools tab 

to change the 
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the pull quote 

text box.] 
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PCA Olympic Peninsula Region 2015 Event Calendar 
Event/Social Chair: Pete Fischer e-mail: specyoulater@hotmail.com or (360) 275-8811 

 

    January 2015 
14

th
 – 6P/7P – Dinner/Member Meeting at Clubhouse 

Restaurant, McCormick Woods  

24
th

 – 7P Social Dinner at Mizu Steak House in Gig 

Harbor – Sue Kneivel 

31
st
 – 9A-3P Tech Session/Lunch - Eastside 

Transmission, Bellevue – Pete Bonfrisco 

    February 2015 

11
th

 – 6P/7P – Dinner/Member Meeting at Clubhouse 

Restaurant, McCormick Woods  

15
th

 – March/April Nor’Wester Deadline 

21
st
 - 7P Social Dinner - Yacht Club Broiler  

27
th

 – 10A-2P - Tech Session/Lunch -  Spectra Labs in 

Tacoma – Oil Analysis – Pete Bonfrisco 

    March 2015 

11
th

 – 6P/7P – Dinner/Member Meeting at Clubhouse 

Restaurant, McCormick Woods  

22
nd

 – 2P – 11
th

 Annual Chili Cookoff at Elwell’s  

28
th

 –2 :30 PM Saturday - Tour/Dinner- Meet up at 

the General /Store in Port Gamble  

    April 2015  

11
th

 – 2P Tour to Kalinski's in Sequim – meet at 

Poulsbo McDonald’s - Brett Burroughs 

11
th

 –5:15P/6P – Member Meeting/Dinner at Old Mill 

Restaurant in Sequim 

19
th

 – Sunday Drive - TBD – Hosted by Pete Fischer 

25
th

 –  7P Social Dinner - Massimo's in Purdy - Jon 

Wyman @ Jonathan911sc@hotmail.com 

    May 2015 
9

th
 – 6P Social Dinner – RimNam Thai Restaurant in 

Bremerton - Alex Raphael 

13
th

 – 6P/7P – Dinner/Member Meeting at Clubhouse 

Restaurant, McCormick Woods 

31
st
 – Sunday Drive – TBD 

31
st
 – SOVERN Pacific NW Historics Car Corral 

ticket ordering deadline 

    June 2015 
10

th
 – 6P/7P – Dinner/Member Meeting at TBD 

15
th

 – July/August Nor’Wester Deadline 

20
th

 - Social Dinner - Cliff  House Restaurant in 

Tacoma – Jon Wyman 

28
th

 – Sunday Drive – TBD 
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July 2015 

3
rd

-5
th

 – 9A – SOVREN Pacific NW Historics Races &  

8th–6/7P – Dinner/Member Meeting at Clubhouse 

Restaurant, McCormick Woods 

18
th

 19
th

 – Drive/Tour - Mt Rainier- Packwood-Mt St. 

Helens – Don Knievel and Pete Fischer 

25
th

 – 7A - Zone 6 Tour Kick Off and OPR leg of tour 

    August 2015 
    

12th – 6/7P– Dinner/Member Meeting at Clubhouse        

 Restaurant, McCormick Woods 

15
th

 – September/October Nor’Wester Deadline 

15
th

 – Club New Members Picnic  – hosted by Kip and 

Anna at their home near Belfair 

   September 2015                                  

9
th

 – 6P/7P – Dinner/Member Meeting at McCormick 

Woods Clubhouse Restaurant. 

11
th

-13
th

 – 7:00A – Depart Port Angeles for 3 Day 

Tour to Lake Cowachin BC – RSVP to Corby 

Sommerville -$30/person event fee 

20
th

 – Sunday Drive - TBD 

   October 2015 
3

rd
 – 5pm Annual Members Meeting at Kokopelli Grill 

in Port Angeles. 

8
th

 – 2016 Board/Chair Nominations Due 

15
th

 – November/December Nor’Wester Deadline 

17
th

  – Social Dinner - TBD  

31
st
 – Holiday Party Payment Due 

31
st
 – Silent Auction Donation Responses Due 

   November 2015 
11

th
 – 6P/7P – Dinner/Member Meeting at McCormick 

Woods Clubhouse Restaurant. 

11
th

  – Holiday Party Hotel Rooms Released  

15
th

 – Roster Updates due 

18
th

 – 6P/7P – Dinner/2016 Calendar Planning 

Meeting at McCormick Woods Clubhouse 

Restaurant 

30
th

  – 2016 Election Ballots Due 

   December 2015 
12

th
 – 6:00P/7:00P – Cocktail Hour/Holiday Party at 

The Inn at Port Ludlow. 

15
th

 – January/February Nor’Wester Deadline 

 

 

 

 

mailto:specyoulater@hotmail.com


    From the President – Jon Wyman 
 
It has been an exciting driving season in 2015! September's Lake Cowichan Tour on Vancouver Island was a great 
success. There have been some other wonderful events as well, including Rennsport Reunion V at Laguna Seca, the 
Pacific NW 964 Owners Group tour in Sequim and Port Angeles, the OPR Annual Meeting in Port Angeles, the 
Happy Daze Tour with the Pacific NW Region and please don't miss our upcoming Holiday Party on December 12th 
in Port Ludlow at the Inn at Port Ludlow.   
 
We have had increased participation from both new and old members this, which has been gratifying to see. We 
have also seen members participating from PNWR, as well as members who live in this region and have dual 
membership in both OPR and PNWR.  I think this is fantastic as we have increased communication between our 
two clubs this past year through our work on the Zone 6 Grand Tour. 
  
On a personal note, I want to inform all of you that I have accepted a job offer that will require Linda and me to 
relocate to Atlanta, GA.  We will really miss the Pacific Northwest and especially our friends in the Olympic 
Peninsula Porsche Club.  These past eight years here in Gig Harbor have been a wonderful experience for us, and, 
being a part of the OPR has been as well.  We count so many of you as our good friends, and we are so sad to leave.  
Certainly, we intend to come back in the future for visits, and, our aim is to retire back here when that time comes. 
  
It has been an honor for me to serve as president of the OPR these past three years. I regret that I will not be able to 
serve in the second year of my term.  
 
If I could leave you with some words of wisdom it is our club has grown in numbers and participation over the past 
5 years and if you have not volunteered to serve on the board or as a committee chairperson I strongly encourage 
you to get involved and do so. It really does not take that much time. The more people that participate, the 
stronger  and more diverse the club will be. 
  
This is my last message as President. Thank you all for your participation and support.  Happy Holidays and all the 
best in 2016! 
 
 
 Jon Wyman 
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  OPR EVENTS AT A GLANCE 

November 2015 
11

th
 – 6P Dinner/7P Board Meeting – Join us for a 6P dinner followed by the monthly Board Meeting at 7P at the 

Clubhouse Restaurant at McCormick Woods located at 5155 McCormick Woods Drive SE in Port Orchard.  

We will be meeting in the back room. 

11
th

 – Holiday Party Hotel Rooms Released – If you plan to say overnight at the Port Ludlow Resort after the 

Holiday Party, be sure to make your room reservation by 11/11/15.  Just ask for the Porsche club Group ID 

97073 to receive the discounted rate of $149/night plus $10/night resort fee and tax when booking your room 

at (800) 732-1239 or online at http://www.portludlowresort.com. 

15
th

 – 2016 Roster Updates Due – Be sure to send any OPR Roster updates to Maryann Elwell at 

maelwell@centurytel.net or phone (253) 853-4003 by 11/15/15.  If you would like your e-mail address listed, 

please also let her know that. 

18
th

 – 6P Dinner/7P Calendar Planning Meeting – Join us for dinner followed by the meeting at the Clubhouse 

Restaurant at McCormick Woods located at 5155 McCormick Woods Drive SE in Port Orchard.  We will be 

meeting in the back room.  If you cannot attend, but are interested in planning an event for 2016, please contact 

our social & event chair, Pete Fischer at specyoulater@hotmail.com or call (360) 275-8811. 

30
th

 – 2014 Election Ballots Due – Be sure to cast your vote and turn in your election ballot to Brett Burroughs.  Can 

alternatively e-mail him at dlburroughs@comcast.net or mail to 17024 Scandia Ct. NW, Poulsbo, WA 98370. 

December 2015 

12
th

 – Holiday Party – Will be held at the Port Ludlow Resort (1 Heron Rd., Port Ludlow, WA). We will have a 

buffet dinner in a private banquet room with a no host bar and parking on site.  Cost per person is $66.  Dinner 

is a buffet which will include salads, flat iron steak, chicken breast, potatoes, rolls, vegetables, and chocolate 

pot de crème for dessert.  Please request if you require a vegetarian entrée ASAP.  RSvP for party by 11/5/15 

to Maryann Elwell at maelwell@centurytel.net or call 253-853-4003.  Payment is due ASAP and should be 

mailed to OPR-PCA at P.O. Box 3572, Silverdale, WA 98383-3572. 

15
th

 – January/February 2016 Nor'Wester Deadline - Please submit ads, articles and photos to Editor. 

January 2016 
13th – 6P Dinner/7P Board Meeting – Join us for a 6P dinner followed by the monthly Board Meeting at 7P at the 

Clubhouse Restaurant at McCormick Woods located at 5155 McCormick Woods Drive SE in Port Orchard. 

We will be meeting in the back room. 

 

Other Regional Events         

11/7 – 8A – Caffeine & Gasoline at Griot’s Garage 3333 South 38th Street in Tacoma. All German Cars.    

11/21 – 9:30A-12:30P – PNWR Tech Ed at J&L Fabricating. Building & Maintaining Race & Show Cars. 

RSVP by 11/20/15 to John Mueller at TechEd@pnwr.org. For details go to pnwr.org.       

11/21 – 10A-1P – LeMay America’s Car Museum is hosting Car Maintenance for Ladies by Ladies at museum 

located at Field 2702 East D St., Tacoma, WA 98421. Cost $15.            

12/5 – 8A – Caffeine & Gasoline at Griot’s Garage 3333 South 38th Street in Tacoma.           

1/9 – 7:30A-4P – PNWR Winter Skills Day at Bremerton Motorsports Park. Registration and payment are 

handled online via MotorsportReg.com. Contact DriverSkills@pnwr.org with any questions. 

 

The PNWR Driver Education Program is designed to provide a safe, structured teaching environment in which participants learn 

advanced car control and safe driving techniques. For information about the PNWR Driver Education program go to the At the 

Track section - Driver Education area. Pre-registration is required and will be available online at Motorsportreg.com. For 

additional information, contact Gregory Erickson at DriverEd_reg@pnwr.org 
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Buying a Part for My 944 - Bill Elwell 

 
I felt that my recent experience while buying a 

part for my 944S2 was worth sharing with everyone.  
I’m simply going to relay the facts and my feelings 
during the process.  You can draw whatever 
conclusion you like. 

 
With our 911 in the shop and the Lake Cowichan 

tour coming quickly, I pulled our 944 out of 
hibernation.  I knew that the heater was stuck 
delivering full heat all the time and I needed to fix it 
quickly.   

 
If you have a climate control problem in a 944, 

chances are EXTREMELY high that it’s a $1 plastic 
part causing the issue.   

 
There are a couple air-diverter doors in the 944 

climate system.  They are connected to actuator rods 
by little plastic clips.  Those clips break very 
frequently.  How frequently?  Well, if you look up 
“944 heater problem” on Google you’ll find a host of 
folks with faulty 944 heaters who are told to go check 
those clips.  I’ve never read a response from anyone 
who said that they checked the clips, but they weren’t 
broken.  Sure enough, one of my clips was broken. 

 
Now my job shifted to figuring out how to find 

one of these clips.  Sure there are lots of folks online 
who will sell me the clips, but I was in a hurry and 
didn’t want to pay to ship a $1 part overnight. 

 
I had the Porsche part number in hand.  I didn’t 

think I would get results but I called Larson Porsche 
in Tacoma.  When I told the parts guys I was looking 
for a 944 part he cut me off before I could read him 
the part number.   

 
He said that they don’t stock parts for old cars.  I 

was told that I could buy the part and he would call 
when it arrived from Germany.  Well, I didn’t expect 
anything more so I wasn’t disappointed. 

 
My wife, Maryann, and I were going to be driving 

up to Seattle the next day, so I call Porsche Bellevue.  
Again, I didn’t expect them to be of any help but a 3- 
minute phone call wouldn’t hurt anyone.  Here’s how 
the call went: 

 
Me:  “I’m looking for a 944 part and I have the 

part number.” 

Porsche Parts Guy:  “We probably won’t have 
the part, but give me the number and I can tell you if 
anyone in the states has it and where it’s located.” 

 
Wow, now that’s a refreshing attitude I thought to 

myself. 
 
Me:  “The part number is 944-572-217-00.  I’d 

love to have two of them but all I need is one right 
now.” 

 
Porsche Parts Guy:  “Oh, your car is blowing hot 

air all the time?  You’re not going to believe this, but I 
actually have one here right now.  If you want 
another one, the closest part is in Montreal.” 

 
Me:  “FANTASTIC!!!  I’ll give you my credit card to 

hold the part and I’ll be in your shop in about 3 
hours.” 

 
Porsche Parts Guy:  “No need for the credit card.  

Give me your name and I’ll set it aside for you.  I 
won’t be here when you get here, but just tell 
whoever is working the counter that I put a part 
aside for you.” 

 
When I hung up the phone I was not only happy 

to have found the part but I was pleasantly surprised 
by how helpful and knowledgeable that guy was.  He 
knew as soon as he saw the part description that the 
part I wanted was the one folks have been buying for 
years to fix their heaters. 

 
3 hours later I was in the Porsche Bellevue Parts 

Department.  Here is what happened: 
 
Me:  “I’m here to pick up a part that was set aside 

for me.” 
Second Porsche Parts Guy:  (looking a little 

puzzled) “Hummmm, what’s your name?” 
 
Me:  “Bill, and it’s just a little plastic part for a 

944. 
 
Second Porsche Parts Guy:  “Oh…  you’re the 

guy with the broken heater clip.  You’ve got hot air 
blowing all the time right?  Yeah, I have the clip right 
here.  It’s $0.97.” 
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Me:  “Oh crap, all I have is a $20 bill.  I could give 
you a credit card if it’s easier.  No, wait, my wife will 
have change, let me run out to the car.” 

 
Second Porsche Parts Guy:  “Don’t bother, just 

take it, it’s just a buck.” 
 
I thanked the guy about 5 times.  As I turned to 

walk toward the door I saw a little fridge, with a glass 
door, that was full of bottles of “Porsche” water.  So I 
grabbed one as I passed by.   

 
I couldn’t believe it.  I was walking out the front 

door of a Porsche dealership with a bottle of water 
and a Genuine Porsche Part and it didn’t cost me 
anything at all. 

 

I was truly impressed with how knowledgeable, 
helpful and friendly the folks at Bellevue Porsche 
were.  I just wish they weren’t over an hour away.  

 
In case you’re curious about the rest of the story.  

Yes, the clip did fix the hot air issue.  However, the 
system isn’t working yet.  Now it just blows air 
without heating or cooling it.  I need to roll up my 
sleeves and dig deeper.  

 
 It turns out that we didn’t need the 944 for the 

Lake Cowichan tour after all.  Alex at MAXRPM went 
out of his way to convince Porsche to airfreight (at no 
cost to us) the transmission for the 911 from 
Germany.  He put it in the car and it was ready to roll 
in time for the tour.  The Porsche Gods were smiling 
down on us that week. 

 

A Big Thank You to all of our Advertisers for 2015 
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June Moore         (360) 871-2332 
4235 SE Mile Hill Dr.         Serving all of Kitsap County             

Port Orchard, WA  98366    

      
   

 



October Social Dinner Salutes South of the Border Tastes - Louise Fry 

The October social dinner was held at El Pueblito Restaurant in Gig Harbor. Family owned and operated, this 
traditional Mexican restaurant is a well-known favorite among locals. Our lively group of 20 members gathered in 
the reserved/semi-private meeting room for fun conversations, authentic Mexican food, and beverages. Our lively 
group included John and Susie James, Jon and Linda Wyman, Jan Putman, Dave and Lani Kish, June Moore and 
Brian Forde, Jim and Joyce Newport, and Judy Berrian, Kevin Strilcov and I, who drive up from Olympia together.  

We finally met new members, Karen and Ryan White from Gig Harbor, who joined us for their first event, along 
with their two of their friends who happen to own a very a nice classic red 911. Hopefully they will be inclined to 
join the club as well. Due to the scattered showers we only had a couple of brave souls who brought their Porsches 
out for the night. 

President Jon welcomed the group. Conversations on a number of topics were enjoyed by the group. Delicious 
Mexican food, served in generous proportions, was enthusiastically consumed. No one left hungry and many took 
leftovers to go! It was great being able to catch up with friends that we had not seen in a while, as well as getting to 
know some of our newest members. One of the evening's highlights was the raffle, conducted by Maryann and Bill 
Elwell. Five lucky members won prizes from our sponsors, plus a cash split of the evening's donation. 

Once again, club members lived up to our motto: "It's not just the Porsches, it's also the people!" 
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Technology on the Road – Bill Elwell                                                                                                 
It’s all About the Energy – Part 2 - Brakes 

In the last issue I tried to get you to think about 
brakes as an energy conversion device, something 
that converts kinetic energy from the motion of the 
car into heat. I promised to dig into the mechanics of 
braking systems in this issue. Let’s get started. 

The first cars had wooden wheels, often with a metal 
bands around the outside. The braking system was 
taken directly from horse drawn carriages. Brakes 
were simply a hand operated lever that pressed a 
block of wood against the wheel. Even though it 
required a lot of effort, at 10MPH in a light vehicle, it 
was effective. 

 

The next step in braking technology was actually disc 
brakes. This was just before the turn of the century 
and with the available technology, disc brakes made a 
terrible screeching noise. By the time the bugs were 
worked out, the world had moved on to drum brakes. 

The first drum brakes were external drum brakes. A 
drum was attached to the axle and a metal band was 
wrapped around the drum. Stepping on the brake 
pedal tightened the band around the drum. This 
system was pioneered by Oldsmobile in 1902. The 
system was very effective and by 1904 most 
manufacturers had moved to this external drum 
brake system. 

But external drum brakes suffered from a few 
problems. The whole braking mechanism is exposed 

to the elements and didn’t last more than a few 
hundred miles. Also, they had a tendency to come 
unwrapped when stopped on a hill. 

After just a few years, the problems with external 
drum brakes caused the industry to move to internal 
drum brakes where the brake mechanism is held 
inside the drum.  

By 1915 cars started showing up with brakes on all 4 
wheels. But the driver had a brake pedal to operate 
the brakes on two of the wheels and a hand lever for 
the brakes on the other two. Everything operated 
using mechanical linkages. 

Internal drum brakes haven’t changed much in the 
past 100 years. Two brake pads are inside each brake 
drum. Pressing on the brake pedal pushes the brake 
pads apart and against the drum and therefore 
slowing the car. 

 

An enormous change in braking technology was the 
introduction of hydraulically operated brakes which 
used a fluid to transmit the force from the brake 
pedal to the drum brake on each wheel. The brake 
pedal presses on a piston inside what is called the 
master cylinder.  

The pressure on the piston increases pressure in a 
fluid which is plumbed to each wheel. Now the brake 
force could be distributed evenly to all of the wheels. 
By the 1930’s, 4-wheel hydraulic brakes were 
standard equipment on all cars. This was a big 
improvement in safety. 

Vacuum assisted (power) brakes were rolled out in 
the early 1930’s. Power assist uses engine vacuum to 
amplify the pressure applied to the brake pedal by 
the driver. The vacuum assist canister diagram 



included here gives you a rough image of what I’m 
about to describe. 

 

 

 

A vacuum assist canister is placed between the brake 
pedal and the brake master cylinder. Inside, the 
canister is divided into two sections by a rubber 
diaphragm. When there is no pressure on the brake 
pedal, vacuum (low pressure air) is piped to both 
sides of the canister. 

When pressure is applied to the brake pedal, 
atmospheric air (high pressure) is allow to enter one 
side of the canister. The differential in pressure 
pushes the diaphragm.  

The combination of the force on the brake pedal and 
the force on the diaphragm is transmitted to the 
master cylinder. Yes, it’s a little more complex than 
that, but that’s enough to get you started. 

Vacuum assisted brakes significantly reduce the 
brake pedal force needed to stop a heavy car. The one 
issue is that the brake pedal force required when the 
engine isn’t running is very high.  

There’s usually a vacuum storage can somewhere in 
the car that stores up enough vacuum for one or two 
presses of the brake pedal if the engine isn’t running. 

We all take self-adjusting brakes for granted. Most of 
us have never even spoken the words “self-adjusting” 
brakes. But before the 50’s, brakes had to be adjusted 
manually. Self-adjusting drum brakes showed up on a 
few cars in the 50’s but it wasn’t until the mid-60’s 
that they became widely available. 

Disc brakes started showing up in European cars in 
the 1950’s. They started appearing in American cars 
in the early 60’s. The advantage that probably got 
disc brakes rolling was that they are self-adjusting. 
But there are other advantages.  

Disc brakes have a very linear relationship between 
pedal pressure and braking force compared to drum 
brakes. In other words, it’s easy for an inexperienced 
driver to unintentionally lock the wheels with drum 
brakes.  

Disc brakes are easier to cool, easier to inspect and 
their performance is more consistent in wet weather. 
The one hassle about disc brakes is something we all 
hate, brake dust on our wheels. Life is full of trade-
offs. 

Operation of disc brakes is so simple that I’m not 
including a diagram. Each wheel has a metal disc 
attached to it. There is a brake pad on either side of 
the disc. When you press on the brake pedal, the 
brake pads clamp down on the disc. 

The next big thing in brakes was anti-lock brakes. 
That, of course, was the subject of an article I wrote 
back in 2009. 

Today the hot news in braking is regenerative 
braking. I touched on that topic in the last issue. 
Simply put, instead of converting all of a car’s kinetic 
energy to heat, regenerative braking converts some 
of that energy to electricity.  

For tech nerds like me, regenerative braking is the 
greatest thing since sliced bread. So I guess I 
shouldn’t expect you to get as excited about it as I do. 

That’s a rough history of automotive brakes. Thanks 
for reading and I welcome suggestions for future 
articles. You can write me at billelwell@hotmail.com. 
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Lake Cowichan Tour - by Maryann Elwell 
 

Our multi-region event for 2015 was a weekend long adventure that started Friday September 11th in Port Angeles 

and included a ferry ride over to Vancouver Island for those from the Olympic Peninsula region.  My friend Liz and 

I decided to drive up to Port Angeles on Thursday night and stay at the Red Lion hotel, since we had an early 8A 

reservation on the Black Ball ferry Coho to Victoria.  We checked into our hotel and wandered around town to find 

a spot to grab dinner.  We were lucky enough to make it to the H2O Waterfront Bistro just before they closed to get 

cups of chowder to go.  The staff was really accommodating and even grilled up some bread for us to dip in our 

soup. 

 

We awoke Friday to a glorious morning and quickly got on our way to get in line for the ferry.  While in line for the 

ferry, we met up with the rest of the OPR group heading over for the tour:  Louise Fry, Adriane and Dave Loser, 

Corby Somerville and Jeannie Martin, Patty and Dave Meyers, Don and Mary K. Connor, Dave and Joan Miller, Cecil 

White, and Bill and Sue Roberds.  Cecil’s brother Gary, his wife Carolyn and nephew Andrew from Spokane also 

joined us for the trip.  Once onboard the ferry, we settled in at some tables in the café to go over the plan for our 

arrival in Victoria and Corby and Jeannie handed out directions to our rendezvous point at the Porsche Center 

Victoria. During the ride over to Victoria they Captain turned off the engines and we had a moment of silence in 

remembrance of the tragic loss on 9/11/2001. 

 

After departing the ferry in Victoria, we headed for Porsche Center Victoria.  Paul Rossmo greeted us on our arrival 

at the Porsche dealership, which was a great stop for coffee, water and use of the rest rooms.  Here we met up with 

Brad Blaney, president of the Vancouver Island Region, Tyson Johnson and three more couples from the Vancouver 

Island Region.  Brad provided everyone with driving directions and held the drivers meeting, while we all signed 

the waiver form.  Then it was off to Port Renfrew for lunch. We took the scenic highway route along the western  

 

 
 

coast of Vancouver Island, passing through Sooke and River Jordan via Hwy. 1-A and Hwy. 14.  Port Renfrew just 

happens to be directly across the Strait of Juan De Fuca from Neah Bay.  The sun was out in full force by the time 

we arrived in to Port Renfrew and it was starting the heat up.  After we found a spare lot to park in, we wandered 

down a trail out to the Port Renfrew Resort Restaurant.  We took advantage of the sunshine and ate lunch outside 

on the deck overlooking the Port Renfrew wharf. 

 

After lunch we had an exhilarating drive, this time through the mountains on some really curvy roads enroute to 

Lake Cowichan, which is closer to the eastern coast of Vancouver Island.  At each stop we made everyone drew a 

poker card for our Gimmick Rally.   
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We ended at Jakes on the Lake in Lake Cowichan, where we received our seventh and final poker card to make the 

best hand we could.  I collected everyone’s envelopes and determined our top three winners for the Poker Rally.  

First place was Dave Miller (Right), second place to Adrian Loser (Center) and third place to Dave Meyers (Left).   

 

 
 

Congratulations to a clean sweep by our OPR members.  We briefly posed for a photo in front of our parked cars 

with the PCA 60th Anniversary banner, then departed to check into our rooms. 

 

 
 

That evening was our first group get together for appetizers, pizza and drinks in the private room at Jakes on the 

Lake.  It was an early night for the group, since we had a long day of driving and were up so early that morning to 

catch the ferry. Saturday was an open day for sightseeing in the area.  Liz and I took the recommendation of our 

waitress at Jakes and stopped in at Shaker Mill Restaurant for breakfast. We were glad we did, since the eggs 

Benedict were off the hook along with their crispy home fries.  Liz had the standard eggs benedict, while I had a 

version served on a crab cake that was to die for.  Breakfast was so good we went back again on Sunday.  Then it 

was off to Butchart Gardens for a tour.  Just as when we’ve been there in the past, the gardens in full bloom did not 

disappoint.  We walked around the gardens for several hours, then grabbed lunch in the café, stopped in the gift 

store, and headed back to the Lake Cowichan Lodge, to relax a bit before dinner.  We found out that several 

members went for a hike up one of the are mountains and several others headed into the nearby town of Duncan.    
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One of the unusual sightings of the tour was witnessed in the afternoon of Saturday, September 12th by Cecil White 

and Louise Fry. Before our members gathered at Jakes for dinner, some of us were lucky to see a caravan of 12 

beautifully restored Austin Healey 3000s parade through downtown Lake Cowichan Village. The restored cars 

were of the late 50s to mid-60s vintage.  Two of the drivers, who stopped for ice cream across from the main park 

in town, chatted with them about their rally.  Their group was from Vancouver and Victoria, and was headed to a 

British car show in Victoria on Sunday.  Naturally, the Austin Healey owners were impressed to learn of our 

Porsche rally in the area, and stories were swapped! 

 

Saturday night’s dinner was in the main dining room of Jake’s on the Lake where we had the perfect view of the 

sunset over the Lake.  We were joined by three more couples from Vancouver Island:  Paul Rossmo and his wife, 

Gary and Janice Glover, and Peter Brennan and his wife.  My lamb steak was awesome and everyone I spoke to 

really enjoyed their meal.  The guys also competed in the Tech Quiz, which Liz and I scored during dinner.  After 

everyone finished eating we announced the Tech Quiz winners, all from the Vancouver Island region:  first place 

went to Brad Blaney, second place to Gary Glover, and third place to Paul Rossmo.  Congrats to the winners!   

 

 
 

Finally, we ended the night with goodie bags and some doors prizes donated by our sponsors:  Griot’s Garage, 

Roger Jobs Porsche, Torco, and Motul. 

 

On Sunday, those of us taking the 3P ferry to Port Angeles, just headed directly back to Victoria, parked in the ferry 

lot and killed some time wandering around town.  Liz and I stopped at a Belgian waffle shop in the heart of the 

historic part of town to grab a snack and take some to go.  We then wandered around the shopping district and 

window shopped.  Just before it was time to head back to the ferry for customs, we stopped in the Bard & Banker 

Public House to take sandwiches to go for the ferry ride back to Port Angeles.   

 

While we waited for our lunch, we tried a traditional cocktail favored by Quell Elizabeth, known as the Pimm’s Cup.  

It was very tasty and refreshing for a warm summer day.  The rest of the group drove Friday route in reverse 

through Port Renfrew.  Thanks for Corby Somerville and Jeannie Martin for all their hard work in putting the tour 

together and Brad Blaney, Tyson Johnson, and Paul Rossmo from Vancouver Island for their assistance in making 

this a great multi-region event. 
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How We Came to Own 3 Porsches – Bill Elwell 

When I’m around folks I’ve only recently met, I 
never bring up the subject of cars unless someone else 
brings it up first.  If the subject of cars does come up, I’ll 
leave out the word “Porsche” unless it’s absolutely 
necessary to make what I’m saying make sense.  Even 
with all those precautions, I avoid telling folks that my 
wife and I own three Porsches.  Why?  I hate the looks I 
get when I drop the bomb that I own three.   But I’m 
safe sharing my story with you folks.  Right?    

 
The story starts back in 1990.  My wife Maryann and 

I lived in Sterling, VA outside of Washington DC.  We 
worked right around the corner from each other and 
often carpooled to and from the office.  One day in 
January, a mixture of snow and rain was falling from the 
skies.  The precipitation froze when it hit the pavement.  
Maryann and I carefully drove our ’79 Plymouth Horizon 
home from work.  On Sunset Hills Road in Reston, VA a 
bus was traveling in the opposing traffic when it lost 
control on the ice and crossed the double yellow line.  
In a voice that I’ll never forget, Maryann asked me, “Is 
that bus coming into our lane?”  I changed lanes and 
stuffed the car up against the curb but the bus hit our 
driver’s-side front wheel.  At least it wasn’t head-on.  
The left side of the car was destroyed.  My chest hurt 
from the force of the seat belt in the collision.  There 
was glass everywhere.  The left arm of my coat was 
shredded from the flying glass.  Maryann was ok.  I 
ended up in the emergency ward having glass picked 
out of my left shoulder.  We were very lucky. 

 
It took 9 or 10 months to settle the claims from the 

accident.  During those months we saved our money 
and dreamed of our next car.  But those dreams were 
about practicality not fun.  We were test driving Hondas 
and Toyotas.  Despite the fact that we didn’t have kids 
or pets, we told a really good story about our need for a 
4 door car.  I was telling that story to my brother, Larry, 
one night and a look of complete disbelief spread across 
his face.  He stopped me and asked, “Do you REALLY 
want a Honda?”  “Hey, if that’s what you want, go for it, 
but is that really what you want?”  I guess you could say 
that my brother changed my life that night.   

 
I could fill a page with how we ended up searching 

for 944’s.  The short story is that, back then, Porsches 
were rare enough to be considered “exotic” by most 
folks but not so exotic that we couldn’t afford one. 
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I dove into research on 944’s.  The base model was 
out of the question.  Just not enough power.  The 944S 
just didn’t seem like enough of an improvement over 
the base model to make my list.  I really wanted a 944 
Turbo S but it was just beyond what I could afford.  So I 
set my sights on a Turbo or an S2. 

 
Now I dove, head-first, into searching for a 944.  

This was 1991 and the Internet didn’t exist as we know 
it today.  You bought cars from ads in the Sunday paper.  
So every week I would get the Washington Post and 
enter the data from every Porsche for sale into a 
spreadsheet. Then I would call my brothers in New 
Jersey and Pennsylvania to have them read the ads 
from their Sunday papers.  After about a month of this I 
could look at an ad and instantly tell you the likely 
condition of the car, the knowledge of the seller, and 
how reasonable the price was.   

 
One day, just for the heck of it, I bought one of 

those local want ad papers like the Little Nickel.  
Nobody in their right mind would sell a Porsche there.  
But guess what I found?  This is the ad I found, “1989 
944S2, 9,000 miles, fire engine red, $23,900”.  Is this 
guy for real, fire engine red?  Instantly I knew this was 
it.  If the car was real, I knew that the owner didn’t 
know a thing about what he had on his hands or what it 
was really worth.  Who would call their Porsche “fire 
engine red”?   

 
I phoned the guy and setup a meeting for the next 

morning.  We were the 2nd folks to call about the car 
and the first to see it.  It was beautiful (and it still is).  
Yes, it really only had a little over 9,000 miles.  Guards 
Red, thank you very much!  And 6 months left on the 
factory warranty!   

 
The owner was a doctor that bought the car in 

South Carolina.  His new job in Maryland came with a 
company car.  In his words, “A Porsche is nice but free is 
better.”  All he did was go to the library, get the NADA 
blue book and picked a number between the high and 
low values listed for the car.  We offered him, $23,000, 
he countered with $23,500 and we said, “Sold!” 

It took months to straighten out the title mess 
between South Carolina and Maryland.  But eventually I 
drove that car home and put it in my garage.   

 
 
 



For months I would go out to the garage and stare.  
That car was one of the most beautiful things I had ever 
seen and I couldn’t believe that it was sitting in my 
garage.  Driving that car never fails to put a smile on my 
face. 

We joined the local Porsche Club to get access to 
people who knew more about the car than I did.  But 
what we found was completely unexpected.  We found 
an active and thriving social organization.   

 
That is the story behind the car I call “Little Red” 

and our entry into the Porsche Club.  For years I drove 
that car every single day.  I drove it at every track day 
and most of the autocross events.  When my career 
took us to the west coast, Little Red came with us.  It 
had over 120,000 miles on the odometer. 

 
A few years after we moved to Gig Harbor, the 

Olympic Peninsula Region was formed.  We were very 
active members from the very start.  We can honestly 
say that the people in this club have become our west 
coast family.   

 
Our extended west coast family included the late 

Kurt Schneider and his wife Lori.  They have a long 
history of owning Porsches.  Their 16th or 17th Porsche 
(sorry Lori, I can’t remember the exact number) was a 
pretty yellow 2001 911 C4 Cabriolet.  When Kurt and 
Lori were trying to sell that car, my wife Maryann 
offered to take it to a local car show and put a “for sale” 
sign on it.  That cute little 911 won an award at the 
show that day!  A group of guys from the club stood 
with me watching Maryann smile as she fussed with the 
car.  One of the guys said, “You know you’re going to 
have to buy that car now.”  Little did I know, he was 
right. 

 
Maryann had always wanted a convertible Porsche.  

But we had been looking for a Boxster not a 911.  By 
this point you can guess that we bought that 911 C4 
Cabriolet from Kurt and Lori.  It proudly wears the 
license plate “PCA-OPR”.  But, the 911 has been a 
troublesome child that has challenged our love for it 
from the start.  Initially it had an ignition switch 
problem that would render the car impossible to start 
at random times.  Failing ignition coils left the engine in 
“limp home” mode frequently.  A leaky convertible top 
caused a small list of problems.  A broken plastic part 
allowed a latch in the convertible top mechanism to 
chew a hole in the convertible top fabric.  
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 We replaced the IMS bearing so at least that 
gremlin couldn’t bite us.  Two of the wheels cracked 
(not at the same time).  The latest issue was a 
transmission failure.  We now have a new transmission 
from Porsche.  I have to mention that the new 
transmission has completely transformed the behavior 
of the car.  The car is SO much smoother than it ever 
was before. 

Through all of the troubles, two things have 
remained constant.  First, Alex Ralfael and MAXRPM 
Motorsports have always been there to figure out each 
issue with the 911.  Let me tell you, the ignition switch 
and faulty coils stumped many mechanics before we 
brought the car to Alex.  Second, there’s something 
about that car that we love.  It’s just a collection of 
plastic, leather, and metal parts but we can’t bring 
ourselves to sell it. 

 
Now, as if two Porsches aren’t enough, there is a 

third Porsche in the family and she comes with her own 
drama… well I should say DRAWMA.  But we’ll come to 
that part of the story shortly. 

 
From the very first day I decided to buy a Porsche 

back in 1990, I wanted a 928.  However, Maryann didn’t 
like the way they looked.  The thought of owning a 928 
never left my mind, though.  Back around 2012 I started 
seriously looking for a 928.  I nearly bought two 
different cars.  The deals just never worked out.  At one 
point, one of MAXRPM’s customers wanted to sell their 
black ‘85 928S.  I drove the car for a couple days but 
there was just too much that needed to be done to the 
car for the price the seller wanted.  I passed on that 
opportunity too.   

 
So I put the 928 search on the back burner.  Alex 

Raphael ended up buying that black 928S.  In fact, he 
really fell in love with that car.  He started building it 
into the “Ultimate 928”.  The interior got cleaned up, 
new LED lighting was added and a killer sound system 
was installed.  Outside, the car got a fresh coat of black 
paint.  The engine compartment was given a new look.  
The intake manifold and runners were powder coated 
and new metal trim panels were added.  New wheels, 
tires and brakes were fitted.  To get the look that Alex 
wanted and to fit the enormous Brembo brakes, custom 
front wheel hubs were machined by Chris Wood at TMF 
Machining.  This short list of work just scratches the 
surface.  

 
 
 



 The results are dramatic and it was appropriate to 
put the license plate “DRAWMA” on that 928S. 

 
Fast forward to 2013.  I was taking a break from 

some really dirty work I was doing when my cell phone 
rang.  It was Alex.  Events in his life put him in the 
difficult situation of having to sell Drama.  He knew I 
was looking for a 928 and asked if I wanted to buy his.  I 
didn’t hesitate to say, “Yes”.  I didn’t even ask about the 
price. 

 
The 928 that we all call “Drama” turns heads.  It 

spent a month in the Griot’s Garage showroom.  When I 
drive it, people stop, stare, point, and pull out their cell 
phones to take pictures.  The engine makes an 
absolutely beautiful sound.  You can hear it coming 
from 100 yards away.  I took the 928 up to Whistler in 

2014 and put it on display during the “show and shine” 
event.  I questioned whether hard core Porsche Club 
members would appreciate a car that wasn’t anywhere 
close to stock.  To my surprise, there was always a 
group of folks standing around the car admiring it. 

 
I will be forever grateful to Alex for giving me the 

opportunity to buy Drama.  It surely isn’t a typical 
Porsche in any way, shape, or form.  I’ll never sell it (and 
I’ve been offered insane amounts of money for it).  
Maybe someday I’ll collect up enough money to have 
some fun with the engine.  But I really don’t need to 
change anything.  She’s perfect just the way she is. 

 
That’s my story.  One family.  Three Porsches.  

Maybe now you’ll understand why I have the Porsche 
crest embedded in the epoxy floor of my garage. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Auto Platz 

For Sale: 2003 996 4S going out of business sale. Engine pooped out at 70,000 miles, two years after IMS/RMS fixes – car 

sold as salvage. Oh well. What I have left are 4 lightly used winter wheels and mounted tires, a still-in-the-box tire storage rack (400 
lb capacity, $129 new) – all from Tire Rack, a set of scuffed OEM wheels (two 18x8, two 18x11 Turbo Twist), a Weathershield Car 
Cover from California Car Covers ($460 new and needs a wash) and a Jen-U-Wine Porsche Battery Tender with long cord ($60 new). 
The winter wheels are black, spoked OZ Racing Alleggerita HLT (High Light Technology) wheels two 18x8 ($400 each new) and two 
18x10 ($424 each new). You really get to see the brake gear with these wheels. The OZ emblem comes adrift from the center caps – I 
paint them over anyway. Mounted on the wheels are Pirelli Winter Sport 240 (Extreme Winter) 225/40 R18 92 V N3 ($214 each new) 
and 265/35 R18 97 V N3 ($274 each new) tires with about 8/32 tread left on them. I didn’t get them for the snow but for the winter 
grip – anyone who has driven on summer tires in below freezing weather knows that’s a fool’s game. One of the Alleggerita wheels 
has a spot of curb rash but that’s an easy fix. Location is Port Hadlock. All items as is, where is. My loss is your gain. See the photos. 

       OEM 2003 4S Porsche wheels -- $200 for all four         

     Tire Rack from Tire Rack -- $60            Car Cover -- $200   

 

 Winter wheels & tires -- $1,000 for all four & Porsche Battery Tender -- $25 

Contact: Hilary Smith (703) 244-6466 cell or mrhsmith8@gmail.com 
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OLYMPIC PENINSULA REGION-PORSCHE CLUB OF AMERICA 

August 12, 2015 Monthly Meeting Minutes 
 

Jon Wyman called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m. at McCormick Woods, Port Orchard, WA 

 

Board Members Present: Jon Wyman, President; Pete Bonfrisco, Vice President; Amy Bonfrisco, Secretary; Maryann Elwell, 

Treasurer; Neil Green, Member at Large; and John James, Past President 

 

Members Present: Don and Sue Knievel, Alex and Debbie Raphael, Brooks and Barb Hanford, Brett Burroughs, Bob Becken, 

Pete Fischer, Susan Smith, Susie James, Brian Ford, and Dave Ferguson 

 

President: Jon Wyman: Confirmed that the members received a copy of the July 8, 2015 minutes and inquired if there were 

any additions or corrections.  John James had a correction and indicated that the Ridge Motor Sports Park not Bremerton 

Raceways will be installing the new drag strip. After these changes were noted, Neil Green moved to approve minutes with 

such corrections and Maryann Elwell seconded the motion. All were in favor. 

 

Jon Wyman had nothing to report other than that the Zone 6 Tour was a success with the exception of a few car breakdowns 

on later parts of the tour.  He also informed members that the reception held at Kokoppelli Grill in Port Angeles, WA was well 

attended and that the OPR-PCA club made approximately $32 on the event. 

 

Secretary:  Amy Bonfrisco: Announced that the Secretary’s term will be up at the end of the 2015 calendar year.  Maryann 

then reminded members that in addition to filling the Secretary position the club will also need to vote in a new Vice President 

and Member at Large. Brian Forde announced he is stepping down, so we also need to find a new Newsletter Editor.  Any of the 

other chairs, should let Jon Wyman know if they plan to continue on for 2016, so we can announce any other positions to find 

replacements if necessary. Maryann Elwell mentioned that we should announce we are looking for a Webmaster, as she has 

been filling in only because we didn’t have anyone volunteer for 2015. 

 

Vice President: Pete Bonfrisco: PNWR has reached out about the upcoming Whistler event since enrollment is down by 50% 

compared to last year. Pete also informed members that PNWR invited OPR-PCA to participate in its Happy Daze Tour, which 

is scheduled for Saturday, October 24, 2015.  The tour will begin at 8:00 a.m. and will leave from MaxRPM Motorsports, which 

is located at 2320 6th Street in Bremerton. After some great scenic driving along the coastline and through forests, the group 

will stop for lunch at the Alderbrook Resort and then continue its drive back towards Gig Harbor, where the tour will end at 

the Tides Tavern for drinks. Pete Fischer will include this information on the next upcoming email blast and online. 

 

Treasurer: Maryann Elwell: Reported that she realized that she accidentally printed and handed out the June treasurer report 

at the July meeting; although she provided the correct information for the July meeting minutes.  Therefore, she provided the 

July and August treasurer reports to the members.  As of August 12, 2015 there was a Beginning Balance of $10,308.13; Ending 

balance of $10,253.19; Deposits of $1,770.00; Total Withdrawals of $1,824.94 and $968 in Escrow.  The subsidy for the new 

member picnic was approved and deposited on 7/31/15. 

 

Member at Large:  Neil Green. Nothing to report. 

 

Past President: John James: John attended the SCCA and SOVREN event on August 8th and 9th but noted that the event was not 

well attended.  He then announced that the next event SOVREN will be holding is the Vintage Races in Portland, Oregon over 

the Labor Day weekend. 

 

Advertising Chair: Pete Bonfrisco: Nothing to report. 

 

Membership: Kip Sparber: Not Present. Maryann reported that as of August 12, 2015 the total count of members is 233, 

including: 136 Primary Members and 97 Affiliate Members.  Received two emails of new members including Pat Tagman of 

Montesano and Doug Minnis of Olalla. 
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Goody Store: Neil Green:  Discussed options for members to be dual members of both OPR and PNWR, since we have received 

orders from some members of PNWR from our Goodie store to include nametags.  Neil will be reaching out to William 

Corrigan about converting over from PNWR to OPR officially. Brian Forde also indicated he will be sending Mr. Corrigan an 

email asking for specific information to include on the name tag he recently purchased from OPR-PCA. 

 

Newsletter Editor: Brian Forde: September/October issue deadline for article and photo submissions is August 15, 2015. 

Maryann will be writing up the Mount Rainier/Packwood event, Bob Becken volunteered to write the article about the 

SOVREN Pacific Northwest Historics event and John Wyman will write an article on the Zone 6 Tour. 

 

Sue Knievel reported that the tactic for reaching out and inviting members who do not regularly attend events was extremely 

well received and she recommended we continue to do this for future events. 

 

Website:  Maryann Elwell reported that the calendar on the website is up to date through September 2015. 

 

Social Chair: Pete Fischer: Reported that Anna Hoey and Kip Sparber will be hosting a picnic this weekend on August 15, 2015 

at 12:00 p.m.  Maryann announced that to date there are 45 RSVPs.  Kip will have bad mitten set up on the lawn and Maryann 

will be bringing a croquet set.  She requested volunteers to help with clean up for the event. Neil Green then reminded 

members to take trash bags with them at the end of the picnic since Kip and Anna do not have waste pickup service out at their 

residence.   

 

Pete then reminded members that the next upcoming event is the Lake Cowichan tour scheduled for September 11th – 13th.  

Members attending this three day tour will meet at 7:00 a.m. on September 11, 2015 at the Coho Ferry Terminal in Port 

Angeles and will depart on the boat at 8:15 a.m.  After docking in Victoria, around 9:45 a.m. the group will continue onto to the 

Porsche Centre of Victoria, which is located at 737 Audley Street, Victoria B.C. for coffee bagels and pastries.  Around 10:30 

a.m. the group will depart the dealership and continue onto Port Renfrew for lunch.  More information on this event will be 

included in the email blast and online. 

   

Next Maryann inquired about holding the annual meeting up in Port Angeles, on October 17, 2015, since we didn’t have one up 

that way this year due to not doing Porsches in the Park.  Pete Fischer recommended moving the date up for the annual 

meeting to October 10, 2015 due to weather constraints and cancelling the original meeting date scheduled for October 14, 

2015.  Jon will check about having the dinner held at the Kokopelli Grill and have the annual meeting held on October 10, 2015 

with dinner at 5:00 followed by the meeting at 6:00 p.m.  Updates on the exact date and time decided upon will be announced 

at the next meeting. 

  

Finally, Jon Wyman informed members that he was contacted by Dennis Rood, who invited OPR-PCA members to join the Tour 

de Jour, which is a one day event scheduled for September 11, 2015.  However, since the tour is scheduled for the same 

weekend of the Lake Cowichan Tour he requested that Pete Fischer include information about this event in the next email 

blast for those members not going on our weekend tour.  

 

Technical/Speed: Alex Raphael: Nothing to report. 

 

Old Business: Amy inquired about getting feedback from members after each event.  Members discussed using survey 

monkey or a card to fill out after each event.  After discussion amongst the members, everyone agreed to have a short card 

filled out after each event and Neil Green volunteered to put the questions together to create a general template form to be 

reviewed at the next meeting. Maryann then recommended that we could also add this information to an event checklist. 

Based on a prior meeting suggestion to have paper nametags for those who don’t have one, Maryann informed members that 

Bill would be creating a name tag design that she would be bringing to the upcoming picnic this weekend.  The Bylaws 

Committee will convene to have them finalized and presented to the membership for a vote at the October 2015 meeting. 

  

New Business:  None.  

 

Meeting adjourned at 7:52 p.m. with a motion made John James and seconded by Pete Bonfrisco. All were in favor. 
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The next board meeting and member dinner will be held on Wednesday, September 9, 2015 at 6:00 p.m. at the Clubhouse 

Restaurant at McCormick Woods in Port Orchard WA, followed by the meeting at 7:00 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Amy Bonfrisco, Secretary 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

OLYMPIC PENINSULA REGION-PORSCHE CLUB OF AMERICA     

          September 9, 2015 Monthly Meeting Minutes 

Jon Wyman called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m. at McCormick Woods, Port Orchard, WA 

Board Members Present: Jon Wyman, President; Pete Bonfrisco, Vice President; Amy Bonfrisco, Secretary; Maryann Elwell, 
Treasurer; Neil Green, Member at Large; and John James, Past President 

Members Present: Don and Sue Knievel, Debbie Raphael, Brooks and Barb Hanford, Brett Burroughs, Bob Becken, Pete 
Fischer, Susan Smith, Susie James, Dave Ferguson, Kip Sparber, Jan Putman, Louise Fry, Dave and Adrianne Loser 

President: Jon Wyman: Confirmed that the members received a copy of the August 12, 2015 minutes and inquired if there 
were any additions or corrections. Maryann Elwell made a motion to approve the minutes and John James seconded the 
motion. 

Secretary: Amy Bonfrisco: Nothing to report. 

Vice President: Pete Bonfrisco: Nothing to report. 

Treasurer: Maryann Elwell: Reported that as of September 9, 2015 there was a Beginning Balance of $10,253.19; Ending 
balance of $10,226.25; Deposits of $721.22; Total Withdrawals of $748.16 and $968 in Escrow. She also confirmed we 
received the Multi-region event subsidy from PCA National for the upcoming Lake Cowichan Tour. 

Next Maryann announced that the bylaws committee met on September 6, 2015 but will not have all of the revisions 
completed or reviewed by the Board prior to the October 3, 2015 annual board and member meeting. As such, members will 
have an opportunity to vote on the revised bylaws at the first meeting held in January 2016. 

Member at Large: Neil Green. Nothing to report. 

Past President: John James: Nothing to report. 

Advertising Chair: Pete Bonfrisco: Nothing to report. 

Membership: Kip Sparber: Kip reported that as of September 9, 2015 the total count of members is 237, including: 139 
Primary Members and 98 Affiliate Members. 

Jon welcomed Darryl Elves, a possible new member from Poulsbo, Washington who recently contacted Kip via email about 
joining the club. 

Goody Store: Neil Green: Nothing to report. 

Newsletter Editor: Brian Forde: Not present. 

Website: Maryann Elwell reported that the calendar on the website is up to date through October 2015.   
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Social Chair: Pete Fischer: Reported that the date for the annual board and member meeting has been changed to October 3, 
2015. The meeting will be held in Port Angelas at the Kokapelli Grill, which is located at 203 E. Front Street. Dinner will start at 
5:00 p.m. followed by the meeting at 6:00 p.m. 

Next, Pete reminded members about Happy Daze Tour, a joint PNWR/OPR event scheduled for October 25, 2015. The event 
will start at 8:00 a.m. at MaxRPM Motorsports, located at 2320 6th Street in Bremerton and will be followed by some scenic 
driving along the coastline and then will stop at Alderbrook Resort for lunch. After lunch the tour will continue back east 
towards Gig Harbor and will end with a happy hour at Tides Tavern. If interested members will need to sign up for the event 
prior to October 19, 2015 by visiting: http://msreg.com/happydaze 

Finally Pete passed around a sign up sheet of all of the upcoming events that are scheduled for the remainder of the calendar 
year. 

Technical/Speed: Alex Raphael: Not present. 

Old Business: Debbie Raphael requested volunteers to assemble baskets for the upcoming silent auction at the Holiday Party 
for December 12, 2015 at Port Ludlow Resort. Several members volunteered to bring baskets, including: Maryann Elwell, Bob 
Becken, Pete Bonfrisco, and Susie James. 

New Business: None. 

Due to lack of private meeting space the meeting was brief and adjourned at 7:20 with a motion made by John James and 
seconded by Pete Bonfrisco. All approved.The next board meeting and member dinner will be held on Saturday, October 3, 
2015 at 5:00 p.m. at the Kokapelli Grill located at 203 E. Front Street in Port Angeles, WA followed by the meeting at 6:00 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Amy Bonfrisco, Secretary 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

                               OLYMPIC PENINSULA REGION-PORSCHE CLUB OF AMERICA   

Annual Meeting Minutes October 3, 2015 

Jon Wyman called the meeting to order at 5:50 p.m. at Kokopelli Grill, Port Angeles, WA 

Board Members Present: Jon Wyman, President; Pete Bonfrisco, Vice President; Amy Bonfrisco, Secretary; Maryann Elwell, 
Treasurer; John James, Past President 

Members Present: Don and Mary Kay Conner, Dave and Adrianne Loser; Brooks and Barb Hanford; Corby Somerville and 
Jeannie Martin; Fred and Christy Mitchell; Lori Schenider and Chuck Leber; Dan and Sue Kalinski; Brian and Jeanine Kawal; 
Gene and Betty Stahl; Patty and Dave Meyers; Darwin and Carol Geary; Bill Corrigan and Robin Hake; John and Sherl Cuny; and 
Louis Fry 

Jon inquired if anyone had any additions or amendments to the November 12, 2014 annual meeting minutes. Maryann Elwell 
made a motion to approve the minutes and Bill Corrigan seconded the motion. Both motions passed with all in favor. 

President: Jon presented the 2015 state of the region address (see attached copy). He also informed the members that 
tomorrow, October 4th is the 12th Anniversary of the Olympic Peninsula region and we had a cake made to celebrate after 
dinner. 

Secretary: Amy Bonfrisco: Nothing to report. 

Vice President: Pete Bonfrisco: Nothing to report. 
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Past President: John James: Nothing to report. 

Member at Large: Neil Green not present. 

Treasurer: Maryann Elwell: Beginning balance: $10,226.25; Ending balance: $10,014.97; Deposits of $407.55 and 
Withdrawals of $618.83. The club made a profit on Lake Cowichan Tour of $163.92. Maryann made a motion to keep the 
advertising rates the same and Adrianne Loser seconded the motion. All were in favor, so the motion passed. Maryann also 
made a motion to keep region dues the same at $20 and John James seconded. All were in favor, so the motion passed. 

Advertising Chair: Pete Bonfrisco: Nothing to report. 

Membership Chair: Kip Sparber not present. Jon Wyman presented that as of October 3, 2015 the total count of members is 
239, including: 142 Primary Members and 97 Affiliate Members. 

Goodie Store Chair: Neil Green not present. 

Newsletter Editor: Brian Forde not present. Maryann Elwell advised members that the Newsletter Editor position is 
available, as Brian Forde is retiring from the positon. She also informed members that the time commitment for this position is 
about 16 hours every other month, just prior to publishing. Brian Forde uses Microsoft Word and will be happy to train his 
replacement. If anyone is interested in taking over as the Newsletter Editor let Jon Wyman know. 

Webmaster: Maryann reported that the website is up to date through December 2015 and that if anyone is interested in 
taking over as the Webmaster to let Jon Wyman know. 

Racing Event Chair: John James. John reported that Bill Roberts had a great time at the Driver Education event at The Ridge in 
Shelton. The final 2015 SOVREN Historic Race was last weekend. John recommended members check out The Ridge’s calendar 
in Shelton, WA. 

Social Chair: Pete Fischer not present. Maryann Elwell presented the upcoming events for the next several months. Maryann 
is putting together a social dinner in Gig Harbor on October 17, 2015. There is a joint PNWR/OPR Happy Daze tour on October 
24, 2015 starting at MAXRPM in Bremerton, stopping at the Alderbrook resort for lunch and ending at the Tides Tavern in Gig 
Harbor. To attend you need to register by October 19, 2015 at the Motorsports Registration website by visiting: 
http://pnwr.org/ and clicking on the link listed under the event. Members will also need to send in their payments for the 
Holiday Party, which is scheduled for December 12, 2015 at the Inn at Port Ludlow. There will be a buffet dinner with chicken 
and steak, with an option for a vegetarian meal. If you are staying overnight for the Holiday Party you will need to book your 
room no later than November 11, 2015 to get the club discounted rate. The club also needs more donations for the Silent 
Auction so please contact Debbie Raphael by October 31, 2015 if you have a donation and bring it to the Holiday Party. Brian 
Kowal donated a Porsche 911 part for the Silent Auction. Finally, Maryann reminded members that we will be holding the 
monthly meeting/dinner and 2016 calendar planning meeting on November 11, 2015 at the McCormick Woods Clubhouse in 
Port Orchard. 

Old Business: Jon Wyman announced the open positions for the club for 2016 board: Vice President (2 year term), Secretary 
(2 year term), and Member at Large (1 year term). Anyone who is interested should contact our nominating committee chair, 
Don Knievel by the nomination deadline of October 8, 2015. Chair positions that are open for 2016 include: Newsletter Editor, 
Safety Chair and Webmaster. If interested in volunteering, please contact our President, Jon Wyman. 

New Business: No new business was presented. 

Maryann made a motion to adjourn at 6:10P. Pete Bonfrisco seconded the motion. All were in favor, so the motion carried. 

The next board meeting and member dinner will be held on Wednesday, November 11, 2015 at the McCormick Woods 
Clubhouse, located at 5155 McCormick Woods Drive SE in Port Orchard with dinner at 6:00 p.m. followed by the meeting at 
7:00 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Amy Bonfrisco, Secretary                                                                 24 



State of the Region Address, October 3
rd

 2015 – Jon Wyman 

Last year, I started what I hope will become a tradition going for this club going forward, and that is a State of the 
OPR Region Report, given each year at the annual meeting. It is meant to highlight some of the important activities 
and events in the past year. 

 

* Tomorrow, Sunday, October 4, 2015 will mark the 12th anniversary of the Olympic Peninsula Porsche Club. I 
would like to recognize all of the charter members who are here tonight. If you are a charter member, please stand. 

* This past year, our overall membership level has grown. We started the year with 225 members—135 primaries 
and 90 affiliates. As of the latest membership rolls from PCA we are ending the year with 239 members--142 
primaries and 97 affiliates. 

* In an effort to reach members in far-away parts of the OPR we had 2 member dinners and meetings: April in 
Sequim and tonight’s meeting in Port Angeles. 

* Late in 2013, the board appointed a committee to review our by-laws. In the middle of the review, PCA national 
submitted a slate of by-law revisions for all members to vote on. This slowed our progress on our own by-law 
review. I am expecting that this will be completed no later than the first quarter of 2016.  
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Proposed changes approved by the board will be sent to all members via email with each having an opportunity to 
vote on the proposed changes. 

* Our board elections are once again upon us. Last year I appointed a nominating committee, chaired by Don 
Knievel. The purpose of the committee is to find candidates for board positions who are ready and willing to serve 
the club. We are seeking members willing to serve as committee chairs, which are not board positions, as well as 
board positions. 

* This year’s tour and event season this year was another outstanding one! We continued with the Sunday Drives, 
the “arrive and drive” program started by past president Brian Forde. We kicked off the year with a social dinner at 
Mizu Japanese Steakhouse in Gig Harbor, a well-attended event. We had two tech sessions in January and February, 
one at Eastside Transmission and the other at Spectra Labs in Tacoma. March brought the Annual Chili Cookoff at 
the Elwell’s house and a tour from Port Gamble to Port Hadlock, which included a dinner. April found us in Sequim 
touring the Kalinski’s collection and having our first dinner/member meeting on the Olympic Peninsula at the Old 
Mill Restaurant. In May we had a social dinner at Rim Nam Thai Restaurant in Bremerton, as well as a Sunday 
Drive. In June, we had a social dinner at the Cliff House Restaurant in Tacoma and another Sunday Drive. 

July was very busy with the SOVERN Historics Races, a weekend tour to Mount Rainier, hosted by the Knievels, and 
the Zone 6 Grand Tour came through our region at the end of the month. The Zone 6 Grand Tour covered all of the 
regions in PCA Zone 6. It went 5200 miles and I am proud to tell you that one third of the 9 cars that traveled the 
entire distance came from OPR. In August we had a new member picnic hosted by Anna Hoey and Kip Sparber. It 
was very well attended by over 50 OPR members. September was the annual overnight weekend tour which was 
held this year to Lake Cowichan on Vancouver Island. Thanks to Corby Somerville and Maryann Elwell for their 
hard work on that event.  

So, that brings us to October and our meeting tonight. In November, we have our monthly member meeting/dinner 
and our annual calendar planning meeting for 2016. And last, but not least, we have our annual holiday party 
which will be held in Port Ludlow at the Inn at Port Ludlow. 

* We have participated in several multi-region events this year. The first was the Zone 6 Grand Tour, next was the 
PNWR’s Annual Whistler Weekend, where for the second year in a row OPR took home the trophy for the most 
region members attending, and upcoming is the Happy Daze Tour, planned by PNWR through our region, starting 
at MAXRPM and ending at the Tides Tavern. 

* All-in-all 2015 has been an excellent year for events! 

* So, what is in store for 2016 

o We want to finish our by-law review and update. 

o If there is sufficient interest, I would like to see us have a more adventurous tour, perhaps to Crater Lake or one 
of the national parks in Montana or Wyoming. 

o I hope that we can have a couple of more joint events with our sister region, PNWR. 

* In conclusion, our region has grown in the past year, in numbers by 14 from 225 to 239. We are also seeing more 
dual membership in both the OPR and PNWR, which I believe is a positive trend. In addition, I think we are all more 
aware of and have reached out to our neighboring regions in Canada, Washington, Oregon, and beyond. That fulfills 
the PCA national tag line: It’s not just the cars---it’s the people. Thanks to all for your participation, your patronage, 
and your support! We look forward to seeing you at our remaining 2015 events in November, December, and in 
2016. 
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Congratulations to "The OPR Crew" at Whistler Weekend 2015 who brought home the Donahue Trophy for 

the second year in a row! Chris Wierman's 911 won his Concours Class and Alex & Debbie's Cayenne won a 

Judge's Choice Award. 

 

Just in time for the holidays! 
 

     

   

Hats, Shirts, Jackets, Travel Bags and other items are available now.  

To place orders: Contact Neil Green - nwgreen7@msn.com  

or Phone (360) 456-1771                  

             
      

mailto:nwgreen7@msn.com


 Olympic Peninsula Region/Porsche Club of America 

P.O. Box 3572   

Silverdale, WA 98383 
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From the 

Editor …… 

  

 

Brian Forde - 

Editor 

1999 Porsche 911 Carrera (996)                           
71,505 miles, Exterior color – Silver                       

Interior color – Black, Non-smoker, Chrome wheels 

w/Wheel locks, Power-memory driver’s seat, Power 

passenger’s seat, AM/F stereo, CD player (and removed 

subwoofer, if you want it) Sensoro Silver Fox radar/laser 

detector, Removable bra. Price  $23,500                                    

(VIN WPOAA2991XS621213) 
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