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PCA Olympic Peninsula Region 2013 Event Calendar 

Event/Social Chair: Pete Fischer e-mail: specyoulater@hotmail.com or (360) 275-8811 

 

January 2013 
9

th
 – 6:30P/7P – Dinner/Member & Board Meeting  

25
th

 – 7P Dinner at Massimo Italian Bar and Grill  
 

February 2013 
13

th
 – 5P/6P – Member & Board Meeting/Dinner  

15
th

 – March/April Nor’Wester Deadline 

16
th

 – 9A – Tour & Griot’s Garage Tech Session  

23
rd

 – 7P – Movie Night at Brownsville Yacht Club 
 

March 2013 
10

th
 – 2P – 9

th
 Annual Chili Cookoff at Elwell’s in Gig 

Harbor 

12
th

 – Porsche Parade 2013 Registration Opens 

16
th

 – Tour to St Patrick’s Day Beer Pairings Dinner 

at Alderbrook Resort 

23
rd

 – 5:00P – Dinner/Member & Board Meeting at 7 

Cedars Restaurant in Sequim                      

24
th

- 7:30A - Sunday Drive Kitsap Way McDonald’s, 

Bremerton 

 

April 2013 
10

th
 – 6:30P/7:00P  Dinner/Member & Board Meeting 

15
th

 – May/June Nor’Wester Deadline 

21
st
 – 7:30A – Sunday Drive McDonald’s, Belfair 

27
th

 – LeMay - America’s Car Museum Tour  

 

May 2013 
5

th
- 7:30 A- Sunday Drive McDonald’s, Sequim 

8
th

 – 6:30P/7:00P – Dinner/Member & Board Meeting 

18
th

 – 8A – Armed Forces Day Parade/Lunch at 

MAXRPM 

25
th

 – 27
th

 – Weekend Tour to Oregon Coast – Kevin 

Strilcov & Judy Berrian. 

 

June 2013 
12

th
 – 6:30P/7:00P  Dinner/Member & Board Meeting 

15
th

 – July/August Nor’Wester Deadline 

TBD – Tour to Sully’s in Suquamish for Lunch/Formula 

1 Race Viewing – Brett Burroughs/Alex Raphael 

21
st
  – 7P Dinner at Cosmos in Port Orchard – Debbie 

Raphael 

25
th 

– 7:30A –Sunday Drive Mile Hill McDonald’s, Port 

Orchard 

 

 

July 2013 

5
th

-7
th

 – 9A – SOVREN Pacific NW Historics Races & 

Sat. Car Corral 

21
st
 – 7:30 A - Sunday Drive McDonald’s, Poulsbo 

23
rd

 – 29
th

 – Porsche Parade 2013  Traverse City, MI 

27
th

 – Overnight in Port Angeles –Olympic Lodge 

27
th

 – 6P – Dinner/Member & Board Meeting in Port 

Angeles – Darwin Geary 

28
th

 – Porsches on the Pier - Cecil White 

 

August 2013 
11

th
 – 7:30 A – Sunday Drive McDonald’s, Gig Harbor 

14
th

 – 6:30P/7:00P – Dinner/Member & Board Meeting 

15
th

 – September/October Nor’Wester Deadline 

TBD – Rally/Lunch – Bill/Maryann Elwell 

 

September 2013 
7

th
  – 9A – Bremerton Blackberry Festival Car Show 

11
th

 – 6:30P/7:00P  Dinner/Member & Board Meeting 

21
st
  – 10A – Brownsville Appreciation Day Car Show  

22
nd

 – 7:30 A – Sunday Drive McDonald’s, Port 

Townsend 

 

October 2013 
12

th
 – 6:30P/7:00P Dinner/Member & Board Meeting 

at 7 Cedar’s Double Eagle Restaurant in Sequim 

12
th

 – 2013 Board/Chair Nominations Due 

15
th

 – November/December Nor’Wester Deadline 

TBD (Sunday) – Tour w/ Dinner at Bay Street Bistro - 

Pete Fischer 

31
st 

– Holiday Party Payment Due 

November 2013 
8

th
  – 7P Dinner in Poulsbo – Debbie Raphael 

13
th

 – 6:30P/7:00P Dinner/Annual Membership 

Meeting at Bremerton Airport Diner on Hwy 3 

27th – 6:30P/7:00P – Dinner/2014 Calendar Planning 

Meeting at Bremerton Airport Diner on Hwy 3 

30
th

  – 2013 Election Ballots Due 

 

December 2013 
1st – Silent Auction Donation Responses Due 

7
th

 – 6:00P/7:00P – Cocktail Hour/Holiday Party  

      15
th

 – January/February Nor’Wester Deadline 
 

mailto:specyoulater@hotmail.com
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I would 

like to 

extend a 

special 

Thank 

You to 

all of 

those 

OPR 

member

s who 

contribu

ted 

pictures 

and 

articles 

for this 

year’s 

newslett
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The Black 997 of Janice 

Putnam at Griot’s Garage 

during the OPR Technical 

Session in February. 
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 From the President – Jon Wyman 
 

 Spring is in the air, and, for those who have placed their cars in semi-hibernation, now is the time to start thinking 

about detailing your car for spring and heading out on your favorite back road.  There are so many great roads on the 

Kitsap, Olympic, and Key Peninsulas, not to mention other gems in the other parts of the Pacific Northwest.  Why not 

share your favorite route with your fellow club members and plan an event during the upcoming driving season?  There 

are some great events planned in the coming months as well, including a tour to the Oregon Coast.  I am encouraged that 

we have new members who are coming to our events as 2013 begins.   We also have seen members that we haven’t seen 

for some time and we are glad that they have taken the time to participate.  

 

 January was a busy month for your board.  We had our regular board meeting that was well attended.  In fact, it 

was so well attended that we did not complete all of the items on our agenda, so, we had another special meeting in late 

January.  The primary purpose of that meeting was to consider whether our region wanted to submit a bid for a national 

PCA event called Escape in 2015.  The board voted unanimously to proceed, and the minutes of both January board 

meetings are included in this publication.  As the March board meeting will be held in Sequim, I will give a presentation 

at the April board meeting that will provide details as to what is involved with putting on an event like Escape.  If you are 

interested please be sure to attend! 

 

 This past month we had our February board meeting at the WigWam in Port Orchard.  This was a fun venue and 

some of the best barbecue one could find.  I was encouraged to see that we had 18 people attend.  Neil Green, our new 

goodie store chairman, has some innovative ideas for new items in the goodie store.  The board authorized him to stock 

more items for immediate sale.  John James, our member-at-large, is planning an event this year at the Lemay Museum.  

In February we had a fun tour/tech session first at Larson Porsche, and at Griot’s Garage in Tacoma.  Both organizations 

were very hospitable towards our club and we appreciated the opportunity to visit both companies. 

 

Happy Porsche driving and we look forward to seeing you at an event! 
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          Our First Social Dinner of the Year - by Pete Fischer 
 The first social dinner was a rousing success. Thirty people attended the dinner January 25th at Massimo's Italian Grill in 

Purdy. Three new members were in attendance, Don and Sue Kneivel of Gig Harbor and Jan Putman of Port Orchard... and each were 

given a " Welcoming" Club Logo Glass. 

 The raffle was a spectacular success with the huge Porsche Calender going to Don Kneivel, the gift certificate from 

Massimo's went to Adrianne Loser and the cash jackpot went to yours truly. That stroke of luck was too close to home, so I decided to 

redistribute the cash via drawings to three lucky members. The food, drinks and service was excellent. Everyone agreed that a good 

time was had by all. 
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 RSvP - Ready Sett Participate by Pete Fischer, Social/Event Chair 

 Of the approximately 150 members only 41 have currently opted into the system...either by clicking on "join our 

mailing list" (located on the bottom of the right hand blue column of the email piece)  and then filling in your email 

address on the form. Or by me asking you to sign a "opt in" form at one the recent events. 

 OK, but you say, I am receiving the marketing emails! Yes you are but that's because I just send a copy to 

Maryann and then she has to forward the email to the 109 members who have not opted in. So 41 are receiving it directly 

through the Constant Contact server and the rest through the extra layer of work done by Maryann. So on the next 

marketing piece that you receive via Maryann... please opt in thru the "join our mailing list" button. Here is an update on 

how the club has accepted the OPR email marketing RSvP system powered by http://www.constantcontact.com. 

 The current participation point leaders....from the time period Dec. 7, 2012 thru February 24, 2013 are: for the 

women - Debbie Raphael 10, Barb Hanford 8 and Jan Putman 6. On the men's side the leaders are Bill Elwell 32, Alex 

Raphael 12 and Brooks Hanford 10.  

 

    March 2013 
10

th
 – 2:00P – 8

th
 Annual Chili Cookoff – Bill & Maryann Elwell will host at their home in Gig Harbor.  RSVP by 

3/6/13 to maelwell@centurytel.net or via phone (253) 853-4003 and mention if you are making chili, corn 

bread, or dessert, so we can coordinate. 

16
th

      2:30 Tour (weather permitting) 4P Hotel Check-in 6:30P Dinner – Tour/St. Patty’s Beer Pairings 

Dinner at Alderbrook Resort – Pete is planning an exhilarating tour out to the Alderbook Resort.  Beer 

Parings dinner cost is $89/person, see menu at http://alderbrookresort.com/pdf/menus/MnJBeerDinner.pdf/  on 

the Hood Canal hosted by http://www.macandjacks.com.  The menu is a 7 course “gourmet tasting menu” with 

beer for each course...Pete has been to the past four Brewmasters Dinner's at Alderbrook and they were first 

class.. Make hotel reservation at the Alderbrook Resort via https://aldiplomat.alderbrookresort.com/Trip-

Planner/Lodging or (360) 898-2145 or contact Pete for alternative lodging in the area.  RSVP by 3/5/13 to Pete 

Fischer at specyoulater@hotmail.com or call (360) 275-8811. 

23
rd

 – 5:00P – Member & Board Meeting/Dinner at 7 Cedar’s Double Eagle Steak & Seafood restaurant in Sequim.  

Located at 1965 Woodcock Rd., Sequim, WA 98382, just west of downtown Sequim (not located at the 

casino).  RSVP for dinner to Pete Fischer by 3/18/13 at specyoulater@hotmail.com or call (360) 275-8811. 

24
th

 – 7:30A Sunday Drive – Brian Forde is heading up a drive ending someplace for breakfast.  Meet at the 

McDonalds on Kitsap Way in Bremerton at 7:30A.      

 

April 2013 

10
th

 – 6:00P/7:00P Dinner/Member & Board Meeting - At the Airport Diner located at 8830 Highway 3 SW 

(Bremerton National Airport). 

15
th

 – May-June Nor’Wester Deadline – Please get ads, articles and photos to opr-brian@live.com. 

20
th

 – 7P Social Dinner at Comos 1821 SE Lund Ave  Port Orchard, WA 98366 RSvP to Debbie Raphael 360 373 

6758 or draphael@copiersnw.com 

21st
  – 7:30A Sunday Drive – Brian Forde is heading up a drive ending someplace for breakfast.  Meet at the 

McDonalds in Belfair. 

27
th

 -   10 A  LeMay America’s Car Museum Tour -We will meet up at McDonald's off Olympic Dr. in Gig Harbor 

around 9:15 ( come earlier if you are hungry!), departing at 9:30 for the Museum. Parking will be reserved for 

OPR members and we will be treated to tours through one of the finest automotive museums. In addition to the 

400 vehicles, there are slot car races, racing simulators, and a gift shop! Lunch will be served in either the 

Museum's cafeteria or the Top Auto Club. For further info contact John James at jcjcarrera@comcast.net. 
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 MAY 2013  
5th – 7:30A Sunday Drive – Brian Forde is heading up a drive ending someplace for breakfast. Meet at the       

McDonalds in Sequim. 

8th – 6:00P/7:00P Dinner/Member & Board Meeting - At the Airport Diner located at 8830 Highway 3 SW   

   (Bremerton National Airport).  

18th – 8:00A – 65th Bremerton Armed Forces Day Parade/BBQ Lunch - Meet at MAXRPM, at 8:00A for     

  coffee & donuts, so we can line up at 8:30A for the parade start at 10A. RSvP to Alex Raphael at    

  (360) 373-6758 or e-mail: alex@maxrpmmotorsports.com  by 5/12/13 if you plan to participate in the  

  parade and indicate how many will be joining us for an OPR-sponsored BBQ lunch afterwards back at  

  MAXRPM. If you don’t participate in the parade, you can join us for the BBQ lunch for $10/person, but   

  be sure to RSvP for lunch only.  

31st -June 2nd – Weekend Tour to Oregon Coast – This will be our Multi-Region PCA event as a weekend getaway to 

the Oregon Coast. More detail to follow. Per car event fee of TBD must be paid by 4/15/13 to OPR-PCA and mailed to 

P.O. Box 3572, Silverdale, WA 98383-3572. RSvP to Kevin Strilcov & Judy Berrian by 5/10/13, so they can make our 

restaurant reservations, at strilberri@comcast.net  or (360) 866-2151.  
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Visit OPR-PCA.ORG for Event Information 
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       Tech Session Feb 16, 2013 - by Maryann Elwell 
 

 Although the day started out with clouds and a little drizzle, by the end of the day the sun was shining bright.  

Despite some gusty winds on the drive back across the Tacoma Narrows bridge, we enjoyed a beautiful day for our tech 

session.  We had about 18 cars and 25 people attend our first Tech Session for the year. The majority of the group met up 

at the McDonalds in Gig Harbor, where Alex Raphael generously presented each car’s driver with a $25 MAXRPM gift 

certificate and mini Griot’s Speed Shine.  Perfect for keeping handy in the glove box for last minute touchups when 

showing off your Porsche.  You can never have too many of them.  I know, I’ve got 5 now!  Around 8:30 the group 

headed out on our way to our first stop.  Luckily Bill, our tour leader, kept the group under the speed limit, so that the 

State Trooper we encountered passed all of us rather than pulling anyone over.  Everyone safely made it to the new 

Larson’s Porsche facility in Fife. 

  
 Several additional members joined us as we were grabbing some coffee and donuts at Larson’s and checking out 

the latest cars on the showroom floor.  After a warm welcome and brief introduction of the Larson department heads, we 

heard about several new Porsche projects in the works and anticipated unveilings that Larson’s will be having in the 

spring.  As we get more details we’ll be sure to pass them along to everyone.  Then it was into the shop to see the latest 

technology and project cars up on the lifts.    

  
 A number of us took turns sitting in the cars on hand and talking with the new and friendly Larson staff on hand.  

I have to say, the folks we met at Larson’s seemed like a truly wonderful bunch.  Prior to departing, Larson’s raffled off a 

gift certificate for a free oil change, which was won by one of our newest members, Jan Putman.  Way to go Jan! 

 We got an early start toward our next destination, Griot’s Garage in Tacoma.  When we arrived the Mercedes SL 

Club had a tech session in progress, so we ogled at the spectacular array of cars on display and shopped in the store.  Once 

our session started, Jon Wyman got to have his black 964 Turbo stand in as our demo car.  
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  Sam from Griot’s kept everyone engaged as he went over the proper order and use of various Griot’s polishing 

and wax products and demonstrated the proper techniques for application and removal.  He really did a great job fielding 

numerous questions from enquiring club members throughout the demonstration and afterwards.  Even though I’ve 

attended several demos there, I always learn something new and find out about their latest products.  Upon finishing our 

tech session we all headed back to café for a pizza lunch.  Alex Raphael surprised us by awarding several door prizes after 

lunch.  Congratulations to the lucky winners, Jan Putman (again!), George Pollitt, and Dave Meyers. Thanks go out to our 

hosts at Larson’s Porsche and Griot’s Garage.  Thanks also to MAXRPM Motorsports for the generous gifts.  Final thanks 

go out to Bill Elwell with the help of Pete Bonfrisco for putting together an interesting and informative tech session.  

Sorry you had to miss it Pete. 
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 Porsche 987.2 “S” IPD Competition Plenum, GT3 Throttle Body, & K&N Intake 

Modification - by Pete Bonfrisco 

I purchased my Boxster “S” from Roger Jobs Porsche at the end of 2010.  I was determined to have a mid-engine DFI car 

that wasn’t overly encumbered with electronics; I wanted a driver’s car that I could make my own, driver, car, and road all 

coming together in perfect harmony.  The Boxster “S” serves as my weapon of choice, it easily tears up a back road, turn-

in is instantaneous, body roll is almost non-existent and the chassis and suspension feel composed, even when the car is 

chucked back and forth through S-curves after S-curve.  As far as the numbers are concerned Magazines have been 

regularly reporting 4.3 - 4.5 second 0–60 mph and 1/4mile between 12.7 - 12.9 at 109 - 111 mph from this latest “S” (Car 

and Driver, Motor Trend, & Road & Track).  How can I improve on such an engineering work of art? 

 

The Basics 

One of the most fundamental concepts of performance tuning and engine modifications is to improve the efficiency of the 

air flow into and out of the engine.  The process of improving the air flow into and out of the engine is often described as 

improving the engines breathability and is often associated with increases in performance.  The main aim is to identify 

restrictions that may impede the air flow into or out of the engine and eliminate or minimize these restrictions.  My 

previous two articles discussed how I identified and mitigated the “out” portion of the breathability equation, the Borla 

exhaust.  This article will tackle the portion of breathability; the intake system - 1. Air filter   2. Throttle Body  3. Plenum 

Restriction #1:  Air Filter 

The primary function of an air filter is to deliver both high air-flow and prevent dirt and particles from entering the 

engine.  The more air entering the engine increases the efficiency of the combustion process creating more horsepower 

and torque.  Air that encounters resistance as it passes through the filter material can limit the amount of air that can enter 

the combustion chamber.   There are two basic classes of filters, paper and cotton-oil.  Porsche uses paper for all their cars 

except a few of their track focused versions.  When we compare paper filters to cotton-oil we see that the pressure 

differential is far greater in the paper, which means paper is more restrictive than a comparable cotton-oil filter.  Other 

factors to consider when choosing a filter include: 

 1.  Surface area.  For the 3.4 liter engine I calculated the minimum surface area, for optimal performance of the 

 filter to be 80 in
2
.  When comparing the K&N and BMC to Fabspeed Maxflo Cold Air Intake it is hard to justify 

 $395 for less surface area. 

2.  Insulate the filter box from the heat of the engine.  Air density increases as temperature decreases (i.e., birth of 

the cold air intake).  More often than not the air filter is not the limiting factor in the breathability equation, but 

rather the air box or the air filter housing.  Preventing hot air from entering the housing will help deliver cool 

dense air.   

3.  Efficiency.  Cotton-oil is over 200% more efficient than paper, and if oiled properly can provide better 

filtration as compared to paper, but if over oiled could have negative impacts on the Mass Air Flow Sensor. 

The stock paper air filter has a surface area of over 80 in
2
, which is sufficient under aggressive street driving and should 

not restrict air flow. However, when paper filters get dirty their ability to flow air decreases.  Porsche recommends 

replacing the air filter yearly at a cost of $58.00.  K&N or BMC can last for the life time of the car with cleaning and re-

oil, and costs approximately $85.00.  Performance manufacturers would like us to believe that the 3.4 liter DFI engines 

can produce 1-7 HP from their air filter, but such claim is hard to quantify because 1-7 HP is likely within the margin of 

error between dyno runs and the stock air filter.  Additionally, the air filter and assembly Porsche engineers provide the 

stock 3.4 liter DFI cars is excellent.   

     Restriction #2:  Throttle Body 

The throttle body controls the amount of air flowing into the engine in response to driver accelerator pedal input.  The 

throttle body is upstream of the air filter and is the next potential restriction.  The stock throttle body has a surface area of 
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 17200 mm
2
.  The Porsche GT3 throttle body has a surface area of 21125 mm

2
, which represents an 18.5% increase in 

surface area and should have a significant effect on throttle response and air delivered to the plenum.  My calculations 

indicate that the air intake duct has a surface area of 70000 mm
2
, which is far from limiting. 

The photo to the right shows the OE throttle body (left) against the GT3 throttle body (right).  Comparing the two it is 

easy to see that the GT3 throttle body has the capability to supply 

significantly more air to the Plenum and ultimately to the engine than 

the stock throttle body.   

Restriction #3:  Plenum 

The plenums function is to equalize the air flow to the various 

cylinders, but its volume and shape are also important.  Some of the 

benefits of the IPD competition plenum are easily recognizable: 1) 

IPD plenum provides a large-volume buffer against pressure changes 

by designing the plenum to have significantly more volume as 

compared to the stock OE plenum; and 2) the factory OE plenum uses a “T” shaped plenum design which disturbs laminar 

air flow; the IPD plenum uses a patented “Y” shaped plenum which doesn’t disrupt laminar air flow.  IPD developed the 

“Competition Plenum with the GT3 Throttle Body” to complement a high-flow after market exhaust, which makes sense 

because all aspects of the breathability have to complement each other.  Table 1 below illustrates a comparison I did with 

the Cayman “R” posted on IPD’s web site and the dyno results just completed by Alex at MAXRPM on my Boxster “S”. 

Table 1.  3.4 liter DFI Engine 

 Cayman R My Boxster S Observations 

3.4 liter DFI 3.4 liter DFI No differences between the engines  

Stock HP 330 bhp Stock HP 310 bhp HP difference is likely due to less restricting exhaust & different 

ECU tune 

Stock whp 270 Stock whp 250 Wheel HP is the HP that counts & will be used for comparisons 

IPD posted 296 whp  Alex posted 295 whp  IPD’s HP claim is substantiated  

The Cayman R posted stock dyno results of ~270 whp.  The Cayman R was fitted with the IPD competition plenum and 

GT3 throttle body.  After the car adapted to the modification it pulled 296 whp (see http://ipdplenums.com).  The 

performance numbers IPD boasts (20+ HP & 15+ TQ) are quite impressive and would be hard to believe if it were not for: 

1) the Cayman R data that was presented by an independent facility and 2) the results we produced after Alex at 

MAXRPM put my car on the dyno, which pulled 295 whp with a less aggressive ECU tune and the Borla exhaust. 

Conclusion 

For me, more importantly than dyno numbers or HP claims is the driving experience.  I have numbers to report (i.e., 0-60, 

¼ mile, HP & TQ calculations vs. dyno, and power to weight ratios), but the quantitative data will have to wait till next 

time.  After I installed the Borla exhaust I told you how great it sounded, but I neglected to talk about the performance.  

Could I tell a difference in the driving experience?  Absolutely yes!  The car came alive, throttle response is improved, 

redline is achieved in less time and the car is more eager to run.  Then I added the IPD competition plenum and GT3 

throttle body.  Quite frankly the car is transformed, the difference is amazing!  Much improved throttle response, redline 

comes mercilessly fast.  In fact, during full throttle acceleration I have to pay attention to the RPM needle or I’ll bounce of 

the rev-limiter.  I also noticed how easy the traction control comes on.  For example, if I come out of a turn with too much 

throttle, traction control comes on as the car over steers.  Coming out of the same corner with the stock set up, no traction 

control intervention and no over steer.  Borla and IPD have exceeded my performance expectations seen by the smile on 

my face every time I’m behind the wheel.  The car is pure driving excitement.     
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  Technology on the Road – Hybrids 101 - Bill Elwell 

 
Late last year my wife and I did something that some 

of you might think to be quite out of character.  We 

traded in our 3-series BMW for a new Prius, specifically 

the new Prius Plug-in.  I can hear the howls already.  

“Dude, it does 0-60 in, what, maybe half an hour?”  Or 

maybe, “Come on, it’s attractive as wallpaper.”  OK, 

you’ve got me on the wallpaper thing. 

 

Let me try and defend my sanity for a moment.  

Silly as it sounds, maintenance on the BMW was starting 

to get expensive.  After all, BMW are supposed to be 

expensive aren’t they?  For us, the role of daily driver 

was split between our ’94 Ford F-150 (14MPG on a 

good day) and the BMW (between 18 – 20 MPG).  

Filling the tanks on the F-150 would cost right around 

$100.  We were burning through over $400 per month in 

gas. 

 

If we wanted to reduce our monthly costs then a 

Prius seemed the ultimate choice.  What we found when 

we went Prius shopping was 0% financing, a $2,000 

rebate offer, 2 years of free maintenance and a more than 

generous trade-in on our BMW.  Tough to argue with 

that.  Being the propeller-heads that we are, of course, 

we had to buy the new Plug-in version of the Prius. 

 

Before I explain why I’m talking about a Toyota in a 

Porsche Club Newsletter, I want share our experiences 

with the car so far.  The Prius is a really nice car that 

happens to get fantastic gas mileage.  This is the key to 

the strong sales of the car.  If customers were to try and 

justify the higher cost of the Prius with savings from the 

higher gas mileage, the Prius would lose most of the 

time.  But the car is truly a nice car and that shifts the 

decision out of the cold hard world of economics and 

into the world of feelings and emotions.  People buy the 

car (and therefore justify the sticker price) because it’s 

really nice.  The gas mileage is just a bonus. 

 

But I’ll talk about the gas mileage anyway.  Since 

we bought the car we are getting 56 MPG.  It takes 87 

octane and filling the tank costs a whopping $26 right 

now.  Our monthly gas bill has dropped to between $50 

and $75 per month!  The coolest part, though, is the 

Plug-in feature.  The Plug-in version has a larger battery 

than the standard Prius and you can plug the car into an 

outlet to charge the battery.  Fully charged, this Prius can 

travel around 10 miles at up to 60MPH on electricity 

only.  Much of our driving consists of short hops into 

Gig Harbor and we can make them on electricity alone. 

 

The skeptics among us will say, “Sure, you’re using 

less gas but doesn’t your electric bill go up?”  Of course 

we pay for the electricity to charge the car.  But let’s 

look at the math.  As I’m writing this, regular gas is 

about $3.60 per gallon.  The Prius gets around 45MPG 

using just gasoline.  That comes to $0.08 per mile.  On 

our last electric bill, we paid $0.07 per KWH (kilo-watt 

hour – a measure of electricity).  The Prius consumes 

about 0.29 KWH per mile.  That comes to $0.02 per 

mile.  In other words, it costs me 75% less to drive a 

mile on electricity than it does on gas.  Want to see the 

math?  Send me an email. 

Here’s why I’m writing about my Toyota.  The Prius 

Plug-in is different from the regular Prius and when I try 

to explain the difference to people, it seems to confuse 

folks.  And since the 918 will be a Plug-in Hybrid 

vehicle, I figured it was time to bring everyone up to 

speed on Hybrids. 

 

What is a Hybrid?  A hybrid vehicle has two (or 

more) sources of power to move the car.  All the hybrid 

cars that I’m aware of on the market today have an 

internal combustion engine (ICE) and an electric motor.  

We call this a Hybrid Electric Vehicle (HEV).  

 

Is your hybrid parallel or series?  A parallel hybrid 

has the power sources arranged so that either or both can 

propel the car.  Nearly all hybrid cars sold today are 

parallel.  The diagram below is an extreme simplification 

of a parallel hybrid drive train.  The point is that either 

the ICE or the electric motor, or both, can move the car. 

 

In contrast, a series hybrid has the power sources arranged so 

that only one drives the car.  The second power source is used 

to drive the first.  A diagram should help clarify this. 

 

In this example, a combustion engine generates electricity 

which is sent to an electric motor that drives the wheels of the 

car.  A current example is the Chevy Volt.   
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As a note of interest, In 1900 Ferdinand Porsche 

designed a series hybrid race car called the Lohner 

Porsche.  Ferdinand was WAY ahead of his time. 

 

Some of you may point out that the Prius really falls 

into the category of power-split or series-parallel hybrid.  

That is technically correct but for today we’ll lump the 

Prius into the parallel hybrid category. 

 

What about mild, full, and plug-in hybrid 

designations?  Is your head starting to spin from all these 

definitions?  I know mine is.  Simply speaking mild 

hybrids can’t run on the electric motor only.  They have 

only a small set of the features and benefits of a full 

hybrid.  Lots of companies have experimented with 

these but I believe only a few still sell them. 

 

A full hybrid can be operated with the combustion 

engine alone, the electric motor alone, or both at the 

same time.  Most hybrids fall into this category.   

 

Finally, a plug-in hybrid electric vehicle (PHEV) has 

a dual personality.  PHEV’s have batteries you can 

charge by plugging the car into an electric outlet, hence 

the plug-in name.  The first part of the split personality is 

the car’s electric only mode.  A PHEV can operate for 

some distance (10 miles for the Prius Plug-in, 25 – 50 

miles for the Chevy Volt, …) using the electric motor 

only.  Once the battery has discharged to a certain level, 

it changes personality to that of a full hybrid that uses 

both gas and electric power. 

 

Regenerative braking is a critical concept in HEV’s.  

In a normal car using the brakes simply converts the 

kinetic energy of the moving car into heat energy in the 

brakes.  Regenerative braking converts the car’s kinetic 

energy into some other form of energy that the car can 

then reuse.  In an HEV, the electric motor that drives the 

wheels can also be used as a generator.  So when the 

driver presses the brake pedal in an HEV, the 

motor/generator slows the car by producing electricity 

instead of heat.  That electricity is stored in a battery and 

can be used later to help power the car.   

 

I can’t stress how important regenerative braking is 

to the hybrid car concept.  In an HEV (not a plug-in) the 

only way you can get electricity to charge the battery 

and run the electric motor is from regenerative braking.  

This explains why hybrid cars get such fantastic gas 

mileage in the city compared non-hybrid cars.  City 

driving is full of stops and starts.  Every stop helps 

charge the battery.  Out on the highway, you rarely use 

the brakes so hybrids have little to no advantage there. 

 

Just a few more terms left to cover.  Vehicles like 

the Nissan Leaf or the Tesla Roadster that run on 

electricity alone are called simply electric vehicles (EV).  

An electric vehicle powered by a fuel cell is knows as a 

fuel cell vehicle (FCV). There are a couple vehicles out 

there on the horizon that will use compressed air to drive 

the motor and we’ll call them compressed air vehicles 

(CAV). 

 

Part of my goal in writing this article was to define 

hybrid terms for you.  If you understand everything I’ve 

put in bold, then you can read almost any article about 

hybrid vehicles and comprehend it. 

  

What about the 918?  The 918 will be a PHEV using 

a parallel hybrid design.  In other words, there will be an 

ICE that some say will put out 580HP and will drive the 

rear wheels (right now Porsche only says that the 

horsepower will be above 500HP).  In addition, there 

will be two electric motors.  One electric motor will 

drive the rear wheels in parallel with the ICE.  The 

second electric motor will drive the front wheels.  I’ve 

seen all sorts of power figures for the electric motors.  

Porsche will only say that the total electric power output 

is over 218HP.  So the total power output is rated above 

718HP and some say the figure will be closer to 820HP. 

 

The 918’s battery should be rated at 6.8kWh and, of 

course, you can plug-in the car to charge the battery.  To 

put that in perspective, my Prius Plug-in has a 5.2kWh 

battery.  So these two cars will have similar size 

batteries.  But it’s what those batteries are used for that 

makes all the difference.  While Toyota focuses entirely 

on economy, Porsche will enable the 918 to use the 

hybrid system for economy or performance.  There are 

supposed to be 4 operating modes.  The all electric mode 

will allow the 918 to run on electricity alone for around 

15 miles.  The next three modes (hybrid, sport, and race) 

utilize both the electric motors and the ICE for varying 

degrees of economy and performance.  In the race mode, 

there is supposed to be a “push to pass” button that will 

crank up the electric motors for a brief, maximum 

power, sprint. 

 

The question I get asked about the most regarding 

PHEV’s like the Prius Plug-in and the Porsche 918 is, 

“What happens when the battery runs out?”  When the 

battery discharges to a certain level, the car starts the gas 

engine and switches modes from all electric to 

gas/electric hybrid mode.  So you don’t have to plug in 

the car if you can’t/don’t want to.  But the car will be 

faster and more economical if you do. Thanks for 

reading.  I always welcome suggestions for future 

articles.  You can write me at billelwell@hotmail.com.   

 
 

mailto:billelwell@hotmail.com


 Movie Night Was "Weird", Really Weird -A Review by Pete Fischer 

  

        
  

 On a cool Saturday evening the 23rd of February, 17 club members and 2 guests gathered at the Brownsville 

Yacht Club to endure the Annual Beer Pizza and A Movie Night.  

 This special evening was hosted by our perenial hosts...JR and Tina Leaman. The weirdness started by JR's 

appearance. After 27 years in the Navy, last summer he retired and since then he has grown out his hair and a beard. He 

actually looks quite relaxed like a retiree should...is that weird? The second thing that was weird was that the beer 

provided was not cheap...on ice was Budweiser, The King of Beers! 

 I guess the Weirdness most likely stemmed from the movie selected. JR revealed his secret to all those who would 

listen. First use the Netflix search engine, second pick a random book off your book shelf, then write down a random page 

number then a paragraph number from 1-4, then a sentence number from 1-10 and lastly a word number from that 

line...like the fourth word of 4 letters of more. NOW...you have discovered your search word for the Netflix search 

engine. Now from the search results - pick a movie. 

 So what did we end up with.... a movie entittled "UHF" from 1989. and in the starring role, yes...you guessed 

it....drum roll please...Weird Al Yankovic. 

 Yankovic starred in this full-length feature film, co-written by himself called UHF. A satire of the television and 

film industries, also starring Michael Richards, Fran Drescher and Victoria Jackson, it brought floundering studio Orion 

their highest test scores since the movie Robo Cop. However, it was unsuccessful in theaters. 

 The film has since become a cult classic with out-of-print copies of the VHS version selling for up to $100 on 

eBay until the release of the DVD in 2002. Yankovic occasionally shows clips from the film at his concerts. 

 UHF shows the creation of Yankovic's signature food—the Twinkie Wiener Sandwich. The snack consists of an 

overturned Twinkie split open as a makeshift bun, a hot dog, and aerosol cheese put together and dipped in milk before 

eating. Yankovic has stated that he has switched to using tofu hot dogs since becoming a vegetarian, but still enjoys the 

occasional Twinkie Wiener Sandwich.         16 



    

 "Weird Al" Yankovic has had a lot of success with his parodies: songs and music videos spinning off of Michael 

Jackson and other easy targets. But this was the funniest comedy in many a month, a upbeat slog through recycled comic 

formulas. Those who laugh at UHF (Unusal High Frequency) should inspire our admiration; in these Porshey times we 

must treasure the easily amused. 

 The movie is a satirical anthology, aimed at television/movies. It's a series of half-baked parodies of bad TV and 

movies, strung together with the notion that Yankovic has been given control of an obscure UHF station somewhere in the 

heartland and is making up his program schedule as he goes along. Yankovic plays a dedicated loser named George 

Newman, who stumbles into the TV job after his uncle wins the station while playing poker. He fires the station's 

executives, gives the janitor his own show and is as surprised as anyone when the station's ratings begin to improve. 

        
  

 As movie ideas go, this wasn't a bad one. Yankovic is so happy to have a laugh - any laugh - and we in the 

audience had many laughs too...so many I lost track.  

 JR at the start of the film tolds us that there were many parodies in the film and who ever could guess the closest 

to the actual number at the end would win a prize. I counted 15, others said numbers from 6 to 24. Bill Elwell said 24 and 

was the winner. But the actual number was one hundred and forty-three...was that weird too? 

 Bill received a JR made wind chime and you guessed it...It was Weird !! If you want to see it, you'll have to attend 

the club's next event. The Annual Chili Cook Off at the Elwell's in Gig Harbor on Sunday March 10th at 2pm. Bill ensures 

me that "the weird wind chime" will be hanging out back...and let's hope there's no weird chili. See you there. 
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--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Other Zone 6, National PCA and Local Events 2013 
3/2 – 8A – Caffeine & Gasoline - at Griot’s Garage 3333 South 38th Street in Tacoma.  

3/16 – 8A BSCC Novice Autocross School at Bremerton Motorsports Park. Go to http://www.bscc.net/index.php/schedule/autocross  

3/17 – 8A BSCC Autocross #1 at Bremerton Motorsports Park. Go to http://www.bscc.net/index.php/schedule/autocross   

3/23 -7:30A-4P - PNWR Driver Skills/Autocross #1 at Bremerton Motorsports Park. See www.pnwr.org   

 4/13 –7:30A-4P - PNWR Driver Skills/Autocross #2 at Bremerton Motorsports Park. See www.pnwr.org  

  4/27-28 – SOVREN Spring Sprints – at Pacific Raceways in Kent. More info.: http://www.sovren.org/events/spring  

 5/3 – PNWR Drivers Ed – at the Ridge Motorsports Park in Shelton. More info.: www.pnwr.org/Track/Driver_Ed  

5/23-26 - Vancouver Island Black Rock Event – If attending, notify Maryann Elwell at (253)853-4003 or  maelwell@centurytel.net    

9/6-8 – ORPCA Comemorating 50 Years of the Porsche 911 Event – Registration will open March 1st See the ORPCA website 

at www.oregonpca.org or contact Paul Kust at (360) 256-3873 or via e-mail: Paulk81.911sc@gmail.com .  

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

OLYMPIC PENINSULA REGION-PORSCHE CLUB OF AMERICA 

Meeting Minutes January 9, 2013  

 

President Jon Wyman called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. at The Airport Diner, Bremerton, WA.      

Board Members Present: President: Jon Wyman, Past President:  Brian Forde, Secretary:  Linda Wyman, Member at Large:   John 

 James, Treasurer:  Maryann Elwell,  

Members Present: Pete Fischer, Brooks Hanford, Barb Hanford, Brett Burroughs, Robert Becken, Jan Putman (new member), 

 Alex Raphael, Neil Green, Kip Sparber, Pete Bonfrisco. 

Jon Wyman stated that the minutes from the 14 NOV meeting would be reviewed for approval at the annual membership meeting 

November 2013.     

  

 BOARD MEMBER AND CHAIR REPORTS  

President:   Jon Wyman:  Will report during the “new business” segment of the meeting.  

Vice President:  Terri Peterson:  not present   

Secretary:  Linda Wyman: nothing to report.    

Treasurer: Bob Becken.  The club currently has a balance of approximately $8400, with $1300 in escrow from holiday party.  

$7123.19 available monies to spend. Key board members will meet at the club’s bank on Friday, 11 January, to change the 

account authorization signatures and contact information.  In addition, the members will remove prior member Gloria Mellon as 

contact for the account and add President Jon Wyman.  

Membership:  Kip Sparber:  Nothing to report  

Past President Brian Forde:  Nothing to report. 

Advertising Chair:  Pete Bonfrisco.  Working on eight accounts for advertising.  Prospects are: IPD, Wagon Works, Airport Diner, 

Borla, FVD, Unichip, Larson Porsche, Fabspeed.  

Newsletter Editor: Brian Forde:  Roger Jobs Porsche is not pleased with the quality of the print their ad in the club newsletter.   

Website: Brian Forde: Will get in contact with Bill Elwell about website.  

Social Chair: Pete Fischer: Reiterated the purpose of the sign in sheet and point system for earning awards. The amended dates for 

social event, which were incorrectly listed in the newsletter.  Actual dates for the Oregon tour planned by Judy Berrian & Kevin 

Strilcov are 31May, 01Jun, and 02Jun. 

Technical/Speed: Alex Raphael: Porsche IMS bearing issues discussed.  He will write an article for the newsletter to report his 

findings on the matter.  

Goodie Store:  Neil Green:  Researched Porsche clubs in the U.S. and found that the majority of clubs do not have their own goodie 

store.  Distributed examples of other clubs’ goodie store, i.e., via website – options presented and discussed.  The club discussed 

the possibility of finding a different company to do the embroidery work on our goodie store items.  Neil presented examples of 

clothing with new logo designs & overnight duffle bags for giveaway on tours.  Kip Sparber suggested that the club vote to 

include a goodie store flyer in the newsletter.  Jon Wyman suggested we receive a proposal from Neil saying what we should 

order, the cost to the club and additional information regarding the matter.  Neil will email the proposal to Jon who will forward it 

the board members.   

 OLD BUSINESS: no old business to discuss. 
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 NEW BUSINESS:  Pete Fischer presented information about Constant Contact, an internet correspondence company. 

Membership with the company would allow the club to create their own emails from the constant contact template.  We can provide 

detailed information about our outings and events.  Pete proposed that the club invest $168 for the annual fee to subscribe to 

Constant Contact. John James seconded. The proposal was unanimously approved.   

Jon Wyman briefly discussed the pros and cons of hosting the 2015 escape.  Jon suggested that the board either have a special meeting                 

        or conference call to discuss the matter further.  He will contact members to set a time and date for this special meeting.   

 

Meeting adjourned at 8:22 p.m. with a motion made by John James.   Brett Burroughs made a second to the motion.   

Respectfully Submitted: 

Linda Wyman, Secretary 

NEXT MONTHLY BOARD MEETING WILL BE Wednesday, February 13
th

 6:00P/7:00P – at the Wigwam Pub in Gorst. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ------------ 

 

OLYMPIC PENINSULA REGION-PORSCHE CLUB OF AMERICA 

Meeting Minutes January 28, 2013  

 

President Jon Wyman called this special meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. at Round Table Pizza, Gig Harbor, WA.      

 

Board Members Present: President: Jon Wyman, Vice President: Brooks Hanford, Past President:  Brian Forde, Secretary:  Linda 

Wyman, Member at Large:  John James, Treasurer:  Maryann Elwell,  

Members Present: Barb Hanford, Susie James  

Jon Wyman stated that three topics would be discussed at this special board meeting:   

1.  Porsche Escape,  

2.  Goodie Store,  

 3.  Review of current bi-laws  

 Topics of the evening: 

President:   Jon Wyman:  

1. Escape:  Jon Wyman had the board view a power point presentation regarding the logistics of OPRPCA hosting the Escape for 

2015.  Pros and cons were discussed.  Jon Wyman offered to present a proposal for OPRPCA to host the event at the annual 

Porsche Parade in Traverse City, MI.  A motion was made for the Club to proceed and have Jon Wyman present the Escape 2015 

by Brian Forde.  The motion was seconded by John James.  

2. Goodie Store: a proposal was presented composed by Neil Green to have a $241 budget to purchase goodie store items for sale.                

The goodie store will have samples of products available for sale at OPRPCA future events with a budget of $300 for samples.  

Maryann Elwell made a motion to approve, which was seconded by John James. 

3. Bi-Laws:  The Club bi-laws were submitted for review and possible update.  Regarding discipline for Club members, it was            

        suggested that members be provided with a formal warning of inappropriate behavior.  Since ten years have passed since the bi-              

        laws were written, it was suggested that they be reviewed and possibly rewritten.  It was suggested that a committee be set up to  

        review and analyze the bi-laws, making them up to date.  A motion was made by Brooks Hanford to approve, which was   

        seconded by Maryann Elwell.   

 

Meeting adjourned at 8:22 p.m. with a motion made by John James.   Brian Forde made a second to the motion.   

Respectfully Submitted: 

Linda Wyman, Secretary 

 

NEXT MONTHLY BOARD MEETING WILL BE Wednesday, February 13
th
 6:00P/7:00P – at the Wigwam Pub. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ----------- 

 

OLYMPIC PENINSULA REGION-PORSCHE CLUB OF AMERICA 

Meeting Minutes February 13, 2013  

 

President Jon Wyman called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. at The WigWam Pub, Gorst, WA.      

Board Members Present: President: Jon Wyman, Vice President:  Brooks Hanford, Past President: Brian Forde, Secretary:  Linda 

 Wyman, Member at Large:  John James, Treasurer:  Maryann Elwell, Membership Chair:  Kip Sparber.   
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Members Present: Pete Fischer, Debbie & Alex Raphael, Neil Green, Kip Sparber, J.T. and Tina Leaman, Brett Burroughs, Bob 

 Becken. David Ferguson, Ed Weston.   

Meeting minutes from 09Jan13, and 28Jan13, were summarized and presented by Jon Wyman.  A motion was made to approve the 

minutes by John James with a second to the motion by Alex Raphael.  Minutes from 28Jan13, were reviewed.  A motion was made by 

Brian Forde to approve the minutes, which Maryann seconded.   

 BOARD MEMBER AND CHAIR REPORTS  

President:   Jon Wyman: comments forthcoming during the meeting.   

Vice President:  Brooks Hanford:  Insurance documents for this weekend for Larson and Griots are set.  

Secretary:  Linda Wyman: nothing to report.    

Treasurer: Maryann Elwell:  Beginning balance:  $7609.21, Ending balance:  $8157.20 

Membership:  Kip Sparber:  nothing to report  

Past President Brian Forde Is Kip receiving the membership lists?  

Advertising Chair:  Pete Bonfrisco. Not present. 

On another matter, Maryann brought up having posters matted for raffle prizes to earn money for the club.  A discussion regarding the 

poster matting has been tabled until next meeting. Examples will be presented. 

Newsletter Editor: Brian Forde:  deadline is Friday, Feb 15.  

Website:  Maryann is keeping calendar up to date.  Brian is planning to meet with Bill for instruction and direction for the site.   

Social Chair: Pete Fischer: Upcoming events were discussed.  A motion was made for the board to reimburse the pre tour expenses 

(gas, lodging) for tour hosts up to $450. Brooks made a motion to approve which Maryann 2
nd

.   

Technical/Speed: Alex Raphael: nothing to report 

Goodie Store:  Neil Green:  Present “window cling” to new members.  Additional items discussed.  New club shirt colors :  White 

yellow, cobalt for women.  Navy blue, yellow and white for the men.  Non structured hats approved.   

 OLD BUSINESS: John James discussed meeting with Lemay Museum for a club tour and lunch, as well as becoming a 

member of the Lemay Museum – cost is $500 per year.  It may be best to become a member if the club hosts 2015 Escape which 

would allow the club to hold events there.   

 NEW BUSINESS: Holiday party 2013:  the discussion regarding the holiday party (December 7, 2013) has been tabled until 

the  March meeting.  

Pete Fischer – new members: one person from each area to make a welcome visit.    

Jon Wyman:  Terri Hulse resigned as VP, Brooks Hanford volunteered to take on the position.  

April meeting to be at the Bremerton Airport Diner, May meeting Max RPM.   

Jon Wyman reviewed highlights of hosting the 2015 Escape & Zone 6 President’s meeting  

 Meeting adjourned at 7:59 p.m. with a motion made by John James.   Alex made a second to the motion.   

Respectfully Submitted: 

Linda Wyman, Secretary 

NEXT BOARD MEETING WILL BE Wednesday, March 23rd 6:00P/7:00P – at the Seven Cedars in Sequim. 
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June Moore  

 4235 SE Mile Hill Dr.                             

Port Orchard, WA  98366   

(360) 871-2332  

                        
 



 

     Auto Platz (Classifieds) 

FOR SALE: 1994 Porsche "Limited Edition" Speedster. Rare Speed Yellow, 5-spd, blk leather w/yellow trim,  

facade and interior accessories. Loaded w/air, pwr windows, seats,etc. 43,987 mi. garaged, no track,  

smoke or snow.  A beautiful car and a great ride!  $63,000. Contact Russ Stubbings at (303) 885-6936 (Cell) or  

russstubs@aol.com.  Pictures available.  Car is located in Gig Harbor. 

          

    
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
FOR SALE: Tired of track days and auto-crossing? Nothing beats the drop of the green flag and side by side 

racing. A Great way to get into vintage racing without breaking the bank - 1969 RCA Formula Vee. Excellent 
mechanical condition and good cosmetically. Simple to maintain and cheap to operate. Front runner. SOVREN 
grids for Formula Vee approaches 20 FV's at major events. Price. $6,000, might consider interesting trade. 
contact  jcjcarrera@comcast.net or call 253-265-2500  
 

                  
  

 To submit an ad for the Auto Platz, please send information to OPR-BRIAN@LIVE.COM. 
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             Have a caption? Send to OPR-BRIAN@LIVE.COM 

 

PHOTO CONTEST – Submit pictures by June 15
th

 to win & be on the Cover of July Issue. 

Submit to OPR-BRIAN@LIVE.COM 

Porsche Word Search – Contributed by Opal Forde                    
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Trivia Question:  
In October 1965’s Road & Track; Porsche 

advertised that their new 148 hp 6–cylinder 

911 coupe could reach 130 mph. What was 

the top speed that they advertised for the 

new lower priced 4-cylinder 912 coupe? 

Answer to Previous Question:  

The final Targa Florio championship race 

was held on the Isle of Sicily in 1973. The 

winning car was a prototype Porsche. What 

model was it?   Carrera RSR 

 

 

. 

 

Crossword Puzzle Answers 

from Jan/Feb. Newsletter 

 

DOWN – 

1. French Grand Prix 

2. Volkswagen 

3. Lemans 

4. Weissach 

5. Nurburg 

6. Stuttgart 

7. Ferry 

8. Boxster 

 

ACROSS – 

1. Fuhrmann 

2. VonHandstein 

3. Frankfurt 

4. Herrman 

5. SCCA 

6. Targa 

7. MonteCarlo 

8. Butzi 
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