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          Book your room and RSVP Today! 
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     Nor’Wester is the official newsletter of the Olympic Peninsula Region of the Porsche Club of America and is published bimonthly in Bremerton, WA.  

Opinions expressed are those of the authors and do not necessarily constitute opinions of the Porsche Club of America, Olympic Peninsula Region, the Board 

of Directors, or the Nor’Wester Editor.  Articles and photographs by OPR members are encouraged and should be submitted to the Nor’Wester Editor, Brian 

Forde at opr-brian@live.com no later than the 15th of the month prior to publication.  

Classifieds (Auto Platz) are free for Olympic Peninsula Region members, must be Porsche related and typically run for two months.  Please send submissions 

to the Nor’Wester Editor. $20.00 fee for non-members. OPR Website can be viewed at http://www.opr-pca.org/.  Articles, photos, and classified ads are gladly 

accepted by Webmaster, Brian Forde at opr-brian@live.com.                             

  Commercial advertising is accepted at the following yearly rates, paid in advance.  Rates will be pro-rated based on six newsletter issues per year.  Checks 

should be made payable to “OPR-PCA” and mailed to P.O. Box 3572, Silverdale, WA 98383-3572.  Ads may be submitted electronically (jpg, gif, tif, pdf) to 

editor. If your ad is larger than 10MB in size, then it must be submitted in printed format or on CD-ROM.  
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Bill Elwell captured the Raphael’s 

Big Red at the Cliff House in 

Tacoma for our June Social 

Dinner. See page 8 for event 

coverage. 
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PCA Olympic Peninsula Region 2015 Event Calendar 
Event/Social Chair: Pete Fischer e-mail: specyoulater@hotmail.com or (360) 275-8811 

 

    January 2015 
14

th
 – 6P/7P – Dinner/Member Meeting at Clubhouse 

Restaurant, McCormick Woods  

24
th

 – 7P Social Dinner at Mizu Steak House in Gig 

Harbor – Sue Kneivel 

31
st
 – 9A-3P Tech Session/Lunch - Eastside 

Transmission, Bellevue – Pete Bonfrisco 

    February 2015 

11
th

 – 6P/7P – Dinner/Member Meeting at Clubhouse 

Restaurant, McCormick Woods  

15
th

 – March/April Nor’Wester Deadline 

21
st
 - 7P Social Dinner - Yacht Club Broiler  

27
th

 – 10A-2P - Tech Session/Lunch -  Spectra Labs in 

Tacoma – Oil Analysis – Pete Bonfrisco 

    March 2015 

11
th

 – 6P/7P – Dinner/Member Meeting at Clubhouse 

Restaurant, McCormick Woods  

22
nd

 – 2P – 11
th

 Annual Chili Cookoff at Elwell’s  

28
th

 –2 :30 PM Saturday - Tour/Dinner- Meet up at 

the General /Store in Port Gamble  

    April 2015  

11
th

 – 2P Tour to Kalinski's in Sequim – meet at 

Poulsbo McDonald’s - Brett Burroughs 

11
th

 –5:15P/6P – Member Meeting/Dinner at Old Mill 

Restaurant in Sequim 

19
th

 – Sunday Drive - TBD – Hosted by Pete Fischer 

25
th

 –  7P Social Dinner - Massimo's in Purdy - Jon 

Wyman @ Jonathan911sc@hotmail.com 

    May 2015 
9

th
 – 6P Social Dinner – RimNam Thai Restaurant in 

Bremerton - Alex Raphael 

13
th

 – 6P/7P – Dinner/Member Meeting at Clubhouse 

Restaurant, McCormick Woods 

31
st
 – Sunday Drive – TBD 

31
st
 – SOVERN Pacific NW Historics Car Corral 

ticket ordering deadline 

    June 2015 
10

th
 – 6P/7P – Dinner/Member Meeting at TBD 

15
th

 – July/August Nor’Wester Deadline 

20
th

 - Social Dinner - Cliff  House Restaurant in 

Tacoma – Jon Wyman 

28
th

 – Sunday Drive – TBD 

 

July 2015 

3
rd

-5
th

 – 9A – SOVREN Pacific NW Historics Races & 

Sat. Car Corral 

8th–6/7P – Dinner/Member Meeting at Clubhouse 

Restaurant, McCormick Woods 

18
th

 19
th

 – Drive/Tour - Mt Rainier- Packwood-Mt St. 

Helens – Don Knievel and Pete Fischer 

25
th

 – 7A - Zone 6 Tour Kick Off and OPR leg of tour 

    August 2015 
    

12th – 6/7P– Dinner/Member Meeting at Clubhouse        

 Restaurant, McCormick Woods 

15
th

 – September/October Nor’Wester Deadline 

15
th

 – Club New Members Picnic  – hosted by Kip and 

Anna at their home near Belfair 

   September 2015                                  

9
th

 – 6P/7P – Dinner/Member Meeting at McCormick 

Woods Clubhouse Restaurant. 

11
th

-13
th

 – 7:00A – Depart Port Angeles for 3 Day 

Tour to Lake Cowachin BC – RSVP to Corby 

Sommerville -$30/person event fee 

20
th

 – Sunday Drive - TBD 

   October 2015 
3

rd
 - Dinner/Annual Membership Meeting in Port 

Angeles 

8
th

 – 2016 Board/Chair Nominations Due 

15
th

 – November/December Nor’Wester Deadline 

17
th

  – Social Dinner - TBD  

31
st
 – Holiday Party Payment Due 

31
st
 – Silent Auction Donation Responses Due 

   November 2015 
11

th
 – 6P/7P – Dinner/Meeting at McCormick Woods 

Clubhouse Restaurant. 

11
th

  – Holiday Party Hotel Rooms Released  

15
th

 – Roster Updates due 

18
th

 – 6P/7P – Dinner/2016 Calendar Planning 

Meeting at McCormick Woods Clubhouse 

Restaurant 

30
th

  – 2016 Election Ballots Due 

   December 2015 
5

th
 or 12

th
 – 6:00P/7:00P – Cocktail Hour/Holiday 

Party at The Inn at Port Ludlow 

15
th

 – January/February Nor’Wester Deadline 
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From the President – Jon Wyman 
 
It has been a busy summer! From the June Social Dinner at the Cliff House to the Zone 6 Grand Tour in July to the 
New Member Welcome Picnic in mid-August we have had great participation from the members, with lots of new 
faces, and a few seldom seen faces as well.  As we head into the final two months of the driving season we have our 
board meeting and member dinner, the Lake Cowichan Tour to Vancouver Island, plus Rennsport Reunion V 
at Laguna Seca in September.  More to come in October, including our OPR Annual Members' Meeting in October.  
Thank you all for your participation!   
  
I want to address an important topic that we all need to keep in mind, and that is both OPR's and the Porsche Club 
of America's commitment to safety.  The PCA's Region Procedures Manual (a digital version is available on pca.org) 
notes in several places that PCA is committed to safely operating our Porsches on the road and committed 
to obedience of all traffic laws.  We do not want to be seen as the car club that is speeding on back roads, attracting 
negative attention to ourselves or upsetting local residents with careless or reckless driving behavior.   
 
That certainly does not portray the image of community care and responsibility, which is a stated value of PCA.  If 
members want to exceed the speed limit and test the limits of their Porsches, the proper place to do that is at a 
Driver Education or Track Events held at one of the local tracks.  Many people think that they can drive their cars 
fast and remain safe. They certainly can PROVIDED they understand the laws of physics and Porsche vehicle 
dynamics.  In order to run on the track you have to be certified to do so by a Porsche Club HPDE Driver Instructor.   
 
There are various levels of expertise that one can attain.  You also have to have your car certified and checked by a 
technician prior to participation in a DE event.  The goal is safety while exploring the upper limits of Porsche 
performance.   For those who have never been to a DE event I encourage you to check out PNWR's website and sign 
up for one of their events.  There is a reason that we don't hold DE events in our club, and that is the costs are very 
high.  We do not have enough interested members to run a DE event cost effectively. Our sister club, PNWR does 
and that is why it is more cost effective for us to attend theirs. 
  
I want all members to be aware of the OPR board's commitment to safety, and to contributing to our communities 
in a positive way. 
  
Jon Wyman 
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The PNWR Driver Education Program is designed to provide a safe, structured teaching environment in which 

participants learn advanced car control and safe driving techniques. For information about the PNWR Driver Education 

program go to the At the Track section - Driver Education area.  

Pre-registration is required and will be available online at Motorsportreg.com.  

For additional information, contact Gregory Erickson at DriverEd_reg@pnwr.org 

http://www.pnwr.org/Track/driver_ed/default.asp
https://www.motorsportreg.com/events/pca-pnwr-de-sept-11-2015-pacific-raceways-northwest-792175
mailto:DriverEd_reg@pnwr.org


  OPR EVENTS AT A GLANCE 

September 2015 

9
th

 – 6P/7P – Dinner/Board Meeting at The Clubhouse Restaurant at McCormick Woods in Port Orchard.  

11
th

-13
th

 Lake Cowichan Tour – 3-day weekend tour to Lake Cowichan, BC, Canada.  Outbound Friday via Coho Ferry in Port 

Angeles, and Porsche Victoria, with Lunch in Port Renfrew.  Return Sunday via opposite route.  Note: Those starting in 

the US you must have a Passport or an Enhanced WA State Driver’s License. Marshaling Points: COHO Ferry landing in 

Port Angeles Friday 7:00 AM. Depart Port Angeles, 8:15 AM and arrive Victoria, 9:45 AM. Clear Customs and drive to: 

Pit Stop at: Porsche Centre Victoria, 737 Audley Street, Victoria, BC, hosted by General Manager Paul Russmo. Coffee, 

bagels and pastries along with restrooms will be provided. Depart 10:30 AM.  Friday poker rally enroute to Lake 

Cowichan.  Evening happy hour with appetizers (no host bar) on Friday evening and group dinner (no host) on Saturday 

evening. Saturday tour to Victoria or Butchart Gardens and Tech Quiz.  Make your hotel reservation directly with the 

Lake Cowichan Lodge at (800) 887-1288.  RSvP to Corby Somerville at (360) 683-6774 or via email at 

corby@olypen.com.  Cost is $20 per person and should be mailed to OPR-PCA at P.O. Box 3572, Silverdale, WA 98383-

3572 ASAP.  Goodie bags for first 20 respondants. 

20
th

 – Sunday Drive – Would you like to volunteer to host? Let Pete know at specyoulater@hotmail.com. 

25
th

-27
th

 Porsche Rennsport Reunion V – Several of our members are attending this event in Monterey, CA. For details go to 

http://porscherennsportreunion.com/.  Ticket information is available by contacting 800-327-7322 or online at 

http://www.mazdaraceway.com.  To caravan down together with other OPR members, please contact Alex Raphael (360) 

340-1581 alex@maxrpmmotorsports.com by 9/15/15. 

October 2015 

3
rd  

– Dinner/Annual Membership Meeting in Port Angeles.  

8
th

 – 2016 OPR Board Member/Chair Nomination Deadline – If you or someone you know is interested in being a 

board member we have the following officer positions open:  Vice President (2 year term), Secretary (2 year 

term), and Member at Large (1 year term). We are also looking for someone to take over as the Newsletter 

Editor, Safety Chair and Webmaster chair positions. Description of duties can be found at http://www.opr-

pca.org and in the September Nor’Wester.  Please provide all board nominations to our Election Committee 

Chair, Don Knievel at dknievel@centurytel.net or phone (253) 858-6902, so that ballots can be prepared and 

sent out.  If you are interested in one of the chair positions, please contact our president, Jon Wyman at (440) 

463-1978 or jonathan911sc@hotmail.com. 

15
th

 – November/December Nor'Wester Deadline - Please get ads, articles and photos to Brian Forde at opr-

brian@live.com. 

17
th

 – Saturday – 7PM – Social Dinner - Would you like to volunteer to host this event? 

24
th

 – Saturday – 8AM – 3PM Happy Daze Tour... a joint PNWR/OPR event  – meet up at MaxRPM Motorsports 

located at 2320 6th Street in Bremerton. After some great scenic driving along the coastline and through 

forests, you'll have lunch off the main menu, pay as you go, at the beautiful Alderbrook Resort with ample 

time to both enjoy their cuisine and to explore the resort. After lunch we'll head back east towards Gig Harbor 

to the Tides Tavern and enjoy group camaraderie over a beer while looking back on this year and taking 

suggestions for 2016. Sign up at http://msreg.com/happydaze prior to October 19th. 

31
st
 – Holiday Party Payment Due. – Cost is $66 per person for a buffet dinner and should be mailed to OPR-PCA 

at P.O. Box 3572, Silverdale, WA 98383-3572. Dinner is a buffet which will include salads, flat iron steak, 

chicken breast, potatoes, rolls, vegetables, and chocolate pot de crème for dessert.  Please request if you 

require a vegetarian entré by 10/31/15. 

31
st
 – Silent Auction Items Wanted – Each year our club raises fund for a local charity at our Holiday Party via a 

Silent Auction. We are now seeking donations and request interested parties to contact Debbie Raphael by 

10/31/14 via email at draphael@copiersnw.com or phone (360) 340-1583. 

       6 
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http://www.mazdaraceway.com/
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November 2015 
11

th
 – 6P Dinner/7P Board Meeting – Join us for a 6P dinner followed by the monthly Board Meeting at 7P at the 

Clubhouse Restaurant at McCormick Woods located at 5155 McCormick Woods Drive SE in Port Orchard.  

We will be meeting in the back room. 

11
th

 – Holiday Party Hotel Rooms Released – If you plan to say overnight at the Port Ludlow Resort after the 

Holiday Party, be sure to make your room reservation by 11/11/15.  Just ask for the Porsche club Group ID 

97073 to receive the discounted rate of $149/night plus $10/night resort fee and tax when booking your room 

at (800) 732-1239 or online at http://www.portludlowresort.com. 

15
th

 – 2016 Roster Updates Due – Be sure to send any OPR Roster updates to Maryann Elwell at 

maelwell@centurytel.net or phone (253) 853-4003 by 11/15/15.  If you would like your e-mail address listed, 

please also let her know that. 

18
th

 – 6P Dinner/7P Calendar Planning Meeting – Join us for dinner followed by the meeting at the Clubhouse 

Restaurant at McCormick Woods located at 5155 McCormick Woods Drive SE in Port Orchard.  We will be 

meeting in the back room.  If you cannot attend, but are interested in planning an event for 2016, please contact 

our social & event chair, Pete Fischer at specyoulater@hotmail.com or call (360) 275-8811, preferably before the 

meeting. 

30
th

 – 2014 Election Ballots Due – Be sure to cast your vote and turn in your election ballot to Brett Burroughs.  Can 

alternatively e-mail him at dlburroughs@comcast.net or mail to him at 17024 Scandia Ct. NW, Poulsbo, WA 

98370. 

December 2015 

12
th

 – Holiday Party – Will be held at the Port Ludlow Resort (1 Heron Rd., Port Ludlow, WA). We will have a 

buffet dinner in a private banquet room with a no host bar and parking on site.  Cost per person is $66.  Dinner 

is a buffet which will include salads, flat iron steak, chicken breast, potatoes, rolls, vegetables, and chococlate 

pot de crème for dessert.  Please request if you require a vegetarian entrée by 10/31/15.  RSvP for party by 

10/31/15 to Maryann Elwell at maelwell@centurytel.net or call 253-853-4003.  Payment is due by 10/31/15 and 

should be mailed to OPR-PCA at P.O. Box 3572, Silverdale, WA 98383-3572. 

15
th

 – January/February 2016 Nor'Wester Deadline - Please submit ads, articles and photos to Editor. 
 

Other Region Events 

9/5 – 11A – Jammin’ in the Park Car Show - taking place at new park on the waterfront in Port Angeles.  Car show 

is running until 3P and the event with live music, volleyball tournament and food runs until 7P.  Arrive at the 

esplanade on the waterfront between 11A and noon for the car show.  The esplanade faces the harbor and is 

just west of the ferry terminal. 

9/5 – 8A – Caffeine & Gasoline at Griot’s Garage 3333 South 38
th
 Street in Tacoma. Theme: Motorcycles. 

9/11– 8A-3P –  PNW Concours Tour d'Jour at Lemay’s Americas Car Museum in Tacoma. For details go to 

https://www.americascarmuseum.org/event/tour-djour/.  If you have any questions about this year’s Pacific 

Northwest Concours d’Elegance, you can contact Caitlin Keely, Event Coordinator, at 

caitlin.keely@americascarmuseum.org or (253) 779-8490.  Questions about the Tour d’Jour can be directed to 

PNWR’s Dennis Rood, Tour Chair at concours@pnwr.org. 

9/17 – 6-9P – Friday Night Cruise-In at Griot’s Garage 3333 South 38
th
 Street in Tacoma.  Weather permitting, 

please call the store or check Facebook for the current details. 

9/24 6-8P – Ladies Night/Tech Session at Griot’s Garage 3333 South 38
th

 Street in Tacoma. 

10/3 – 8A – Caffeine & Gasoline at Griot’s Garage 3333 South 38
th

 Street in Tacoma. Theme: Race Cars. 
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    Dinner at the Cliff House – Jon Wyman 
 

The June Social Dinner was held at the Cliff House Restaurant in Tacoma.  The Cliff House has been in near 

continuous operation in its present location since 1925. It is a real Tacoma landmark.  A large group of OPR 

members met in Gig Harbor and caravanned across the Narrows Bridge, exiting at Jackson Street.   

 

 
We then made our way along the Point Ruston and Tacoma waterfront areas, traveling Highway 509 over the Foss 

Waterway and across the Port of Tacoma to Brown's Point.  We had a little larger group than originally signed up 

with 28 attendees, and we were seated on the lower level of the restaurant in a semi-private area adjacent to the 

bar.  There was live jazz music performed by a trio, and we dined with panoramic views of Commencement Bay, 

the Tacoma Skyline, and Mount Ranier.  All in all, everyone had fun, with good food and good friends! 
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      2015 Pacific Northwest Historics – Bob Becken 

The 27th Annual Pacific Northwest Historics Vintage Auto Races took place at Pacific Raceways (formerly 
Seattle International Raceway - SIR sounds way cooler than PR, but I digress) over the 4th of July 
weekend - Friday July 3rd through Sunday July 5th. Participation, not only on the part of our club, but the 
general population as well, seemed a bit sparse this year. The parking lot seemed less full. And while 
there were still plenty of interesting cars in the paddock, it didn't seem as crowded as in years gone by.  

                  

Still when you walk through the pits, when you hear the scream of engines as they flirt with their rev 
limiters, as the smell of unburned hydro carbons draws your attention to lack of electric vehicles, you 
realize that while things may not be as robust as in the past, the magic of the event is still strong.  
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We first gathered at the McDonalds in Gig Harbor. After the obligatory signing of the waivers and head 
counts, we moved on to Fife where we picked up Chris Wierman. From there we fell into a reasonable 
disciplined line as we snaked our way up I-5, on our way to Highway 18 - the early morning sun giving 
notice to the heat that would happen later.  

  The Pacific Northwest Historics features many of the world's rarest and most beautiful pre-1972 race 
cars. The featured marque for the 2015 Pacific Northwest Historics will be celebrating the anniversary of 
BMW Racing, and featuring the BMW PRO3 Group. The wheel to wheel competition runs on the 
challenging 2.25 mile Pacific Raceways road course which includes nine turns, a 200-300 foot elevation 
drop, and a near mile straightaway.  

It is those turns and elevation shift that makes the Parade lap such a thrill. Following the drivers meeting, 
a return to the cars and the excitement of what was to come took over. It is always like herding cats as the 
track volunteers attempt to guide and arrange the cars in preparation of the parade laps. Once all the cars 
are in place the flag falls and we accelerate out of the holding area. The scream of the engines and the 
shift of the car as the first turn is negotiated is an adrenalin rush that can't be explained, only experience-
ed. All too soon it is over.  

     

 

This year while our club was small in representation, we dominated the awards. Bill Elwell won 1st place 
for the People's Choice for 1980"s vintage and Chris Wierman won 2nd place for People's Choice for 
2000's vintage.   
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                                    Mt. Rainier/Packwood Tour - by Maryann Elwell 

 
Our adventure to Mt Rainier and beyond began at the Gig Harbor McDonalds on Friday afternoon, July 17th, at the 

Gig Harbor McDonald’s parking lot.  That’s where I met my girlfriend Liz and fellow member, Jan Putman.  Our 

drive to Packwood took us a couple of hours via scenic roads through the Gifford Pinchot National Forest along the 

northern side of Mt. Rainier. Once we arrived in Packwood, 

we headed straight to our hotel, the Packwood Lodge.  Upon 

check in, the staff brought us a bucket of ice and we were 

offered a glass of wine by the owner. The whole staff offered 

top notch service and seemed truly happy to see us and our 

cars.  After a short nap, we headed off to meet the rest of the 

cohort for dinner at a local joint, the Blue Spruce Saloon, in 

downtown Packwood.  After dinner, a few cocktails, and 

dancing to the juke box, we all headed over to Sue and Don 

Knievel’s home, a few miles down Hwy 12, to see where we’d 

be meeting for breakfast in the morning and have a nightcap. 

With the sun out in full force and already warming up, we all  

 

met at Sue and Don Knievel’s home around 10A for 

pastries, juice and coffee to have the drivers meeting for 

our tour through Mount Rainier park.  I was glad we were 

not starting out too early, Saturday morning.  Brett and 

Don gave us the run down for the trip and handed out 

directions and radios.  After everyone gassed up and got  

 

 

their picnic lunch together it was time to start our trek to 

Paradise.  If you’ve never done this drive, I highly 

recommend you make the trip.  We started from downtown 

Packwood and drove the fun (e.g. curvy) Forrest road to the 

Nisqually entrance to the park.   There was a line to pay, but 

it wasn’t as long as I expected for such a beautiful summer 

day.  We reassembled on the far side and headed up to the 

visitor center 

for a quick 

potty break – thanks to our tour guides (Brett and Don) for thinking 

of that.  We had an exhilarating drive up to Paradise, and as expected 

there was no parking available at the top, so we continued down the 

far side and stopped at a scenic pull off for lunch. As you can see the 

view from our lunch stop was spectacular in all directions.  The only 

downside was that we lost Debbie and Alex on the way. 

Meanwhile back at home, Don and Sue were smoking ribs and 

chicken and getting everything set up for our dinner BBQ.   
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We had a full spread with corn on the cob, baked beans, coleslaw and peach and berry pie for dessert. The ribs 

were so good that I didn’t even bother trying the chicken.  I couldn’t get enough!  It was great to hang out and enjoy 

each other’s company.  We even lined up all the cars on the lawn for a photo op. What a lovely home they have, it 

was really great that they offered to host our group for this event.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The next morning was an optional drive for cars with a high ground clearance to head up to Mount St. Helens.  The 

road is rather bumpy and apparently has lots of dips.  Liz, Jan and I were planning to meet up with the Hanfords to 

take the journey.  I was really looking forward to it, since I have never been there.  But alas it was not meant to be.  

On the drive back down the mountain on Saturday, my car’s transmission had a problem and put itself into 

emergency mode.  Luckily Alex was on hand to take it for a test drive and assure me it was ok to drive home.  So 

after getting a quick breakfast at the hotel lobby, we headed home.  I want to thank Brett and Don for putting on a 

great tour and Don and Sue for their awesome hospitality! 
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                             2015 New Member ‘s Picnic – Kip Sparber  

 

On Saturday, Aug. 15th, the OPR challenged the Washington weather gods to a “We’re having a picnic, try to rain on 

us” contest. The club parked twenty two Porsche’s (and a few other inferior vehicles) on a light brown colored 

pasture at the Sparber/Hoey residence just outside Belfair.  

 

 
 

We won. No measurable precipitation showed up.  What did show up was one of the club’s largest gatherings in 

some time…perhaps ever. The club feasted on pulled pork sandwiches, hamburgers and bratwurst.  Also, an 

assortment of side dishes, deserts and appetizers were supplied by club members. I don’t believe anyone went 

home hungry. Beverages were also supplied by the club to wash our food down. Several people were involved to 

make this happen. A special thanks to MaryAnn and Bill Elwell, Brooks and Barb Sanford, Louise Fry, David and 

Adrienne Loser, and Neil and Wilma Green for helping out. A special thanks to the chef team of Jon and John, a great 

job on the grill.   

 

   
 

 

          13       

 

 

            

                

Ma

rk 

you

r 

cal

en

dar

s 

for 

thi

s 

spe

cia

l 

eve

nt: 

April 

11th – 

2PM 

Satur

day 

Tour 

to 

Kalin

ski’s 

in 

Sequi

m – 

Meet 

at the 

Pouls

bo 

McDo

nalds 

– 



                                   

     
 

 
 

 
In addition, I also want to thank the Wigwam Tavern for supplying the pulled pork and baked beans. It was great. I 

also would like to mention that we had several new members attend. I loved seeing you folks out. I apologize for 

not spending more time with you. Perhaps I can make up for that on your next club visit. Again, many thanks to all 

of those who attended. 
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   Zone 6 Grand Tour – Jon Wyman 
 

The Zone 6 Grand Tour has to be the mother of all PCA tours.  It took over three years to plan this two week event, 
and it was planned in such a way that it was not for the faint of heart.  Over 40 people were involved in the 
planning phase alone. The tour meister was Bill Bauer, past president of PNWR, who did a masterful job of putting 
all of the pieces of the puzzle together.  It really was like a giant jigsaw puzzle.  The concept was to plan a tour of all 
16 regions that make up Zone 6 within PCA.  The idea was for each region to choose a route that showcased some 
of the best roads within it.  Bill’s idea was to fit all of these routes together to create a giant loop of the zone.  No 
one else had ever tried anything like this--it would be something new within PCA. Other parameters included the 
tour length of just 2 weeks.  When all was said and done the tour was to cover 5200 miles in 14 days.  The idea was 
hatched at the Zone 6 Presidents’ Meeting in Great Falls, Montana in 2011.  
 

 
 

The tour master plan called for it to start on July 25th in PNWR/OPR and end on August 8th in the Oregon Region 
near Portland. The first segment of the Grand Tour was through the PNWR, followed by the second segment 
through the OPR, and these two made up the first day. Then, it was on to Vancouver Island Region the second day, 
followed by Canada West Region and others, crossing the border back into the US on Saturday, August 1st in 
Montana.  There were approximately 155 total cars that participated in the tour. Members had the option to choose 
as many segments as they desired.  A total of 9 cars went the entire route, and a couple of those had only one 
driver, which means that they drove the entire 5200 miles by themselves. 
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On July 25th the weather was cool and rainy, which was a welcome respite from the record number of days over 90 
degrees we have had this summer.  The tour started at Pacific Raceways where we all gathered at 8:00 am.  After a 
drivers’ meeting we all got to drive two “parade” laps around the track, and we were off on the PNWR leg through 
the foothills of the Cascades in Southern King and Pierce Counties.  We had a rest stop at Mud Mountain Lake near 
the dam, and continued on a circuitous route off of Highway 410 towards our lunch stop at the LeMay Museum.  
Upon arrival at the museum we had box lunches, and everyone had a chance to spend a few minutes with the 
exhibits.  
 

 
 
Then it was OPR’s turn to lead the group through our region.  Our route took a short segment on Highway 16, 
exiting at Highway 302 heading towards Allyn.  After taking the cutoff before Allyn we drove a couple of miles on 
Highway 3 and turned at Highway 106 to travel along the south shore of the Hood Canal.  Once we intersected with 
US 101 it was a straight shot to Port Angeles, with a rest stop in Brinnon.  However, were not quite finished, 
because we added a loop up to Hurricane Ridge and back before checking in at our hotels.  We hosted a reception 
at the Kokopelli Grill in a private room with a bar.  Everyone had a great time and the day ended without incident.  
Not bad for the first full day of the Zone 6 Grand Tour. 
 
There were 9 cars total that traveled the entire distance of the tour---5200 miles.  Of those 9 cars, 33% or 3 of them 
were cars from OPR.  Special recognition goes to Corby Somerville and Jeannie Martin, and their 2014 Cayman S, 
David and Joan Miller (aka The Yellow Birds) in their 2014 Cayman S, and Bill Williams and Antoineete Carner, in 
their Boxster.  Our Zone representative, Tim Hagner also made the trip and kept PCA national abreast of progress 
throughout the event. 
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These valiant OPR members did some hard driving, with several 12-16 hour days over the course of the tour.  
Corby emailed me several photos which I posted on the club’s Facebook page. 
 
All in all, the Zone 6 Grand Tour was a huge success.  It was not without a few break downs, although most of them 
were taken in stride.  Linda and I attended the End of Tour Party in Wilsonville, OR, and it was clear from that party 
that many new friendships had been made, as well as many new experiences shared.  It makes the PCA slogan “it’s 
not just the cars, it’s the people” even more relevant.      
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June Moore         (360) 871-2332 
4235 SE Mile Hill Dr.         Serving all of Kitsap County             

Port Orchard, WA  98366    

      
   

 



 2016 Board Member Positions: 

 

We are accepting nominations for the 2016 calendar year for the Vice President, Secretary and Member at Large 

offices.  Please take a few minutes to look these available positions over.  If something interests you, please contact 

our Election Committee Chair, Don Knievel at dknievel@centurytel.net or (253) 858-6902 by Oct. 8th, so that 

ballots can be prepared and sent out by mid-October.  The OPR Board and supporting members ensure the smooth 

operation of our club.  We encourage you to take an active role and a personal interest. 
 

Vice President (2 year term):  The Vice President is responsible for requesting Insurance coverage for all 

moving car events (tours, rally’s tech sessions, etc.) and completing Observer’s Reports for these events and 

providing to National PCA office.  In the absence of the President, presides over meetings; prepares the agenda and 

directs the discussion thereof., assuring that the new President of the Region has signed this report acknowledging 

receipt of this Manual and other Region property.  A Two year position.  One of five Board members, the Vice 

President is required to attend the monthly Board/Membership meetings on a regular basis and Annual 

Membership meeting. Current Vice President is Pete Bonfrisco if you have any questions. 

 

Secretary (2 year term):  Keeps and preserves the minutes of all meetings of the Board of Directors and 

membership, to include the Annual Meeting and provides a copy to Newsletter Editor and Web Master for 

publishing.  Two year position.  One of five Board members. Secretary is required to attend the monthly 

Board/Membership meetings on a regular basis and Annual Membership meeting.  Current Secretary is Amy 

Bonfrisco if you have any questions. 
 

Member at Large (1 year term): If you cannot decide which of the above positions you would like best, 

perhaps the Member at Large is for you.  The Member at Large fills in where he/she is needed, either through 

direct tasking, or through his/her own initiative.  Best described as "A Helper", the Member at Large assists with 

special events, understaffed boards, and over tasked editors.  One of five Board Members.  You will be required to 

attend the monthly Board meetings on a regular basis.  One year position.  Current Member at Large is Neil Green if 

you have any questions. 

 

We are looking for volunteers for the 2016 calendar year for the following committee chairs.  If something 

interests you, please let our President, Jon Wyman at jonathan911sc@hotmail.comor (440) 463-1978.  
 

Safety Chairperson: Responsible for the club’s Safety to provide the following services, in accordance with 

appropriate Region Event Guidelines for all moving car events: (1) provide a monitor for all moving car events to 

ensure that the event organizers provide for the safety throughout the event; (2) ensure releases are signed by 

everyone; (3) make recommendations to the Region on all items of local interest pertinent to safety; (4) oversee 

the overall safe conduct of Region events, collect, report, and update all safety related information as made 

available from National PCA; and (5) review and resolve all safety issues submitted to the Safety Chair. Contact our 

President, Jon Wyman, if you have any questions. 

 

Newsletter Editor: Prepare, edit and cause to be published a monthly newsletter for the purpose of 

communicating to the Region membership information pertinent to the activities and operation of the Region. 

Appoint co-editor to provide for continuity during vacations, illness, emergencies, etc. Co-editor shall assist and 

become thoroughly familiar with all aspects of the publication process. Co-editor's appointment is to be submitted 

for Board approval at the beginning of each year.   
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The newsletter shall include, but not be limited to, the following: Calendar of Upcoming Events, including Board 

Meeting, Region Events, Zone Events, and other local events. Articles concerning upcoming and past events. 

Articles on local competitive events. Results of local competitive events. Board of Directors Meeting Minutes. New 

membership data. Goodie Store advertisement, List Board Members, Committee Chairpersons, and their contact 

numbers and website addresses.  

 

Required Publication information, such as deadlines and reprint guidelines. Newsletter credits. Technical articles 

and reports. President's message. Optional articles of general PCA interest. The newsletter shall be printed and 

available for the printer no later than the set day of each month selected by the Editor and printer.  Coordinate 

editorial and advertising inputs with the appropriate chairpersons. Appoint other persons to assist in publication 

of the newsletter, as necessary. Currently filled by Brian Forde, if you have any questions. 
 

 

Webmaster: Maintenance of the Olympic Peninsula Region web site at www.opr-pca.org. Updates should be 

made as new information is available to keep the site current, but at a minimum within a few days of receiving new 

information.  

This often requires a webmaster to be proactive and ask event chairs and others in the Region for the updated 

information.  The website should include the following minimum information:  Home Page (latest news and 

upcoming events with links to event pages for details and link to PCA National website), Club Contacts (board 

members & committee chairs with contact information), Calendar of Events (current year's calendar of events that 

are scheduled with links to event pages for details), Event Pages (for upcoming events scheduled within the next 

month or so), Past Events (Pictures and write-up on past events), Past Newsletters & Board Meeting Minutes, 

Classified Ads, Club Sponsors (appear on each web page), and Club History.  Currently filled by Maryann Elwell, if 

you have any questions. 

 

 

              See us on Facebook @ www.facebook.com/groups/1406301243017845 

Join the fun and find out the latest news about Porsche Club events and 

/02 ÍÅÍÂÅÒȭÓ ÁÃÔÉÖÉÔÉÅÓ 
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Technology on the Road – Bill Elwell 

It’s all About the Energy
 

I want to do a quick rewind to the piece I wrote in 
the last issue on headlines about the software inside 
our cars.  In that article I said that today’s cars have 
at least 20 interconnected computers on board.  I said 
that automakers were nervously waiting for a case 
where changes to one computer system would 
negatively impact other critical systems.  Since I 
wrote that, there have been two cases where hackers 
demonstrated that they could break into a car’s 
computer systems and take control of many of the 
car’s systems.   

 
One demonstration allowed a hacker to wire-

lessly control things like the windshield wipers, the 
climate control, they could steer the car and even 
shut off the engine.  In both cases, they gained access 
to the computer systems through the car’s enter-
tainment system.  Once inside the entertainment 
system they could access almost every other 
computer control system through the network that 
connects the car’s computer modules. 

 
Let’s move on to the topic for this issue, brakes.  

To start this discussion I want to get you to think 
about brakes differently than you probably think 
about them today.  If I asked you what brakes are, 
you might say that they are devices that slow a 
moving vehicle and prevent a stationary vehicle from 
moving.  Good answer!  My next question is, “how do 
brakes slow down a car?”  This is where you’d 
probably start talking about how drum or disk brakes 
work and it’s here that I want you to change the way 
you think about brakes. 

 
Let’s rewind all the way back to high school 

general science class.  Back then you were taught 
about kinetic and potential energy.  You were told 
that kinetic energy is the energy an object has due to 
its motion.  You were taught that potential energy is 
energy that is somehow stored such that it can be 
used later.  There are lots of different types of 
potential energy.  A couple examples of potential 
energy are as follows: 

¶ Mechanical energy – an example is a 
compressed spring. 

¶ Chemical energy – this is energy that is stored 
in the chemical bonds between atoms.  This is 
how batteries store electricity. 

¶ Heat energy – the hotter a material is, the 
more energy it contains.                                           
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If your general science teacher was good, he/she 
would have told you about the law of conservation of 
energy, which states that energy can move from one 
form to another, but it can neither be created nor 
destroyed. 

 
Let’s jump back to brakes now.  A moving car has 

kinetic energy.  You can calculate that energy by 
multiplying the mass of the car by the square of the 
car’s speed.  If we hit the brakes to stop the car, the 
car slows down and the brakes get hot.  Conservation 
of energy tells us that the kinetic energy from the 
moving car was converted to heat energy in the car’s 
brakes.  So from now on, I want you to think of the 
braking system as an energy conversion device.  The 
brakes take the kinetic energy from a moving car and 
convert it to, in most cases, heat energy.  Here’s why 
it’s important to think about brakes like this.  In an 
electric or hybrid car, the braking system converts 
some of the car’s kinetic energy into electrical energy 
(not just heat) which is then stored chemically in a 
battery. 

 
The process of converting kinetic energy from a 

car’s motion to electric energy is call regenerative 
braking and it’s a very important concept to 
understand.  It’s the key to why hybrid cars are so 
much more efficient than purely gasoline or diesel 
powered cars. 

 
I want to make the point about regenerative 

braking again.  Think about it in terms of “Go” and 
“Whoa”.  Go is whatever moves the car.  Whoa is 
whatever stops the car. 

 
Let’s start with a car that has only an internal 

combustion engine.  The “Go” side of the equation 
uses a gasoline or diesel engine to convert the 
chemical energy in the fuel into kinetic energy to 
move the car.  On the “Whoa” side, the brakes convert 
that kinetic energy into heat to stop the car.  The key 
here is that when we hit the brakes, the car’s kinetic 
energy is converted to heat and it’s no longer of any 
use to us. 

 
In a hybrid vehicle the energy picture is different.  

On the “Go” side, a hybrid vehicle has both an internal 
combustion motor and an electric motor.  Energy to 
move the car can come from either chemical energy 
in the fuel, which is used by the internal combustion  

       
         



engine or it can come from electric energy stored in a 
battery and used by an electric motor.  On the “Whoa” 
side we have the classic braking system that converts 
kinetic energy to heat AND we have a regenerative 
braking system that converts kinetic energy to 
electric energy that charges a battery.  So instead of 
converting all of the car’s kinetic energy to heat 
(which is wasted), a hybrid car converts some of it to 
electricity, which is reused by the electric motor to 

move the car.  In stop and go traffic, regenerative 
braking saves a lot of gasoline. 

 
Next time we’ll dive into the mechanics of how 

the brakes convert kinetic energy to either heat or 
electricity.  Thanks for reading and I welcome 
suggestions for future articles.  You can write me at 
billelwell@hotmail.com. 

 
 

  The OPR -PCA Goodie Store is Open  

     

 

        

    

   

To submit ideas and suggestions for items the club should carry or to 

place orders: Contact Neil Green - nwgreen7@msn.com or Phone 

(360) 456-1771                              

           

 

  10 Reasons you are happier in a Porsche Club - Editor 
 

1. You are not at work or school. 

2. You are usually with people you love to be around and who understand your passion. 

3. The Vitamin P you soak up from the cars helps make you happier. 

4. The sounds of our car thrills, calms & relaxes you again and again. 

5. You'll forget your problems when staring at the endless ribbon of Porsches reaching out to the horizon. 

6. There are so many demands every day, that you forget what is important and why we sacrifice. 

7. Fresh air, good company and ample dining options are available throughout your club journeys. 

8. You get moving & active without even trying when having Porsche Club adventures. 

9. Your Porsche allows you to unplug from your everyday life, feeling alive and in the moment. 

10. Just owning a Porsche makes you feel better about yourself and in a club you get to share that feeling. 

                          Always Remember, Got a VIN? ɀ9ÏÕȭÒÅ ÉÎȢ 
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OLYMPIC PENINSULA REGION-PORSCHE CLUB OF AMERICA 

July 8, 2015 Monthly Meeting Minutes 

 

 

Jon Wyman called the meeting to order at 7:05p.m. at McCormick Woods, Port Orchard, WA 

 

Board Members Present: Jon Wyman, President; Pete Bonfrisco, Vice President; Amy Bonfrisco, Secretary; Maryann Elwell, 

Treasurer, Neil Green, Member-at-Large and John James, Past President 

 

Members Present: Don and Sue Knievel, Alex and Debbie Raphael, Brooks and Barb Hanford, Brett Burroughs, Bob Becken, 

Jan Putman, Pete Fischer and Susan Smith, Louise Fry, Susie James, Anna Hoey and Kip Sparber, Adrianne and Dave Loser 

 

President: Jon Wyman: Confirmed that the members received a copy of the June 10, 2015 minutes and he inquired if there 

were any additions or corrections.  Jan Putman requested that a correction be made to the minutes to reflect that she had 

requested that members of OPR wear name tags at events.  She was requesting that minutes reflect that request.  Jon 

requested that the correction be noted and Maryann Elwell moved to approve the minutes with the above correction. Pete 

Bonfrisco seconded the motion. Maryann then requested that Pete Fischer include information on ordering name tags in the 

next email blast and informed the members that she would request that Brian Forde include this information in the next 

edition of NorWester. 

  

Next, Jon reminded members of the Zone 6 Grand Tour scheduled to start on Saturday, January 25, 2015.  He announced there 

are total of 32 total entries for OPR-PCA’s leg of the tour and that 9 of the 32 participants were from our club.  The other 

participants attending will be coming from Nanaimo and Alberta, Canada; Hillsboro, Oregon; Orcas Island, Port Angeles, 

Camano Island and Seattle, WA.  Brett Burroughs, Maryann and Bill Elwell, Bob Becken, Dave Miller, Corby Sommerville and 

Jon Wyman will assist in leading the groups on OPR’s leg of the tour.  Specifically, Jon announced that he would lead the first 

group with Brett as the sweep, Maryann and Bill would lead the second group with Dave as the sweep, and Bob would lead the 

third group with Corby as the sweep. 

  

Secretary:  Amy Bonfrisco: Nothing to report. 

 

Vice President: Pete Bonfrisco: Nothing to report. 

 

Treasurer: Maryann Elwell: Reported that as of June 10, 2015 there was a Beginning Balance of $9,866.11; Ending balance of 

$10,308.13; Deposits of $933.36; Total Withdrawals of $491.34 and $1,548.00 in Escrow. Maryann also submitted the subsidy 

request for the new member picnic. 

 

Member at Large:  Neil Green. Nothing to report. 

 

Past President: John James: John announced the SCCA and Sovereign are having a joint event on August 8th and 9th and he let 

members know that Bremerton Raceways will not be building the drag strip this year due to the track being booked for the 

remainder of the calendar year. 

 

Advertising Chair: Pete Bonfrisco: Nothing to report. 

 

Membership: Kip Sparber: Kip reported that as of July 8, 2015 the total count of members is 234, including: 139 Primary 

Members and 95 Affiliate Members. 

 

Goody Store: Neil Green: Nothing to report. 
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Newsletter Editor: Brian Forde: Not present.  Maryann mailed newsletters out last week. 

 

Website:  Maryann reported that the calendar on the website is up to date through July 2015. She will update the website over 

the upcoming weekend. Jan Putman indicated that some of the hyperlinks are not working properly.  The particular link she 

had a challenge with was the upcoming picnic which is scheduled for August 15, 2015.  Maryann indicated she would check the 

links and confirm everything was working properly. 

 

Social Chair: Pete Fischer: Reported that due to a lack of interest expressed, he will be cancelling the Selah Inn event 

scheduled for August 1, 2015.  The next event scheduled will be the club picnic, which is being hosted by Anna Hoey and Kip 

Sparber at their residence on August 15, 2015 at 12:00 p.m.  Pete inquired what the club will be contributing toward this 

event.  Maryann stated she allocated a budget of approximately $20 to $30 per head, but that the total costs should not exceed 

$600.  Pete then announced that the club had a total 18 RSVPs as of July 8, 2015 and requested that if any of the club members 

had any outdoor games such as lawn darts, croquet, or a bad mitten set, that they bring the games to the event. Maryann made 

a motion for the board to approve up to $600 for the picnic, including the $250 PCA National subsidy.  Jon Wyman seconded 

the motion and all were in favor. 

   

Next, Neil Green recommended the club start tracking interest in previous events to assess whether such events should be 

scheduled at a future date. Jon Wyman seconded Neil’s recommendations and suggested an email blast be sent to all of the 

participants after each event to obtain feedback and Pete Bonfrisco suggested the information be obtained through a survey 

rather than an email blast.  Since all the club members expressed interest in this idea Maryann Elwell volunteered to look into 

putting a survey together for future events.  Kip Sparber then circled back to Jon Wyman’s idea and suggested that the club 

also send out mass emails to advertise future events. This led to a discussion amongst the members about targeting these 

emails at new members, advertisers, and to other PNWR members that attend OPR-PCA sponsored events to increase 

participation.  Next, Pete Fisher requested volunteers to rally support for the upcoming picnic at Kip Sparber and Anna Hoey’s 

residence by contacting those members who do not regularly attend. After discussion on this topic the members decided it 

would be easiest for the 12 volunteers to each be assigned a page of members to call off of OPR’s contact list.  As such, the work 

was assigned as follows: Brooks and Barb Hanford, page 1; Pete Fischer, page 2; Pete Bonfrisco, page 3; Alex Raphael, page 4;  

Brett Burroughs, page 5; Jon Wyman, page 6; Don Knievel, page 7; Dave Loser, page 8; Kip Sparber, page 9; Sue Knievel, page 

10; Debbie Raphael, page 11; and Adrianne Loser page 12.  Finally Maryann Elwell volunteered to have paper name tags for 

the upcoming picnic. 

 

Technical/Speed: Alex Raphael: Nothing to report. 

 

Old Business: Brooks and Bard Hanford inquired about the bylaws committee reconvening and Maryann Elwell requested 

everyone email her availability of dates for early September 2015 during a week night to ensure they can be approved by the 

2015 annual meeting.  

 

New Business: Neil Green reminded members that if they wanted pictures included in the club albums members would need 

to start submitting pictures after each event to him on a more regular basis.  Several members let know Neil they would 

forward him their pictures and Maryann Elwell reminded that the due date for the September newsletter will be August 15, 

2015. Susan Fischer then reminded members to sign up on the club’s Facebook page.  

 

Meeting adjourned at 8:05 p.m. with a motion made John James and seconded by Maryann Elwell.  

 

The next board meeting and member dinner will be held on Wednesday, August 12, 2015 at 6:00 p.m. at the Clubhouse 

Restaurant at McCormick Woods in Port Orchard WA, followed by the meeting at 7:00 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Amy Bonfrisco, Secretary 
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Olympic Peninsula Region/Porsche Club of America          

P.O. Box 3572                 

Silverdale, WA 98383 

                                                            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cro

sswo

rd 

Puz

zle 

Ans

wers 

fro

m 

Jan/

Feb. 

New

slett

er 

 

DO

WN 

– 

1. 

Fre

nch 

Gra

nd 

Prix 

2. 

Vol

ksw

agen 

3. 

Lem

ans 

4. 

Wei

sach 

5. 

Nur

bur

g 

6. 

Stut

tgar

t 

7. 

Ferr

y 

8. 

 

F

o

r

 

S

a

l

e

:

  

P

o

r

s

c

h

e

 

S

t

e

e

r

i

n

g

 

W

h

e

e

l

 

w

i

t

h

 

A

i

r

B

a

g

 

P

r

i

c

i

n

g

:

  

6

"

H

a

v

e

 

y

o

u

 

e

v

e

r

 

s

e

e

n

 

a

 

t

w

e

n

t

y

 

d

o

l

l

a

r

 

b

i

l

l

 

a

l

l

 

c

r

From the 

Editor …… 

  

 

Brian Forde - 

Editor 

1999 Porsche 911 Carrera (996)                           
71,505 miles, Exterior color – Silver                       

Interior color – Black, Non-smoker, Chrome wheels 

w/Wheel locks, Power-memory driver’s seat, Power 

passenger’s seat, AM/F stereo, CD player (and removed 

subwoofer, if you want it) Sensoro Silver Fox radar/laser 

detector, Removable bra. Price  $23,500                                    

(VIN WPOAA2991XS621213) 
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