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PCA Olympic Peninsula Region 2013 Event Calendar 

Event/Social Chair: Pete Fischer e-mail: specyoulater@hotmail.com or (360) 275-8811 

 

January 2013 
9

th
 – 6:30P/7P – Dinner/Member & Board Meeting at 

Bremerton Airport Diner 

25
th

 – 7P Dinner at Massimo Italian Bar and Grill  
 

February 2013 
13

th
 –6P/7P – Member & Board Meeting at Wig Wam  

15
th

 – March/April Nor’Wester Deadline 

16
th

 – 9A – Tour & Griot’s Garage  – Bill Elwell 

23
rd

 – 7P – Movie Night at Brownsville Yacht Club 
 

March 2013 
10

th
 – 2P – 9

th
 Annual Chili Cookoff  in Gig Harbor 

16
th

 – 2:30P  Tour/ St Patrick’s Day Beer Pairings Dinner 

 at Alderbrook Resort 

23
rd

 – 5:00P – Dinner/Member & Board Meeting at 

 7 Cedars Restaurant in Sequim 

24
th

 – Sunday Drive – Brian Forde 

TBD – Porsche Parade 2013 Registration Opens 

 

April 2013 
10

th
 – 6P/7P – Dinner/Member & Board Meeting 

15
th

 – May/June Nor’Wester Deadline 

20
th

-  Social Dinner – Cosmos – Debbie Raphael 

21
st
 – Sunday Drive – Brian Forde 

27
th

 – LeMay America’s Car Museum  – John James 

 

May 2013 
 4

th
-Tour/Tech Session- Roger Jobs Porsche- 

Bellingham 

5
th

 – Sunday Drive – Brian Forde 7:30A Sequim 

McDonald’s 

8
th

 – 6P/7:00P – BBQ/Member Meeting – Wigwam Pub, 

Gorst 

18
th

 – 8A – Armed Forces Day Parade/Lunch at 

MAXRPM, Bremerton. 

31
st
-June 2

nd
 – Long Weekend Tour to Oregon Coast – 

Kevin Strilcov & Judy Berrian. 

 

June 2013 
12

th
 – 6P/7P – Dinner/Member Meeting 

15
th

 – July/August Nor’Wester Deadline 

15th – Tour to Sully’s in Suquamish for Lunch – Brett 

Burroughs 

23
rd

 – Sunday Drive – Pete Fischer – Time and location 

to be announced 

23-29
th

 PCA Parade in Traverse City, MI 

 

July 2013 
5

th
-7

th
 – 9A – SOVREN Pacific NW Historics Races & 

Sat. Car Corral 

21
st
 – Sunday Drive – Brian Forde 7:30A Poulsbo 

McDonald’s 

27
th

 – 6P – Dinner/Member Meeting in Port Angeles – 

David Meyers 

28
th

 – 11A  – Porsches on the Pier in Port Angeles - Cecil 

White 

 

August 2013 
11

th
 – 8:30A – Cruz Port Orchard Car Show 

14
th

 – 6P/7P – Dinner/Member Meeting 

15
th

 – September/October Nor’Wester Deadline 

18
th

 – Sunday Drive – Brian Forde 7:30A Gig Harbor 

McDonald’s 

24
th

 – 3P Tour 5P Dinner Lennardks  Boathouse 

Allyn waterfront Pete Fischer 

 

September 2013 
7

th
  – 9A – Bremerton Blackberry Festival Car Show 

11
th

 – 6P/7P – Dinner/Member Meeting 

21
st
  – 10A – Brownsville Appreciation Day Car Show 

22
nd

 – Sunday Drive – Brian Forde 7:30A Port 

Townsend McDonald’s 

TBD – Rally/Lunch – Bill/Maryann Elwell 

 

October 2013 
12

th
 –5P/7:00P – Dinner/Member Meeting at 7 Cedar’s 

Double Eagle Restaurant in Sequim 

12
th

 – 2013 Board/Chair Nominations Due 

15
th

 – November/December Nor’Wester Deadline 

TBD (Sunday) – Tour w/ Dinner at Bay Street Bistro - 

Pete Fischer 

31st – Holiday Party Payment Due 

November 2013 
9th   

 – 7P Social Dinner in Poulsbo  

13
th

 – 6P/7P – Dinner/Annual Membership Meeting at 

Bremerton Airport Diner on Hwy 3 

27th – 6P/7P – Dinner/2013 Calendar Planning Meeting  

30
th

  – 2013 Election Ballots Due 

 

December 2013 
1st – Silent Auction Donation Responses Due 

7
th

 – 6:00P/7:00P – Cocktail Hour/Holiday Party at 

Manresa Castle in Port Townsend. 

15
th

 – January/February Nor’Wester Deadline 
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I would 

like to 

extend a 

special 

Thank 

You to 

all of 

those 

OPR 

member

s who 

contribu

ted 

pictures 

and 

articles 

for this 

year’s 

newslett
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Half Page  $360  $222     

Quarter Page  $180  $126  

Business Card $90  $78 

 

ON THE COVER:  
It is Photo Contest time. Please submit 

your best OPR car or OPR event picture. 

Winner will be on the next cover of the 

Nor’Wester. 

Submit to OPR-Brian@live.com by June 

15
th  

2013. 
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 From the President – Jon Wyman 
 

 As Spring comes into full view and our driving season begins, we have some great events planned.  I have been 

asking myself “What is it that binds us all together in the Olympic Peninsula Porsche Club?”  Obviously, the common 

element is Porsche ownership and our love to drive them.   

 

 Beyond that, it strikes me that our members have diverse interests. Some members participate for the social 

events, others for the tours, others for the technical knowledge they can gain and some have business interests they hope 

club members will utilize.  Whatever the interest, we have a great group of people!   

 

 Without a doubt, Porsche owners have achieved great success in their personal and professional careers.  I 

strongly encourage you to get to know your fellow club members and tap into their knowledge base. Doing this will bring 

us closer together.  Of course, in order to do that you have to participate in club events.   

 

 Our participation is increasing, evidenced by our recent board meeting and member dinner in Sequim last month.  

We had over 40 people attend, several for the first time.  All are welcome! 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

  RSvP - Ready Sett Participate by Pete Fischer, Social/Event Chair 
 

MAY 2013 
4

th
 – 8:45A – Tout/Tech Session Roger Jobs Porsche in Bellingham - Meet at 8:45A at the Port Townsend Ferry Dock 

to catch the 9:30A ferry. We’ll ride the ferry from Port Townsend to Coupeville and take a scenic drive up to 

Roger Jobs Porsche in Bellingham. Once we arrive they will be presenting an IMS bearing tech session followed 

by lunch. RSvP to Pete Bonfrisco by April 30th at pete.spyder.rs@gmail.com or (360) 490-7741 with count for 

lunch. In order to board the ferry you must make your ferry reservations asap, as spots are limited at 

https://secureapps.wsdot.wa.gov/Ferries/Reservations/Vehicle/SailingSchedule.aspx.You'll also need to make the 

return reservation too for the 6PM sailing from Coupeville to PT. Cost is $18.50 for the car and driver, passenger. 

5th – 7:30A Arrive & Drive – Brian Forde is heading up a drive ending someplace for breakfast. Meet at the McDonalds 

in Sequim. For more details contact him via opr-brian@live.com .  

8th – 6:00P/7:00P BBQ/Member Meeting  - At the Wigwam Pub in Gorst  

18th – 8:00A – 65th Bremerton Armed Forces Day Parade/BBQ Lunch - Meet at MAXRPM, at 8:00A for coffee & 

donuts, so we can line up at 8:30A for the parade start at 10A. RSvP to Alex Raphael at (360) 373-6758 or e-mail: 

alex@maxrpmmotorsports.com  by 5/12/13 if you plan to participate in the parade and indicate how many will be joining 

us for an OPR-sponsored BBQ lunch afterwards back at MAXRPM. If you don’t participate in the parade, you can join us 

for the BBQ lunch for $10/person, but be sure to RSvP for lunch only.  

31st -June 2nd – A long Weekend Tour to Oregon Coast – 3 Day weekend getaway to the Oregon Coast. Overnighting 

at the Surfrider Resort in Depoe Bay.  Per car event fee of $25 must be paid by 4/30/13 to OPR-PCA and mailed to P.O. 

Box 3572, Silverdale, WA 98383-3572. RSvP to Kevin Strilcov & Judy Berrian by 5/1/13, so they can make our 

restaurant reservations, at strilberri@comcast.net  or (360) 866-2151.  

June 2013 

12
th

 – 6/7 Dinner/ Member Meeting – Location TBD  

15
th

 - Tour to Sully’s in Suquamish for Lunch – Join tour leader Brett Burroughs for a couple of hours of exhilarating 

driving before stopping for a wonderful lunch. Meet at 10A at the McDonalds in Poulsbo. 

23-29
th

 – Porsche Parade 2013 – Traverse City, MI 

        5 
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July 2013 

5-7
th

 – SOVREN Pacific NW Historics Races & Saturday Car Corral - Deadline to RSVP and pay for event at Pacific 

 Raceways in Kent is 5/31. Maximum of 20 cars per day in Corral area, based on order of ticket payment receipt. 

 Ticket prices: Adults: $30 one-day pass w/ Corral parking Friday, Saturday or Sunday; $50 3-day weekend pass 

 w/ Corral parking; $25 Friday, Saturday or Sunday additional adult; $40 weekend pass additional adult; $5 per 

 day Children age 7 - 16; free age 6 and under. All proceeds benefit charity for uncompensated care at Children’s 

 Hospital & Regional Hospital Center in Seattle. To participate in the Corral and track laps (Sat./Sun. time 

 permitting), attendees must pre-register by providing payment for tickets (cash or checks written to “OPR-PCA”) 

 by 5/31/13 to our Treasurer, Maryann Elwell, or mail to OPR-PCA, P.O. Box 3572, Silverdale, WA 98383-3572. 

 Write on your check the days you want tickets for and how many by type (e.g. 2 adults weekend w/ 1 car in 

 corral, 1 adult and 1 child Saturday only w/ 1 car in corral, 2 adults Sunday only w/ 2 cars in corral). 

                                

9/6-8 – ORPCA - Comemorating 50 Years of the Porsche 911 Event – Registration opened March 1st for this weekend 

 long event at www.motorsportsreg.com. See the ORPCA website as of 02/20/13 for added information at 

 www.oregonpca.org or contact Paul Kust at (360) 256-3873 or via e-mail: Paulk81.911sc@gmail.com .   

                               6 
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 Fire at the Narrow’s 

 OPR 9th Annual Chili Cook-off 

         By Maryann Elwell  
 

 I guess it had to happen eventually.  We finally broke our streak of having dry sunny days for the Cook-offs.  Our 

9
th
 Annual Chili Cook-off was a wet one.  Hence we only had a small number of members who brought their Porsches out 

to play.  We were very happy, though, because we had a great turnout again, despite the weather. 

 

 It was great to see some friends we hadn’t seen for a while and get to know some of our newer members better.  

After we snacked on chips, salsa, Debbie’s famous guacamole and drank some Mexican beer and margaritas it was time to 

start tasting the chili.  Keeping with the variety theme, we had about 8 different types of chili’s to taste this year.  We also 

had several varieties of cornbread, including a pumpkin version that Kip brought to go along with his pumpkin chili.  That 

was a killer combination.  Since Anna is the baker in the family we all thought that she made the cornbread, but it turned 

out Kip made it all himself.  Thanks to those who made cornbread to help quell the burn, because some of those chili’s 

were really hot! 

 

 Bill cracked the whip and got everyone to vote for their favorite chili and tallied up the votes.  We gathered 

everyone together around the piano and dining room, so our Past President, Brian, could announce the winners.  Third 

prize went to a chili that was made by one of our newest members, Jan Putman.  If I recall correctly, she made a lentil 

chili without beans that was really good.  Second place went to Kip Sparber for his pumpkin chili.  The coveted first place 

toilet seat, went to another new member, Mary K. Connor, whose chili has won numerous awards.  She was also very 

generous to share her recipe, see below. 

 

 
 

 Then there were the desserts that were to die for.  My favorite dessert was a tie between Arlene’s famous cookies 

and the chocolate mousse cake that Pete and Amy brought.  I never did get to try the apple pies since they were gone too 

quickly.  They must have been really good.  Thanks to everyone who attended and to those that brought chili, corn bread, 

chips& salsa, guacamole, and desserts.  We also want to thank everyone for all of their help throughout the day that made 

things go smoothly for Bill and I.  We can’t wait for next year’s cook-off! 
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DOWN HOME DIG-IN CHILI 

Meats in the chili should always be chopped, never ground. The food processor does a good job, but just a few quick jolts 

are enough. You will notice there are no beans in this recipe. Beans in chili are a crime against nature. Chili with red 

beans served on the side is okay—just.  Recipe makes 8 servings. 

¼ cup lard or vegetable oil      2 medium onions, finely chopped 

2 green bell peppers, chopped    1 celery stalk, chopped 

2 gloves garlic minced     2 ½ pounds stewing beef, such as chuck, chopped 

2 pounds pork shoulder (Boston butt), chopped  Salt and freshly ground pepper 

1 12oz bottle pale ale      7 tablespoons chili powder (or to taste) 

4 jalapeno chilies, seeded, minced   1 teaspoon cayenne pepper 

4 14 ½ oz cans stewed tomatoes,    1 teaspoon cumin 

drained (liquid reserved) chopped       

 Melt lard/oil in heavy large pot over medium heat. Add finely chopped onions, bell peppers, celery and garlic, 

sauté until onions are translucent. Remove from pan using slotted spoon and set aside. 

 

 Increase the heat, and brown the meats in batches, when browned return the vegetables to the pot. Add the 

remaining ingredients. Reduce heat, cover partially and simmer 2 hours, adding reserved tomato liquid if chili appears 

dry. Stir occasionally. Taste and adjust seasoning with salt and pepper. Uncover and simmer until thickened and meat is 

tender, about 2 more hours. Season chili with hot pepper sauce. Serve with green onions, cheddar cheese, avocado and 

sour cream. 
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June Moore  
 4235 SE Mile Hill Dr.                             

Port Orchard, WA  98366   

(360) 871-2332   

For all of your Real Estate 
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   St. Patrick's Day Beer Pairings Dinner by Pete Fischer 

 Once again Alderbrook Resort played host to the annual St. Patrick's Day Beer Pairings Gourmet Dinner. The 

beers were provided by MAC & Jacks Brewery of Redmond, WA. 

 

 The festivities started with a bang... a shot of Jameson Irish whiskey with beer then platters of hors d'oeuvres were 

offered by the wait staff. After this social half hour we were all seated, then the feast began. Three hours later we had 

devoured five delectable courses which featured  Prawns, Pork, Mussels, Lamb and Elk, all downed with seemingly an 

endless flow of brews. To top off the evening dessert was served with Irish coffee.  

 

    
  

 In between courses the Chef would come in to explain the next serving and  the Marketing Director would a 

detailed explanation of the paired brew. He also did a drawing to give away merchandise.... MAC & JACKS hats, T-

shirts, hoodies and growlers. I believe that just about everyone at our table walked away a winner. 

 

 The highlights of the evening though was not the food and drinks. It was the jokes and the Ode. You see, I asked 

each couple the Bonfrisco's, Elwell's, Raphael's, Burroughs', Pollitt's and Meyers' to research, bring with them and 

perform/tell an Irisk Joke to the table. I must say that many laughs were had by all. And I had composed an "Ode To The 

Brewmaster" that I was prodded to recite to the tune of an Irish jig....to the entire crowd. I suppose it's good thing that I 

was warmed up first.  
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An Ode to the Brewmaster 

 

There's a marvelous drink with miraculous powers 
You down a few pints and you're grinnin' for hours 

Your banter is witty, you eat six courses without...a clue 
When you're under the spell of Mac and Jack's Brew 

 
If you find yourself actin' a little improper 
Like moonin' a nun or depantsin' a copper 

Or inkin' yourself with a flashy tattoo 
You can chalk it up to Mac and Jack's Brew 

 
You'll be flipin' your coasters as best at your able 

Or hummin' a tune of a jig on the table 
While singing along you have to remember 
It's inspired by hopped up,  African Amber 

 
You'll roll on a keg till the break of the morning or 
You'll try makin' out with your mate in the corner 

While drinkin' up instead of being a... hoarder 
You'll try to make room for more creamy Black Cat Porter 

 
You'll be fiesty and frisky and rowdy and tell jokeys 

You'll shatter a glass with your loud karaoke 
There's really no limit to elephant ears... you can say 

When you've chugged a few mugs of that Two Tun IPA 
 

So let's hoist up a glass and remember the beat 
And savor a swig o' that malty Serenghetti Wheat 

They love it from Redmond to Union, they're oh so daring 
hurrah for Max that gives us beer pairings 

 
Dinner at Alderbrook Resort HAPPY ST. PATRICK'S DAY 2013 

by Pete Fischer, Social Event Chair 
Olympic Peninsula Porsche Club 
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    Technology on the Road – Nitrogen? - Bill Elwell 

 

   Did you folks catch the news about Porsche’s new 

GT3?  There won’t be an option for a manual gearbox!  

PDK only.  No doubt that the PDK is a superior 

transmission.  But I’ve never found them to be as fun to 

drive as a good-ole stick.  Maybe I’m just getting old. 

 

After two previous articles about tires, I still owe 

you some more information.  I was rather surprised by 

how much there is to say about tires. 

 

Many of us have heard that some folks fill their tires 

with nitrogen.  You might also have heard that race cars 

and aircraft have nitrogen in their tires.  For most of us 

though, air has worked quite well for us over the years.  

Why fool with a good thing?  Let’s check it out. 

 

If you did well in high school science then you’ll 

remember that the air we breathe is about 78% nitrogen 

and almost 21% oxygen.  The remaining 1% is a mixture 

of other gasses.  Since the air pumped into our tires is 

already 78% nitrogen, could increasing the nitrogen 

content really make a difference in the performance of 

our tires? 

 

Here is a list of the claims made by the nitrogen fill 

proponents: 

 Tires lose pressure more slowly 

 Increased fuel economy 

 Increased tire life 

 Improved handling and traction  

 Cooler running temperatures 

 Prevents wheel rot 

 Better for the environment 

 

Let’s start with the claim that nitrogen filled tires 

will lose pressure more slowly than air filled tires.   

 

If you recall my first article on tires, I men-tioned 

that tubeless tires have a halobutyl rubber coating the 

inside to minimize the leakage of air through the tire.  

Yes, just like Casper the Friendly Ghost can pass 

through walls, gases will pass through many solid 

materials.  You can find tables that will tell you at what 

rate various gasses will permeate through various 

substances.  In this case we want to find the rates at 

which oxygen and nitrogen will permeate through butyl 

rubber.  The tables tell us that oxygen will pass through 

butyl rubber about four times faster than nitrogen.   

 

But that’s not the whole story because air is a 

mixture of gasses.  To figure this out we have to dive 

into Dalton’s Law of Partial Pressures.  I’ll save you the 

agony.  Theory tells us that an air filled tire will lose 

pressure 1.6 times faster than a nitrogen filled tire.  

Consumer Reports did actual measurements comparing 

pressure loss of air vs. nitrogen.  They found that air 

filled tires lost pressure 1.59 times faster than nitrogen 

filled tires.  Theory and reality seem to match. 

 

Consumer Reports concluded that since both air 

filled and nitrogen filled tires lost pressure over time, car 

owners need to check their tire pressure regularly 

regardless of what gas is in their tires.  So my 

interpretation of the slower pressure loss claim is that it 

is true.  However, the benefits may be rather small. 

 

A properly inflated tire will have lower rolling 

resistance than an underinflated tire and therefore the car 

will get better gas mileage.  So, the claim that nitrogen 

fills lose pressure more slowly logically leads to the 

conclusion that nitrogen fills would result in better gas 

mileage.  It seems plausible.  I haven’t seen anyone try 

to calculate the savings.  But, let’s face it most of us 

don’t check our tire pressure very often.  If you consider 

the fuel that might be saved in millions of cars, there 

might be some value here. 

 

We can talk about possible increased tire life, better 

handling, and cooler running temperatures at the same 

time.  Properly inflated tires wear better (longer), 

perform better, and run cooler than an underinflated tire.  

If nitrogen filled tires remain closer to the proper 

pressure for longer, these benefits could be true. 

 

I’m still snickering about the “wheel rot” claim.  I 

didn’t make it up.  “Wheel rot” shows up on a lot of 

websites that talk about nitrogen fills.  I need to backup 

and explain one of the down-sides to air fills.  If you 

consistently fill your tires from a compressed air source 

that does not have a storage tank, you will slowly start to 

accumulate liquid water inside your tires.  The little 

compressors that you can plug into your cigarette lighter 

are an example of a compressor without a storage tank.  

If you want me to explain how fills from that sort of 

compressor can cause water accumulation, let me know 

and I will. 

 

OK, back to wheel rot.  Remember, I’m talking 

about wheel rot, not tire rot.  We now know that some of 

us have some amount of water sloshing around in our 

tires.  Combine moisture and oxygen and you would 

seem to have a perfect environment for oxidation (rust if 

the wheel is steel).  But the reality is that wheels are 

coated to prevent oxidation.  If you find any sort of 

damage on a wheel it will be from the bimetallic reaction 

caused when you clamp a steel weight onto an aluminum 

rim during the balancing process.  OK, curbing your 



wheels also does a number on them but that’s another 

issue completely.  Anyway, preventing wheel rot turns 

out to be a theoretical benefit that has little value in the 

real world.  

 

Now, is all this better for the environment?  In 

theory, sure.  If we use less gas and wear out fewer tires, 

that’s all good right?  I can’t argue with that. 

 

But what’s the reality of all this?  Let’s start with 

how you get nitrogen into the tire in the first place.  

When a tech mounts a tire on a wheel, what’s inside the 

tire?  Air.  How do you get the air out so you can put 

nitrogen in?  You could suck it out but that would 

destroy the tire.  The only way to do it is to add nitrogen 

to the tire until it reaches its maximum rated pressure.  

The result will be a mixture of around 85% nitrogen and 

14% oxygen.  You then let that mixture out of the tire.  

Fill it again with nitrogen.  Now the gas in the tire is up 

around 90% nitrogen.  As they say in the shampoo 

industry, “rinse and repeat.”  After you repeat this  

process 3 or 4 times you’ll get up to about 93% - 95% 

nitrogen in the tire.  You’ll never get all the way to 

100%.  Do you think that tire shops are going to go 

through all that for every tire they mount?   

What happens when the pressure in a tire drops and 

it needs filling?  Where do you get high pressure 

nitrogen?  The point I’m making is that getting nitrogen 

into your tires and keeping it there is a challenge. 

 

Some of you will ask, “So why do trucks, airplanes, 

race cars and the space shuttle use nitrogen in their tires?  

Remember I mentioned John Dalton and his gas laws?  

Dalton’s laws tell us about the relationship between the 

pressure, volume and temperature of gasses.  So when 

you change any of those factors, the results will change 

as well.  For example, temperature and pressure 

conditions found in the tires of large aircraft are 

significantly different than a car tire.  In those extreme 

conditions nitrogen fills make more sense. 

 

So are there benefits to filling our tires with 

nitrogen?  Probably, yes.  Can I get the same benefits 

from frequently checking my tire pressure and only 

filling with compressed air from a compressor with a 

storage tank?  Absolutely, yes. 

Thanks for reading.  I always welcome suggestions 

for future articles.  You can write me at 

billelwell@hotmail.com.   

          
 

Commemorating 50 Years of the Porsche 911 
Presented by Sunset Porsche 

A Porsche Club of America Oregon Region, Zone 6 Event 
Join us for the largest gathering of Porsche 911’s in the Great Pacific Northwest 

September 6th, 7th and 8th, 2013 

 
Info: Visit http://www.oregonpca.org/ 
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The Synergy of Performance Modifications  

by Pete Bonfrisco 

Synergy is the interaction of numerous elements in a system to produce an effect 

greater than the sum of their individual effects or abilities.  Each solitary modification 

performed on my Boxster S not only met, but exceeded my expectations.  Looking 

back at each individual improvement it is clear that the sum total of all the 

modifications far exceeded the sum of its parts, “Synergy”.   

        The Proven Design 

There is no debate about the performance potential of a mid-engine layout.  The mid-

engine layout is chosen by every supercar manufacturer in the world for a reason.  The engine weight is more evenly 

carried by all the wheels, which results in improved vehicle stability, traction, braking, and acceleration.  In theory, and 

practice, for maximum performance the engine should be placed as close to the center of the vehicle as possible, which 

will reduce the vehicle's polar moment of inertia and make it easier to change direction. Many experts have suggested 

that Porsche has purposely underpowered the superior mid-engine layout of the Boxster/Cayman in fear of overshadowing 

the rear-engine design of the iconic 911.  I don’t know if that statement is true or not, but I do know that the 3.4 liter 

engine Porsche offers in the 987 S has the least horse power (hp) per liter of any Porsche engine, and thus more room to 

“improve”.  I conclude that with some smart modification decisions I can get a lot of Bang-for-the-Buck?   

                       Those Who Came Before Me  

 My primary goal throughout the build is to increase hp/torque (tq), to obtain a power-to-weight ratio similar to the 

2011 GT3, exploit the handling capabilities of the mid-engine layout, and maintain factory reliability all while retaining 

the ability to return to stock.  Before I made any decisions, purchased an aftermarket part, or even put a wrench to work, I 

investigated and researched individual modifications and packages of proven performance setups established to work 

together.  The final results are clear and incorporated by most if not all aftermarket Porsche performance companies and 

shops to one degree or another.  There is debate on the manufacture of individual parts, their quality, reliability, cost, and 

performance expectations as each modification will require you to give its due consideration before making a decision.  

However, the one common consensus throughout forums, performance shops and tuners is exceeding 370 hp
*
 without 

forced induction is unlikely.  For example, Evolution Motorsports (EVOMSit) is one of the leaders in Porsche 

performance and claims 350 hp
*
 for a 3.4 DFI engine with the following modifications:  Exhaust, High Flow Filter, and 

ECU Tune.  When I asked about adding the IPD Completion Plenum and GT3 throttle body into the mix, EVOMS the 

stated maybe 10 more hp. 

The GT3 Bench Mark and Reigning Champion  

The Porsche 911 GT3 was first introduced in 1999.  Porsche’s engineers developed GT3 with race-winning performance 

in mind, a stronger, lighter, faster street legal sports car, all with the race proven “Porsche pedigree”.  In 2004 the (996) 

GT3 was offered to American customers and proclaimed some very respectable performance figures, 380 hp, 0-60 mph in 

4.5 seconds, a quarter mile time of 12.7 seconds at 113 mph, and a skidpad posting of 1.03g.  In February 2006 the (997) 

GT3 was unveiled as the latest race proven, street-legal sports car and by 2011 the GT3 was boasting 435 hp, 0-60 mph in 

4.0 seconds, a quarter mile time of 12.0 seconds at 118 mph, and skidpad posting of 1.08g.       

     The Challenger 

The Porsche 986 Boxster was first introduced in 1997.  The name Boxster came from two words 1) the “boxer” 

engine, which is another name for the horizontally opposed engine, and 2) the “roadster”,  which was initially developed 

in response to BMW’s Z3 and Mercedes SLK.  In 1997 Boxster came with a 2.7 liter engine producing 201 hp, 0-60 mph 

in 6.7 seconds and a top speed of 149 mph.  In 2000 the Boxster S was introduced as an optional package that gave the                 

customer a 3.2 liter, 250 hp engine.  By 2004 the Boxster S was fast becoming an internationally recognized sports car 

with 258 hp, 0-60 mph in 5.6 seconds, a quarter mile time of 14.2 seconds at 102 mph, and skidpad posting of 0.94g and            

in 2006 Porsche introduced the hardtop version, the Cayman. In 2009 the Boxster/Cayman S came with a 3.4 liter Direct 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Moment_of_inertia


Fuel Injection (DFI) engine and had received numerous international awards including:  Car & Driver- ten best list eleven 

times, Excellence- rated the Boxster “one of the top ten Porsches of all time”, and Auto Car- crowned the Boxster “Best 

Roadster in the World” and the list goes on... In 2011 Porsche introduces a track version of the mid-engine platform, the 

Cayman R.  The Cayman R option came with lighter components, sport tuned suspension and a 330 hp DFI engine, 

bringing the Porsche mid-engine platform in striking distance of the undisputed heavy weight champion GT3, Car & 

Driver.  But in order to take out the GT3 the mid-engine Porsche will have to do better than 330 hp, 0-60 mph in 4.4 

seconds, a quarter mile time of 12.4 seconds at 112 mph, and skidpad posting of 1.07g.  Clearly a stock Cayman R cannot 

deliver a knockout blow to the GT3, so what would it take? 

          Modified 

A 2011 Cayman R fitted with the IPD competition plenum and GT3 throttle body posted 355 hp
*
.  Is this what I 

could expect with a less aggressive ECU tune, Borla exhaust, and the IPD competition plenum and GT3 throttle body?  

Yes!  Alex at MaxRPM put my car on the Dyno, and pulled the same hp/tq numbers as the Cayman R.  As an engineer I 

can’t help but to think to myself “everything is going as expected”.  One last thing before I can say the engine is 

completed, the ECU tune.  My expectations are based on what others have done, with one caveat, not as much is 

documented for the DFI engine.  Remember, EVOMSit stated “maybe 10 more hp with their ECU tune” and many 

suggest exceeding 370 hp
*
 without forced induction is unlikely. The expectation is 360-370 hp

*
 after the ECU tune, which 

I communicated to Alex.  Before I was able to make a commitment I asked Alex how long he needed the car because I 

was on my way to Japan for a month and may need to schedule the tune when I get back.  No worries Alex says, bring it 

by on Friday and we will down load the file, you should be home by the end of the day.  I didn’t take the car home on 

Friday or Saturday, in fact I left the car with Alex for the month of January while I was in Japan.  Apparently a cookie 

cutter tune would not do and after many Dyno runs and data file transfers Alex custom tuned my car to….drum roll 

please…. 390 hp
*
, which far exceeds my expectations, but is it enough to dethrone the GT3?   

Certainly, the stock suspension of a Boxster S cannot out handle a GT3, although close, Car & Driver.  Handling 

is a complex subject that is not so easily defined, but there are some constants like lowering the center of mass and 

preventing body roll.  A good set of adjustable coilovers will do both, which results in more precise cornering and 

feedback.  After we installed H&R coilovers, my modified Boxster S is 30 mm lower than the Cayman R, has 

significantly less body roll, increased feedback, and is much more responsive.  Overall the handling is drastically 

improved and inspires an incredible amount of confidence while allowing me to feel totally connected.    

               Results 

The car is a beast!  The car has progressed from quick, to fast, to scary fast!  For example, I turn on to an on-ramp 

in 2
nd

 gear, and after a safety check, I go full throttle, while keeping a close eye on the tachometer, I rapidly shift to 3
rd

 at 

~7200 RPM and drop the clutch.  I immediately hear and feel the rear tires loose traction as the car rotates counter 

clockwise then back to twelve o’clock.  The loss of traction and rotation takes me by surprise as I piss myself, get things 

under control, and my Boxster S is replaced with “Spyder RS”. The below table compares and summarizes several 

performance specifications for a stock 2011 GT3, 2010 Spyder RS, and a modified Cayman R. 

Table 1 Performance Comparison:  GT3, Spyder RS, and Cayman R 

Model Hp/ton 0-60 mph in s ¼ mile @ mph 

2011 GT3 282 hp/ton 4.0 s 12.0 s @ 118 mph 

2010 Spyder RS 278 hp/ton 4.1 s 12.0 s @ 117 mph 

2011 Cayman R 264 hp/ton 4.1 s 12.0 s @ 115 mph 

The Spyder RS and Cayman R are for the most part identical, (i.e., less restrictive exhaust as I have Borla, GT3 

TB, IPD Competition Plenum, and High flow air filter) excluding suspension, FVD GT steering wheel, and short shifter.  

Comparing the Spyder RS and the Cayman R with similar hardware modifications the performance specifications are 

identical.  How then have I been able to exceed the power-to-weight ratio of a tuned Cayman R?  The experts state that 

exceeding 370 hp
*
 without forced induction is unlikely and EVOMSit stated “maybe 10 more HP with their ECU tune”.  

Not true, the difference is clear.  My tune is customized by Alex and the MaxRPM motorsports team.  The credit belongs 

to Alex and MaxRPM motorsports.  Alex and the MaxRPM team have constantly impressed me with their technical 

ability, professionalism, and dedication to performance.  My Spyder RS is Synergized!  



  Pictures from the Spring Board Meeting in Sequim 
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Bigger than ever, the March 23
rd

 Board Meeting at the 7 Cedars Steakhouse in Sequim was a challenge as the turnout 

exceeded expectations. We had 38 members for the event, which usually receives 25 or so attendees. The staff was on the 

ball and kept track of us, even when we had to shift seating to get everyone around a table as new members joined the 

party. I would like to thank everyone for coming out and helping to make it a unique evening. I hope you had fun and met 

somebody new. The next ‘North’ Peninsula Board Meeting is scheduled prior to the Porsches on the Pier in July and I 

hope to see everyone there.  

 

 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Other Zone 6, National PCA and Local Events 2013 

4/24 – 7-9P -PNWR Drivers Ed. Ground School – at Mercer Is. Community Center. Must be completed by all first time 

Drivers Ed attendees. See www.pnwr.org  for details and to register. 

 4/27-28 – SOVREN Spring Sprints - at acific Raceways in Kent. More info.: http://www.sovren.org/events/spring/  

 5/3 – PNWR Drivers Ed – at the Ridge Motorsports Park in Shelton. More info.: www.pnwr.org/Track/Driver_Ed .  

5/23-26 - Vancouver Island Black Rock Event – Registration is now sold out for this awesome Memorial Day weekend 

long event. A waiting list has been started. If attending, please notify Maryann Elwell at (253)853-4003 or  e-mail 

maelwell@centurytel.net, so she can send you information about the group drive there, as we get closer.  

5/24 – PNWR Drivers Ed. – at Pacific Raceways in Kent. More info.: www.pnwr.org/Track/Driver_Ed .  

5/25 – PNWR – Bremerton Motorsports Park 8A-4P Autocross is a closed-course, timed, solo driving event. Each driver 

gets four runs and the best times of the day are compared per class. Drivers compete through-out the season. 

http://www.pnwr.org/calendar07 

6/19 – PNWR  Ground School is required for all drivers who have not participated previously in a PNWR DE event. It is 

held from 7 to 9 p.m. in the evening during the week prior to the DE event ... http://www.pnwr.org/calendar07 
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. From simple flavors to complex combinations... food is one of life's great 

 pleasures...and so is driving a Porsche by Pete Fischer 
 

 On Saturday April 20th our Social Dinner hosted by Debbie Raphael...turned into a two tiered evening. First, Pete 

and Amy Bonfrisco opened up their nearby home for an Italian themed "Happy Hour".  Chefs Luigi and Amy created an 

organic antipasto and olive platter, garlic infused bread and of course fresh baked pizza.  Italian vino was poured a few 

times :-) 

  

                            

 About an hour later we all drove in line to Cosmo's Ristorante and Deli in Port Orchard. Cosmo's is so much more 

than a deli. Sure, you can get freshly made pasta salads, marinated artichokes and Sicilian olives, sandwiches to die for 

and tantalizing desserts. You can also get over 20 cheeses and 10 different meats sliced while you wait . You can also get 

hand-made meals from our freezer case to take home to your own oven as well as delectable bread dippers, tart caper 

berries, gluten-free bread and pasta, hot curry paste, a gutsy red wine, a crisp Italian white table wine, or a rapture-

inducing dark chocolate dessert sauce by Scharffenberger. Yeah…… Really. 

 But we decided to have a sit down dinner....so 19 of us were seated at one long table. Needless to say most of us 

oredered Italian inspired dishes, which came to us piping hot and simply delicious. Fortunately "doggie bags" were 

provided upon request. 

 

       18 

 



   OLYMPIC PENINSULA REGION-PORSCHE CLUB OF AMERICA 

Meeting Minutes March 23, 2013  

 

President Jon Wyman called the meeting to order at 7:04 p.m. at Double Eagle Steak and Seafood, Sequim, WA.      

 

Board Members Present: President: Jon Wyman, Vice President:  Brooks Hanford, Past President: Brian Forde, 

Secretary:  Linda Wyman, Member at Large:  John James, Treasurer:  Maryann Elwell  

 

Members Present: Brett Burroughs, Fred Skidgell, Jan Putnam, Pete Fischer, Neil Green, Pete & Amy Bonfrisco, Cecil 

White, Fred & Christy Mitchell, Josh & Toni Crabtree, Barbara & Brooks Hanford, Kevin Strikov, Judy Berriam, Darwin 

& Carol Gearey, Lori Schneider, Chuck Le Ber, Patty & David Meyers, Sue & Dan Kalinski, John James, Robert Bernado 

 

The meeting minutes from 13 Feb. 2013, were presented for review by Jon Wyman.  An amendment was made to the 

February 2013 minutes by Brooks Hanford:  Barbara Hanford was in attendance the February 13
th
, meeting at the 

Wigwam Pub in Gorst.  A motion was made to approve the minutes by Neil Green.  A second to the motion was made by 

John James. 

BOARD MEMBER AND CHAIR REPORTS  

President:   Jon Wyman: Discussed his experience at the Zone 7 Presidents’ meeting in Bend, Oregon, the weekend of 

March 4
th
.   

Vice President:  Brooks Hanford:  working on streamlining insurance procedures. 

Secretary:  Linda Wyman: nothing to report.    

Treasurer: Maryann Elwell:  Beginning balance:  $8157.20, Ending balance:  $8,708.30 

Membership:  Kip Sparber:  not present   

Past President Brian Forde:  nothing to report 

Advertising Chair:  Pete Bonfrisco. Discussed new advertising clients.  Updated the club on businesses he has as potential 

ad customers.  Discussed May 4 event with Roger Jobs to include raffle, tech session, engine IMS bearing review.  

Lunch will be offered.    

Newsletter Editor: Brian Forde:  Has received more advertising content recently.   Requested personal Porsche stories 

from members.  April 15
th
 is the deadline. 

Website:  PCA national (our website was submitted).   

Social Chair: Pete Fischer: Upcoming events were discussed.  Maryann commented on the BBQ lunch at MAX RPM May 

18
th
 after the Armed Forces Day Parade in Bremeton, requesting the club pay for food for parade participants and a $10 

charge for those attending the BBQ how did not attend the parade.  This request was voted in by unanimous club 

approval.   

MEMBER at large:  John James.  Discussed LeMay Museum event for the club on April 27
th
.   

Technical/Speed: Alex Raphael: not present 

Goodie Store:  Neil Green: A goodie store price list was presented to the members for review.  Contest for PCA Zone logo 

– our club is submitting two applications.   
 

OLD BUSINESS:  Sunday tour once a month hosted by Brian Forde to meet at an area McDonalds. 

 

NEW BUSINESS: Brett Burroughs– Discussed the Sovern Racing Organization.  Porsche 911 is the marquis for the 5-7 

July event in Kent, WA .  The cut of for registration is June 10, with a limit of 20 participants each day.   

 

Meeting adjourned at 7:38 p.m. with a motion made by Brian Forde, which was seconded by John James.    

Linda Wyman, Secretary 

 

NEXT BOARD MEETING WILL BE Wednesday, April 10
th
 @  6:30 p.m. with 7:00 p.m. meeting at the Bremerton 

Airport Dinner.   

19 



 

OLYMPIC PENINSULA REGION-PORSCHE CLUB OF AMERICA 

Meeting Minutes April 10, 2013  

 

President Jon Wyman called the meeting to order at 6:52 p.m. at The Airport Diner in Bremerton, WA.      

 

Board Members Present: President: Jon Wyman, Vice President:  Brooks Hanford, Secretary:  Linda Wyman, Member 

at Large:  John James, Treasurer:  Maryann Elwell 

 

Members Present: Brett Burroughs, Alex & Debbie Raphael, Kip Sparber, Anna Hoey, Bob Becken, Maryann Elwell, 

Don & Sue Knievel. Pete Fischer, Susan Smith, Neil Green, Pete & Amy Bonfrisco, John James, Dave Ferguson 

Meeting minutes from 23MAR13 was presented by Jon Wyman. A motion was made to approve the minutes by Maryann 

Elwell.  Neil Green made a second to the motion. 

 

BOARD MEMBER AND CHAIR REPORTS  

President:   Jon Wyman: Nothing to report  

Vice President:  Brooks Hanford:  Insurance work is up to date through June 2013 events. 

Secretary:  Linda Wyman: nothing to report.    

Treasurer: Maryann Elwell:  Beginning balance:  $8328.55, Ending balance:  $8,284.15. A motion to accept the 

treasurer’s report was made by John James – Neil Green made a second to the motion.  

Membership:  Kip Sparber:  The club has a total of 264 members:  147 primary members, 117 affiliate members.  

Past President Brian Forde:  not present 

Advertising Chair:  Pete Bonfrisco: The new 2014 Cayman will be on display at the May 4
th
 Roger Jobs club event.   Pete 

will be contacting Larson Porsche in Tacoma to request tickets for 2014 Porsche Cayman and GT3 event.  Pete 

volunteered to go meet with Larson Porsche to review the build sheet for the Carrera 4S, and subsequently compose 

an article for our newsletter.  

Newsletter Editor: Brian Forde: not present.  Deadline April 15
th
 for next newsletter. 

Website:  Brian Forde: not present - The club website was submitted for the PCA contest.     

Social Chair: Pete Fischer: Upcoming events were discussed.  

MEMBER at large:  John James.  Update on the April 27
th
, LeMay Museum outing,  

Technical/Speed: Alex Raphael: nothing to report.   

Goodie Store:  Neil Green: New items for purchase were on display for member review.   
 

OLD BUSINESS: Debbie Raphael:  Expressed concerns for possible reinstatement of suspended members Gloria & 

Keith Mellon: how will the club handle their request if they reapply for membership?  On another matter, Board Member 

Brooks Hanford suggested that the board meet on a more frequent basis.   

 

NEW BUSINESS: Brett Burroughs is arranging a club tour for June 2013; the date was set for Saturday, June 15
th
.  

Maryann discussed venue options for the holiday party.  The club voted, and the Manresa Castle in Port Townsend was 

chosen as the site of the clubs’ holiday 2013 party.  Porsches on the Pier to be the clubs’ charity fundraiser for 2013.  The 

topic of adding additional color pages for the club newsletter was brought to the club for approval.  A motion was made 

by Maryann to accept.  Neil Green made a second to the motion.   

Meeting adjourned at 8:03 p.m. with a motion made by John James.  Susan Smith made a second to the motion.    

 

Respectfully submitted by: 

Linda Wyman, Secretary 

 

NEXT BOARD MEETING WILL BE Wednesday, May 8th @ 6:00P– at the Wigwam Pub in Gorst, WA. 
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       Auto Platz (Classifieds) 

FOR SALE: 1994 Porsche "Limited Edition" Speedster. Rare Speed Yellow, 5-spd, blk leather w/yellow trim,  

facade and interior accessories. Loaded w/air, pwr windows, seats,etc. 43,987 mi. garaged, no track,  

smoke or snow.  A beautiful car and a great ride!  $63,000. Contact Russ Stubbings at (303) 885-6936 (Cell) or  

russstubs@aol.com.  Pictures available.  Car is located in Gig Harbor. 

          

            
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

 FOR SALE:  Contact Info:  Pete at pete.spyder.rs@gmail.com  

1. Porsche Steering Wheel with AirBag -  $600 or any reasonable offer. 

2. 2009-2012 Porsche Boxster S/Cayman S stock Exhaust with ~5000 miles - $600 or any reasonable offer 

3. 2009-2012 Porsche Boxster S/Cayman S Borla Exhaust - $800 or any reasonable offer  

 

 
 

FOR SALE: 2000 Arena Red with full leather Savanna Beige interior; only 22,400 miles; Tiptronic and very 

heavily optioned (MSRP was $106,000): $30,000 Contact Ralph at 206-780-8338 or ralphspil@aol.com.   

      

                      
             To submit an ad for the Auto Platz, please send information to OPR-BRIAN@LIVE.COM.  
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             Have a caption? Send to OPR-BRIAN@LIVE.COM 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Trivia Question:  
If you ordered a new 356 Coupe in 1952, 

about how much did it cost? And what could 

it be worth today? 

Answer to Previous Question:  

In October 1965’s Road & Track; Porsche 

advertised that their new 911 coupe could 

reach 130 mph. What was the top speed that 

they advertised for the new lower priced 4-

cylinder 912 coupe?  115 mph 

 

. 

 

"Have you ever seen a twenty dollar bill all 

crumpled up?" asked the wife.      

 "No," I said. 

She gave me a sexy little smile, slowly reached 

into her cleavage and pulled out a crumpled 

twenty dollar bill. 

"Have you ever seen a fifty dollar bill all 

crumpled up?" she asked.  

 "No," I said. 

She gave me another sexy little smile, 

seductively reached into the band of her pants 

and pulled out a crumpled fifty dollar bill. 

"Now," she said, "Have you ever seen $30,000 

dollars all crumpled up?"   

 "No," I said, intrigued. 

"Well, go and take a quick look in the garage. 

Contributed by Cary Schwaneke 

Ouch! Thanks - Editor  

From the Editor …… 

 The Panorama that you receive each month from PCA is 

not going to be the same. Your future Pano will be physically 

larger and as the content evolves, it will become an altogether 

different style publication that may become known as the post - 

Betty Jo Era Pano (If you serve as Editor for 43 years, you should 

receive an era).  

 

 Your OPR Nor’Wester will be changing as well, but not 

for the same reasons. With the increase in participation from our 

membership, the Nor’Wester will be growing. Our social Chair Pete 

Fischer is working hard to not only get people involved, but also to 

put better information in the hands of the membership. Better 

organization and information is the point of his requesting that 

members sign up to be in his data base. Please do so by contacting 

Pete directly at Specyoulater@hotmail.com as soon as you can. 

 

 Our new Advertising Chair Pete Bonfrisco has been 

bringing new advertisers on board as well as contributing to 

through the articles covering the upgrades on his Boxster “Spyder 

RS” (See page 14). I look forward to Jim Eagan’s coverage of his 

work done on his vintage SWB 911S. 

 

 As a result, your OPR board is expanding the Nor’Wester 

in an effort to keep pace. Look for more pages and more color. For 

me as the editor this is great news as I can deliver to you more 

information and content covering region activities and events as 

well as content outside of our norm to keep this publication fresh, 

relevant and interesting. You can help as well by contributing 

pictures, articles, ideas and comments at Opr-brian@live.com. 

Hope to hear from you soon. 

 

Brian Forde - Editor 
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Olympic Peninsula Region/Porsche Club of America 

P.O. Box 3572   

Silverdale, WA 98383 

                                                            

 

 

 

 

 


