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Event/Social Chair: Pete Fischer e-mail: specyoulater@hotmail.com or (360) 275-8811

January 2013
9th – 6:30P/7P – Dinner/Member & Board Meeting at
Bremerton Airport Diner
25th – 7P Dinner at Massimo Italian Bar and Grill in
Gig Harbor – Pete Fischer

February 2013
13th – 5P/6P – Member & Board Meeting/Dinner at Wig
Wam Tavern in Gorst
th
15 – March/April Nor’Wester Deadline
16th – 9A – Tour & Griot’s Garage Tech Session – Bill
Elwell
23rd – 7P – Movie Night at Brownsville Yacht Club

March 2013
3rd – 2P – 9th Annual Chili Cookoff at Elwell’s in Gig
Harbor
th
16 – Tour to St Patrick’s Day Beer Pairings Dinner at
Alderbrook Inn
23rd – 5:00P – Dinner/Member & Board Meeting at 7
Cedars Restaurant in Sequim
24th- 7:30A - Sunday Drive Kitsap Way McDonalds,
Bremerton
TBD – Porsche Parade 2013 Registration Opens

April 2013
10th – 6:30P/7:00P – Dinner/Member & Board Meeting
15th – May/June Nor’Wester Deadline
21st – 7:30A – Sunday Drive McDonalds Belfair
26th – LeMay - America’s Car Museum Tour

May 2013
5th- 7:30 A- Sunday Drive McDonalds Sequim
8th – 6:30P/7:00P – Dinner/Member & Board Meeting
18th – 8A – Armed Forces Day Parade/Lunch at
MAXRPM
25th – 27th – Weekend Tour to Oregon Coast – Kevin
Strilcov & Judy Berrian.

June 2013
12th – 6:30P/7:00P – Dinner/Member & Board Meeting
15th – July/August Nor’Wester Deadline
TBD – Tour to Sully’s in Suquamish for
Lunch/Formula 1 Race Viewing – Brett
Burroughs/Alex Raphael

21st – 7P Dinner at Cosmos in Port Orchard – Debbie
Raphael

July 2013
5th-7th – 9A – SOVREN Pacific NW Historics Races &
Sat. Car Corral
rd
23 – 29th – Porsche Parade 2013 Traverse City, MI
27th – Overnight in Port Angeles –Olympic Lodge
27th – 6P – Dinner/Member & Board Meeting in Port
Angeles – Darwin Geary
28th – Porsches on the Pier in Port Angeles - Cecil White

August 2013
11th – 8:30A – Cruz Port Orchard Car Show
14th – 6:30P/7:00P – Dinner/Member & Board Meeting
15th – September/October Nor’Wester Deadline
TBD – Rally/Lunch – Bill/Maryann Elwell

September 2013
7th – 9A – Bremerton Blackberry Festival Car Show
11th – 6:30P/7:00P – Dinner/Member & Board Meeting
21st – 10A – Brownsville Appreciation Day Car Show

October 2013
12th – 6:30P/7:00P – Dinner/Member & Board Meeting
at 7 Cedar’s Double Eagle Restaurant in
Sequim
th
12 – 2013 Board/Chair Nominations Due
15th – November/December Nor’Wester Deadline
TBD (Sunday) – Tour w/ Dinner at Bay Street Bistro Pete Fischer
31st – Holiday Party Payment Due

November 2013
8th – 7P Dinner in Poulsbo – Debbie Raphael
13th – 6:30P/7:00P – Dinner/Annual Membership
Meeting at Bremerton Airport Diner on Hwy 3
27th – 6:30P/7:00P – Dinner/2013 Calendar Planning
Meeting at Bremerton Airport Diner on Hwy 3
th
30 – 2013 Election Ballots Due

December 2013
1st –

Silent Auction Donation Responses Due
7 – 6:00P/7:00P – Cocktail Hour/Holiday Party at
Kitsap Conference Center, Bremerton.
15th – January/February Nor’Wester Deadline
th

Board of Directors

Committee Chairs

*President: Jon Wyman
Jonathan911sc@hotmail.com
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From the President – Jon Wyman
Happy New Year and welcome to 2013! It is an honor to serve OPR as its President for the next two
years. Many of you don’t know me very well, so I thought I would give you some biographical information.
My wife, Linda, and I have lived here since 2007. We live in Gig Harbor, having moved there from
Hudson, Ohio, a historic town located between Cleveland and Akron. We lived there for 7 years. I have moved
9 times—all job related. While I grew up in St. Louis, I have lived in the Seattle area twice before moving back
here in 2007. I have also lived in Chicago, Fargo, North Dakota, Philadelphia, Salt Lake City, Utah, Portland,
Oregon, and Hudson, Ohio. I have been in the commercial vehicle business all of my career, working for
Kenworth Trucks for 12 years, Volvo Trucks for 3 years, and Freightliner Trucks for 10 years. After all of those
years of working for OEMs, I have changed hats and became an International Trucks dealer with four locations
in Tacoma, Yakima, Anchorage, and Fairbanks.
Having been a “motorhead” all of my life I remember seeing my first Porsche 911 in 1968 or 1969. It
was a maroon 911 Targa with the stainless steel clad roll bar. I fell in love with the design and wanted one of
my own. That opportunity came in 1985 when I purchased my first Porsche, a 1983 911SC coupe, which I still
own today. I purchased the car used with 17,000 miles on it, and, today, it has 94,500 miles on it. I have driven
that car across the county twice, once going east, and once going west. It has never given me any trouble. I
also have a 2006 Boxster S, and, a 1992 911 Turbo. Each one a blast to drive! Reflecting back on 2012, we have
had some challenges within our club. I want to recognize Brian Forde for his even-keeled leadership and his
commitment to being fair and equitable in handling a difficult situation with a couple of our members. Perhaps
not everyone was happy with the way things turned out. In most situations it is difficult to make all parties
happy. I strongly believe that the OPR Board, led by Brian, tried to do what was right and in the end
accomplished that goal. I found it interesting that we had many members who normally are inactive attend our
Annual Membership meeting in November, when there was a perceived crisis. I was glad to see that because it
shows that they care.
As we begin the New Year I want to ask all of you to participate more in the club in 2013. While we
have a very active group of 20-30 members who regularly attend events, there are 150 primary members and we
want and need ALL to participate. Doing so will make the club to better serve the members, as we enjoy the
camaraderie that goes with owning a Porsche. Our members have varying backgrounds and life experiences,
and, we can all learn from and appreciate each other because we have a common bond---the joy of owning a
Porsche. Actually, it is much more than that. While car ownership is a common interest, it is the friendship and
mutual respect that we have for one another that makes participation in the Olympic Peninsula Region of the
Porsche Club so much fun and rewarding. Listed next is the PCA Code of Ethics and Conduct. This is the basis
that we want to operate our club from and the basis to interact with each other on. If you have suggestions,
questions, comments or just want to talk Porsches, please give me a call anytime. My cell is (440) 463-1978.
I look forward to seeing you at an upcoming event!
June Moore - 4235 SE Mile Hill Dr.
Port Orchard, WA 98366
(360) 871-2332
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THE PCA CODE OF ETHICS AND CONDUCT
This document is presented to define the standards and ethics to which the organization holds itself, its
elected and appointed representatives, its employees, and its members. It supplements but does not replace our
established Bylaws and procedures, which are documented elsewhere. The following represents the way we
want to be and to do business.
PCA is not a political organization. It exists for the benefit of its members, to further their enjoyment
of their cars. In the performance of this mandate, it must operate under the rule of law, adhering to the laws
of the various countries and jurisdictions under which it exists. This means that illegal behavior is not
tolerated, and that close attention is paid to the requirements of the law in the actions of all involved, national
and region- al officers, individual members, and those within the national office.
Beyond this, we accept the obligation to do what is right. An ethical system is based on the mutual
benefit of the involved parties; the corollary of this is that we treat neither fellow members nor non-members in
a way that is demeaning, embarrassing, derogatory, or otherwise inappropriate. This, of course, extends to our
concept of respect and equal treatment for all, regardless of gender, race, religion, national origin or other
such protected status. Our natural competitiveness does not extend to taking unfair advantage of others, be they
individuals, clubs, or businesses. Actions and words about which there may be some question are undertaken,
when possible, only after careful thought and per- haps consultation.
Decisions affecting PCA should be either self-obvious or readily explained. Particular attention
should be paid to potential conflicts of interest involving special treatment or gifts from individuals or
companies possibly hoping to gain something in return. Other potential conflicts of interest, in which an
officer, employee, or member must weigh his immediate and personal potential for gain against the best
interests of PCA, require special thoughtful attention. Transparency in all actions is desirable. Nothing
must be allowed to compromise the integrity, credibility, and best interests of PCA in the making of
decisions that affect the club.
The culture of PCA is founded on doing the right thing to the best of our ability. Without this,
we lose our self-respect both as an organization and as individuals, a price that we will not pay. Nonadherence to these principles will not be tolerated; behavior or actions damaging to PCA will be dealt
with by the established club Bylaws and may result in permanent loss of membership.

Visit OPR-PCA for 2013 Event Information
Order an Olympic Peninsula Region

Olympic Peninsula Region
Grille Badges $30.00
Belt Buckle $35.00

Name Tag for $25 - Send payment to:

OPR/PCA P.O. Box 3572
Silverdale, WA 98383
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New Marketing to Promote Participation In Club Events…RSvP
- Social/Event Chair Pete Fischer
Well, a new year begins with all the anticipation of future social functions and car events, which bind us
together in our commonality.
We are all members of the Porsche Club of America….and we all love our Porsches.
Did you know that the club was founded on September 13th 1955 in Washington D.C. with just twelve
members. Today we belong to the largest single marquee club in the world. The PCA serves more than 58,000
families, with over 100,000 members, in 139 local Regions.
The Club functions like a finely-tuned Porsche. And as your new Social/Event Chair, I will endeavor to
fulfill one of the objectives stated in the PCA's Bylaws: to promote the enjoyment and sharing of goodwill and
fellowship engendered by owning a Porsche.
To accomplish more goodwill and fellowship, we will fine tune the marketing of club events to help
promote more participation…so to make it easier to decide if you’d like to signup for an event, I have redefined RSvP to equate to… Ready-Sett-You Participate and the new acronym SETT stands for Social,
Events, Tours, and Technical.
READY will give you all the information …date, time, place, pictures, maps and links.
SETT will tell you if it is a Social gathering such as meetings, dinners or parties. Events mean car shows,
rallies or car collection visits. Tours are driving from a few hours to overnight trips. Technical would be tech
sessions and driver skills/track training.
V means you… do YOU want to?
PARTICIPATE – take part, partake, join, join in, play a part in the sharing of goodwill and fellowship.
All this information will come to you in a very easy to read and colorful format via email beginning
soon after your reading here in the Nor’Wester. Be on the lookout for this Subject Line in your inbox: RSvP
from OPR Social/Event Chair. After reading the mail and clicking thru the links to see and read more
information…I hope that you will have all that you need to make an informed decision.
We all know the saying “ It’s not the cars, it’s the people…”.
Yes, it’s the people that are at the heart of the club. And we honor those members that have earned the most
points by participating i.e. attending meetings, driving on tours, going to tech sessions, writing articles and
recruiting advertisers for the Nor’Wester and hosting/organizing club events. Congratulations to the following:
Member of the Year: Brooks Hanford
Member Participation Awards:
1st Place Women - Debbie Raphael 2nd Place - Barb Hanford 3rd Place - Amy Bonfrisco
1st Place Men - Pete Fischer 2nd Place - Brett Burroughs 3rd Place - Alex Raphael
1st Place Board/Chair Members - Maryann Elwell
I look forward to another wonderful year of driving the back roads with the top down, taking in the
sights, sounds and scents of the great NW. Here’s to 2013!
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Porsche Boxster/Cayman Exhaust Modification - Pete Bonfrisco
My Porsche Boxster/Cayman exhaust article is broken up into two separate parts. Part one focused on
the goal of the modification and the research, which led to choosing the Borla Cat Back Exhaust. While Part
two was initially scheduled to provide DIY instructions to remove and install the exhaust and present
quantitative performance results; due to unforeseen events, this article will focus on the trials and tribulations
surrounding the installation and my experience.

Part 2: Installation
From the onset of making the decision to modify my car I was, in short order, able to identify what
modifications I would do myself. The limiting factors in my DIY decision are always: 1) Do I have or can I
obtain the proper tools? 2) Can I identify and have on hand the correct material. At first glance, the exhaust
modification seems pretty straight forward; thirteen bolts remove the stock exhaust and ten bolts to install the
new exhaust. However, after scrutinizing forums, reading numerous installation instructions that didn’t directly
relate and meeting with Porsche owners, one very obvious question begged to be asked. Why aren’t Porsche
owners doing the install themselves?
Even people in the Porsche club looked perplexed as I stated how straight forward the modification
should be. Do Porsche owners know something I don’t? In an effort to find the answer I called Porsche
performance shops around the country to try and glean some light on the difficulty of the modification. All I
got from shops was the standard answer of three to five hours of labor with no real justification as to why. I
finally called Borla technical support, explained why I was perplexed and asked for feedback. Borla could not
provide any definitive advice other than recommending that the exhaust be installed by a professional shop, but
why? I guess I’m on my own.
I started the project Friday night by completing the following tasks:
1. Gathered all tools and materials.
2. Jacked up the car and removed the rear wheels and the plastic cover. Removing the cover provided
access to the header/cat back flange bolts.
3. Sprayed the 6 flange bolts with penetrating oil and let it sit overnight.
4. Cleaned up. Total time invested was 15 minutes.
Sunday I continued the project:
5. Started the clock.
6. Unpacked the Borla exhaust and inspected it for missing parts and damage.
7. Loosened all bolts securing the stock exhaust and inspected the 6 flange bolts. The flange bolts have the
potential to break so I had spares ready.
8. Installed a ratchet strap to help support the exhaust as I removed the 13 bolts.
9. Removed bolts and lowered the exhaust. Total time to remove the stock exhaust is 35 minutes and this
included taking pictures.
10. Set the Borla exhaust into position under the car and started threading the flange nuts to hold the
exhaust.
11. Installed ratchet straps to help hold up the exhaust.
12. Torqued the 6 flange bolts to 35 ft/lbs and tightened all others.
13. Adjusted the exhaust tip assembly and secured it into place. Total time for steps 5-13 was 45 minutes.
Unfortunately, the exhaust tip assembly would not move. Figure 1 illustrates the problem visually.
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Figure 1: The Borla Exhaust
Flange bolts (see 3 &7
above)
Mounting bolts. These bolts thread into the
transmission bracket which is aluminum. You
must use the ratchet straps to position the Borla
bracket holes over the aluminum mount. This
process puts an unacceptable amount of tension on
the system.
13. Collection
tube 2 inches too
long

Exhaust Tip Assembly. The exhaust tip assembly is designed to
move left/right and up/down. In theory I should have been able to
position the exhaust tip assembly and tighten the clamps; however
the exhaust tip assembly would not move in any direction.

Clearly the exhaust tip assembly not being able to move was a problem, so I searched the internet and
forums, but the only thing I could find involved taking a hammer to the rear of the exhaust tip assembly to
forcibly move it. For me this is not an option. I decided to call Kitsap Muffler and see if they could schedule
me in for a little fabrication work. My investigation revealed:
14. The right muffler collection tube was 2 inches too long. This contributed to the lack of left/right
movement.
15. Misalignment between the right and left sides of the exhaust contributed to excessive tension on the
system and prevented up/down movement.
16. To solve the problem Kitsap Muffler cut 2 inches off the collection tube. When the cut was completed
the system violently snapped into a tension free position.
17. In order to connect the exhaust tip assembly with the collection tube, a bridge tube was added, which
allowed the tip to be positioned and welded.
18. Tested for exhaust leaks. Done! Total time for steps 14-18 including drive time and clean up was 2.5
hours.
First impressions of the system were fantastic and have exceeded my expectations, but before I report
the results I have to tell the rest of the story. Like I said, I cut the collection
tube, added a bridging tube and welded the system together, this was on
Sunday. During the fabrication we realized that we would not be able to
perfectly align the right and left exhaust tips without more extensive
fabrication. I weighed the cost-to-benefit factor and made the decision to
leave the install as is because the error was cosmetic and could only be
identified under careful inspection (see photo to the right). My final concern
surrounded the warranty. Would Borla stand behind their product and honor
the guarantee despite the fact that I altered the system? I e-mailed Borla,
explained issue and asked if they would still warranty the exhaust. I did not ask to be reimbursed for the cost at
Kitsap Muffler, nor did I express any dissatisfaction. In fact, I took the time to provide Borla a drawing of the
problems I encountered.
9

Borla stated they would honor their warranty. Shortly thereafter, I got a call from the owner of Borla,
“David Borla”. David asked if he could replace the exhaust. His thoughts were that the problems I encountered
were not typical or acceptable and would like to send me a new exhaust. I told him that this is unnecessary and
the issues I encountered are easily resolved in a performance shop, however I could not recommend the exhaust
as a DIY project.
After some coaxing from David I agreed to install the new exhaust. I figured if the exhaust fits as
expected I could be done in an hour or two and then I could recommend the exhaust as a DIY project. Wait!
What if the exhaust doesn’t fit the way David is expecting?
In an effort to mitigate any potential problems and gain a reputable witness I approached Alex Raphael
of MAXRPM Motorsports. I explained the situation to Alex and asked for his help. I asked Alex to provide me
with a lift to remove the current exhaust, install the newly provided exhaust and if something went wrong be
available to help me troubleshoot. Alex agreed and lent me a lift. If the exhaust was a perfect fit I would be
recommending the DIY project, but it didn’t and I cannot recommend the install for the typical Porsche owner.

Final Thoughts
The Borla exhaust is excellent and I would do it all over again because my primary goal was achieved,
HP/TQ. The fabrication work needed is not just a Borla problem, but many aftermarket exhausts require some
level of modification. Throughout the process Borla was engaged with all aspects of the project. Borla’s
customer service was excellent; everyone at Borla I spoke with took ownership and was committed to resolving
the problem. Finally, I would like to thank Alex and the entire team at MAXRPM Motorsports for their help,
support and patience throughout the project.
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2012 OPR Holiday Party - Bill Elwell
Our holiday party is always one of the most well
attended events on our social calendar. This year
was no exception. On Saturday December 8th,
thirty seven club members turned out to celebrate
the holidays at the Kitsap Conference Center in
Bremerton. I don’t know exactly what’s different
about the holiday party that makes it so popular.
Sure, the obvious answer is that the spirit of the
holidays brings everyone together for the last event
of the year. But I have my own opinion.
The atmosphere at the holiday party is unlike
any other event on our calendar. Let’s compare it
with a club dinner event as an example. When we
arrive at a restaurant, we have a few minutes to chat
before we have to sit and start the process of
ordering and then eating. Finally after a few club
announcements we all head for the doors. Many of
us have other commitments, pets or family waiting
for us at home. But at the holiday party there is a
full hour where we can catch up with everyone
before the evening’s agenda gets going. Most of us
at the party figure it’s going to be a late night and
make plans appropriately. The result is a relaxed
atmosphere that you don’t see at our other events.
That’s why I enjoy the holiday party atmosphere.
Before I tell you about all that happened during
the party, we need to give thanks to those that
organized the event. Debbie Raphael and Maryann
Elwell did the legwork to secure the location,
choose the menu and arrange all the activities and
awards. Bob Becken handled all the financial
arrangements.
Every place setting had a gift beverage glass
with our club logo along with a handmade
Christmas ornament with the Porsche logo. Every
one of those ornaments was hand made by Sandy
Baisden. The club didn’t ask Sandy to make them,
she just surprised us. Thanks Sandy!
Let’s get rolling with the nuts and bolts of the
evening. After cocktails we started the formal
program. First up was Participation Awards. I
don’t have the space here to give you a full
explanation of how the participation awards work.

I’ll simply say that they are given to members
who are most active in the club through the year
based on a points system. If you want to know more
about this, grab a board member or one of the folks
who won one of the awards.
2012 Member of the Year - Brooks Hanford

Participation Awards – Men
1st – Pete Fischer
2nd – Brett Burroughs

3rd – Alex Raphael

Participation Awards – Women
1st – Debbie Raphael

2nd – Barbara Hanford

3rd – Amy Bonfrisco

Participation Award – Board Member/
Committee Chair - Maryann Elwell

A big Thank You goes out to the departing OPR
Board Member Bob Becken.

OPR’s NEW President Jon Wyman and now
Past President Brian Forde

Our outgoing President wished to recognize a
few exceptional affiliate members for exhibiting the
OPR spirit through supporting events and activities.

Linda Wyman

2012 Presidential Appreciation Award
Recipients
Judy Berrain

Sue Kalinski

This is the point in the evening we have our
white elephant gift exchange. It never fails to be
great fun. I’d tell you more about it, but they tell me
that my article has to be “rated – G”.

The last activity of the night could be the most
important. We hold a silent auction for charity.
Thanks to Debbie Raphael for putting that together.
Members donated some great items for auction and
we raised about $1,100. Our 2012 charity was
Kitsap County's YWCA Alive Shelter that offers a
safe haven for victims of domestic violence and
their children. Prior to the party OPR purchased
$650 in gifts and materials to support the shelter’s
residents this holiday season.
I’m going to close with the challenge I issued at
the Holiday Party. I’ve actually been the top point
earner in the men’s participation awards for the past
few years. I asked to be taken out of the points
competition to allow others to enjoy the honors. For
2013 I made the challenge I made before, but have
never had to deliver on it.
If anyone in the men’s category can achieve a
higher score than me in the participation points
system, I will buy him and his spouse or guest
dinner anywhere. If more than one man beats me,
only the highest point earner will receive dinner.
And dinner has to be within a reasonable drive. In
other words, I’m not buying anybody dinner in New
York! The challenge is on and may the best man
win. Join us next year to see the fun for yourself.
(Continued on page 23)

Porsche set to Unleash the New Cayman in 2013
The Cayman is equipped with a free-revving 2.7-liter flat-six engine with Direct Fuel Injection (DFI)
and VarioCam Plus. It develops 275 hp at 7,400 rpm. The maximum torque of 213 lb-ft. is available across a
wide speed range from 4,500 to 6,500 rpm. Standard is a six-speed manual gearbox. It accelerates from 0 to 60
mph in 5.4 seconds and reaches a top speed of 165 mph. With the optional Porsche Doppelkupplung (PDK), it
completes the 0 to 60 mph sprint in 5.3 seconds and achieves a maximum track speed of 164 mph.
The Cayman S draws its agility from a 3.4-liter flat-six engine with Direct Fuel Injection (DFI) and
VarioCam Plus. It produces 325 hp at 7,400 rpm and its maximum torque of 273 lb.-ft. is generated between
4,500 and 5,800 rpm. With the six-speed manual gearbox it races from 0 to 60 mph in 4.7 seconds and reaches a
top track speed of 175 mph. Even sportier figures are achieved with optional PDK: 4.6 seconds from 0 to 60
mph and a top track speed of 174 mph.
New Cayman models are equipped with four-piston aluminum monobloc fixed brake calipers as
standard. This design means that, not only are the brakes extremely resistant to deformation, they are
lightweight for a particularly fast and sensitive braking response, increasing safety as well as performance.
Intelligent lightweight construction is, and always has been, a fundamental aspect of the Porsche
philosophy – for both technical and ecological reasons. As a result, the bodyshell of the new Cayman models
has an aluminum content of approximately 44%, with priority given to products manufactured in a sustainable
manner where possible.
Information is courtesy of www.Porsche.com.

15

Technology on the Road – Tires Part II - Bill Elwell
In the last issue I talked generally about tires
and how that technology has evolved over the years.
In this issue, I’m going to roll up my sleeves, do a
little math, and look at real world applications.

Load index – This is a code that can be used to look
up the maximum weight each tire can carry. You
need a table to convert the code on the tire to an
actual load number.

Let’s start with the markings on the sidewall of
a tire. I could write a half page or more on each of
these. So I’ll try and keep it short and simple. Here
we go.

Speed symbol – This is a single letter code that can
be used to look up the maximum rated speed at the
rated load value. If you don’t have the popular
speed codes memorized, you can look them up.
Most of us are familiar with “H” – 130MPH, “V” –
149MPH, and “Z” – over 149MPH. But there are
codes from “A” through “Z” and a letter higher in
the alphabet doesn’t necessarily represent a faster
speed rating.
DOT code – The government requires this label that
consists of the letters DOT followed by ten, eleven
or twelve letters and/or numbers that identify the
manufacturing location, tire size and manufacturer's
code, along with the week and year the tire was
manufactured. If you ever want to figure this out,
the information is out there to help you decode it.

Service Type – In the illustration this is the “P” at
the beginning of the character string that tells the
tire size. In this case the “P” stands for passenger
tire. You might see “LT” for light truck, “ST” for
special trailer, or “T” for temporary which is
typically used on space saver tires.
Tire width – This number is the width of the tire
from sidewall to sidewall, in mm.
Aspect ratio – This is a ratio of the sidewall height
to the tire width, as a percentage. In the example
above, the tire width is 215mm. The aspect ratio is
65. We can therefore find the sidewall height by
multiplying 215 by 0.65 to find the sidewall height
of about 140mm.
Tire carcass construction – Our example shows an
“R” for radial ply construction. Though you’re
unlikely to see them you might see a “D” for
diagonal or a “B” for bias belt.
Diameter of wheel – This is the wheel diameter for
which the tire was designed, in inches. Yes, inches.
It’s the only number you’ll see that isn’t metric.

Tread wear indicators – These are sidewall marks
that show you where you can find the wear bars in
the tread pattern.
Tire ply composition and material – This is a
description of the tire construction and materials
used.
Tread wear index – This is a unitless number that
allows you to compare the relative wear rates
between tires. For example a set of Yokohama
ADVAN Sport tires for a Corvette carry a wear
index of 180. Compare that to Goodyear Eagle GT
tires for a Chevy Malibu that carry a tread rating of
400. All this can tell us is that the Eagle GT’s
should last a little more than twice as long as the
Advan Sport’s. Of course, your results will vary
depending on your driving habits.
Traction grade – This letter provides a rating of the
tire’s ability to stop on wet asphalt and concrete
surfaces under controlled conditions. Grade “A”
tires performed well on both surfaces. Grade “B”
tire performed well on only one of the surfaces.
Grade “C” tire performed poorly on both surfaces.
Temperature grade – This is a letter grade that rates
the tire’s resistance to heat generation under

controlled conditions. Grade “A” tires were tested
for a half-hour run at 115 mph without failing.
Grade “B” tires passed at 100 mph but not at 115
mph. Grade “C” tires failed to complete a half-hour
at 100 mph.
Maximum load and maximum inflation
pressure – These figures are used by car
manufacturers when they choose tires for a
particular car. They have little to no value for the
average consumer. Just remember, this pressure
figure is NOT the pressure you should inflate your
tires to. That figure is determined by the car’s
manufacturer and is found on the car’s door sill.
Auto manufacturer approvals – Some auto
manufacturers will test tires to their own internal
specifications. Those that pass the tests can be
marked with some sort of mark to designate that
approval. Porsche is one of those companies. Tires
marked with “N-0”, “N-1”, “N-2”, “N-3” or “N-4”
are approved by Porsche for use on Porsche cars.
The 0, 1, 2, 3, and 4 are simply version numbers
assigned to various versions of the tire.
Well, that gets us through nearly all the
markings you’ll find on a tire sidewall. There a
couple other obscure markings you might see. Hey,
I only have so much space!
I promised you some math. Let’s look at a
practical use for some of these figures. The back of
our 911 originally had 255/40 tires on 17” wheels.
We can roughly calculate the radius of this tire.
You may recall that 255 x 0.40 will give us the
height of the sidewall which is 102mm. We know
the wheels are 17” which is 432mm. So the
diameter diameter of the wheel and tire combination
is the diameter of the wheel (432mm) plus the
height of two sidewalls (204mm). If that puzzles
you, draw a wheel with a tire on it and that should
help. So we have a diameter of 636mm. Multiply
that by pi (3.1415926………) and we get a value
for the circumference of 1998mm.
Now, shortly after we bought the car, we bought
a set of Fiske 19” wheels. The tires we are using
now are 275/30 for 19” wheels. Doing similar
calculations we find the circumference of my new
wheel/tire combination is 2039mm.
So my new setup has a circumference that is
41mm longer than the original wheel/tire
combination. That is almost exactly 2% larger. So
I can expect that my speedo will now read
incorrectly, about 2% low. So if I’m indicating
60MPH on the speedo, I’ll actually be traveling at a

hair over 61MPH. That’s not too big a deal but its
good info to know. Oh yeah, your odometer will
now be off by 2% from now on as well. Of course,
this is all approximate. The actual tire
circumference varies all over the place depending
on temperature, inflation pressure, vehicle load and
more.
This would seem to lead to a discussion of
speedometer recalibration which I am not going to
cover right now. Be patient, you’ll just have to wait
for it!
There is SO much about tires that I haven’t
covered. Two issues about tires is all I can take for
now. We’ll come back to this another day.
Thanks for reading. I always welcome suggestions
for future articles. You can write me at
billelwell@hotmail.com

Under the Hood with Ethanol and Your Classic Car - Pete Fischer
You have heard many times about the detrimental effect of ethanol on gas powered engines. Whether it
is your Porsche engine, motorcycle, outboard motor, mower, or leaf blower engines. The mantra is “Ethanol is
Bad.”
Now you can see actual examples of the destructive natural of this alcohol. Go under the hood with
Historic Vehicle Association member and veteran classic car mechanic, Ed Syrocki, in a new video that shows
what ethanol related engine damage looks like in our historic cars.
Here is the link: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZtqWT8ZfG5Y
According to a website called fuel-testers.com….Porsche was one on many manufactures that have
issued a warning concerning gas with 10% ethanol. Here is the quote: Porsche - E10 warnings/precautions onlyQuote, "...change to a different fuel or station if any of the following problems occur: deterioration of drivability
and performance, substantially reduced fuel economy, vapor lock, and engine malfunction or stalling".
Warnings from all types of engine manufacturers can be found here:
http://www.fuel-esters.com/manufacturer_fuel_recommendations_ethanol_e10.html
As you may recall…there are some independent dealer locations where you can purchase ethanol free
gas, but of the sites on http:///www.pure-gas.org most belong to the CFN or Pacific Pride networks. These fuel
sites are unmanned, so you must have an account card to get the pumps to work.
Back in June I negotiated an arrangement with http://www.mascopetroleum.com for our club to obtain
“fueling cards”. There is no charge for the cards. You will be billed once a month. Currently only 12 members
have taken advantage of this club benefit.
He is giving our club a 50% discount on his normal markup per gallon. He will bill us his cost plus taxes
plus the mark up. At any network site that is foreign… meaning not owned by Masco....there is an additional 5
cents per gallon charged that goes to pay the actual network site owner. If you would like to obtain an
application for a Masco fueling card, just let me know.
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OLYMPIC PENINSULA REGION-PORSCHE CLUB OF AMERICA
Annual Meeting Minutes - November 14th, 2012
The meeting was called to order at 7:00pm by President Brian Forde at the Airport Diner, Bremerton, WA.
Board Members Present: President: Brian Forde, Past President: John James, Treasurer: Bob Becken, and Member At
Large: Maryann Elwell.
Board Members Not Present: Vice President: Jon Wyman and Secretary: Linda Wyman.
Members Present: Brett Burroughs, Brooks/Barbara Hanford, Alex/Debbie Raphael, Pete Fischer, Dave/Gail Ferguson,
Jordan Krough, JR/Tina Leaman, Dave/Adrian Loser, Gene Stahl, Bob/Gloria Rogers, Jeff Smith, Pete Gardiner, Ed Weston, Mike
Odash, Jim Egan, Chris Bucklin, and Bob/Kristi Cathcart.
PRIOR MEETING MINUTES:
A motion was made by John James and seconded by Pete Gardiner to approve the 2011 Annual Meeting Minutes. All in
attendance were in favor, and the motion passed.
A motion was made my Dave Ferguson and seconded by Bob Becken to approve the October 2012 Meeting Minutes. All in
attendance were in favor, and the motion passed.
BOARD MEMBER AND CHAIR REPORTS:
President: Brian Ford introduced Pete Gardiner who is also a 912 registry member. Pete conveyed his experience driving
down for the 11th Annual 912 Rendezvous in Cambria, California in September.
Vice President: Not present no report.
Secretary: Not present no report.
Treasurer: Robert Becken indicated he will be disbursing $1000 to Big Brother & Big Sisters as the money raised at the
event plus what the club has agreed to chip in. The club’s treasury is at $7,594.22 as of 11/14/12. For the month of October
2012, we spent $335.34 and took in $1440.00. Bob is researching a letter received from the IRS stating we failed to file our
Form 990 e-postcard for 2010. Bob also has a check from Icon Audio for their newsletter ad to deposit. Bob mentioned as
he is retiring as Treasurer, we will need to have the new President and Treasurer go to Chase Bank to get approval to
write/sign checks.
Member at Large: Maryann Elwell had nothing to report.
Membership Chair: Brian Forde reported a total of 266 members with147 as primary and 119 as family/affiliate members.
Newsletter Editor: Brian Forde reminded everyone to send in articles, picture and any new ads by 12/15/12.
Social/Events: Maryann Elwell introduced everyone to Pete Fischer, who will take over for her as the 2013 Social/Event
Chair. Calendars/notes were passed out and sign-up sheet was passed around for the December 8th Holiday Party. Calendar Planning
Meeting is scheduled for November 28th at the Bremerton Airport Diner.
Website: Brian Forde has taking over as the Webmaster from Bill Elwell. Maryann Elwell reported that the latest calendar
information is on the website along with position descriptions for the board and chair member positions open for 2013.
Advertising: We still need a new advertising chair going forward. Contact any board member with your prospective
advertisers. Pricing to remain the same for all ads for this next year and Maryann Elwell included invoices to our current advertisers
in their copy of the November 2012 newsletter.
Technical/Speed: Randy Baisden not present for Technical. Jeff Smith had nothing to report.
Goodie Store: Jon Wyman not present.
OLD BUSINESS:
Holiday Party Update: Maryann reported that we have 37 people who have RSVPed so far, but the room at the Kitsap
Conference Center can handle up to 50. Debbie Raphael stated she has approximately 12 donations so far for the silent auction.
OPR Escape Bid: Jon Wyman had told Brian Forde that he would be willing to take over the OPR Escape Committee. At
this time the board has not been officially asked by the committee to officially make a bid to PCA National for Escape. The timeline
to submit a bid for the 2015 PCA Escape is the summer of 2013 at the next PCA Parade. Anyone willing to volunteer to help plan an
OPR Escape and/or participate on the Committee, should contact Jon Wyman.
Board Member Elections: The following 2013 board positions are up for election: President, Treasurer, and Member at
Large. We are also looking for volunteers for the following positions: Vice President, Membership Chair, Advertising Chair, Goodie
Store Chair, and Safety Chair. Please submit your ballot to Brett Burroughs by 11/30/12.
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NEW BUSINESS:
Holiday Party RSVP Calls: Since we still have plenty of room for the Holiday Party, Maryann asked if we should have
people call our members that have not yet RSVPed to ask them if they will be attending like we’ve done in the past. It was decided
that it didn’t seem to make any difference in the past, so no sense doing it this year.
Holiday Charity: Brian Forde reported that our 2011 Holiday charity was adoption of a family at the YWCA Woman’s Live
Shelter, where we donated $1000 for Christmas presents and some of it was cash for them to buy a Christmas tree and Christmas
dinner. Some other alternatives brought up for this year by John James are Marines Toys for Tots and the Navy & Marine Corps
Relief Society, Navy Safe Harbor Organization. Someone else mentioned the Benedict House Men’s Shelter run by Catholic Charities.
After a vote of the members present, it was decided to again support the YWCA Woman’s Live Shelter at a level up to $1000. Brian
Forde, Bob Becken and John James will get together with the YWCA for a shopping trip.
Budget Committee for 2013: It was discussed if there were any actions for the Budget Committee for 2013. It was
determined that event chairs that require the use of club funds should continue the practice of submitting a budget to the board several
months in advance where possible for approval.
Mellon Membership Revocation: Based on a formal complaint filed by Debbie and Alex Raphael about inappropriate
behavior by Gloria Mellon, the Board launched an investigation and decided to revoke the Mellon’s OPR membership until January
2016. Gloria and Keith Mellon appealed to the members at the meeting that the revoking of their membership was considered by PCA
National’s legal interpretation to mean they could not become a member of any other PCA region. Hence Gloria made an appeal to
the membership and board that the Board’s decision be overturned, so that their membership could be reinstated to allow them to
transfer to the PNWR region of PCA. President, Brian Forde, stressed that the Board attempted to address the issue informally and
urged Gloria to rectify the situation multiple times before a formal complaint was filed. Once it became a formal written complaint,
the Board had to address it. Brian provided to the members present, a detailed timeline of events from the initial verbal receipt of the
complaint, through the Board’s thorough investigation and reason’s for its decision. He also provided copies of our Constitution and
Bylaws. He proceeded to explain that there was no formal guidance from PCA or our Zone Representative on how to proceed other
than to follow our Bylaws. The Board therefore spent several weeks and many hours interviewing multiple affected members included
in the formal complaint. The Board also gave the Mellons the opportunity to respond to the formal complaint. After much research
and deliberation, the Board came to a decision and presented it to the Mellons in person. Several members expressed that they felt that
the 3 year revocation penalty was too strong for Gloria’s actions and requested the Board consider reducing the penalty. Barbara
Hanford also mentioned that we establish a committee to review the Bylaws and update them with a process for handling complaints
to include mediation and penalties based on the severity. The Board clarified that we had not intended for the Mellons PCA National
membership to be affected, since our jurisdiction only includes the OPR Region. Jim Egan made a motion that was seconded by
Brooks Hanford, that the membership take an advisory vote for the board to reconsider their decision. A majority of the members
present voted to oppose the decision of the Board in revoking the Mellon’s membership until January 2016. Gloria stated that she has
done a lot of soul searching since the complaint and now knows her behavior was unacceptable. She was expecting the Board to ask
her to step down as Membership Chair and be banned from attending ORP events for one year. After finally hearing contrition from
Gloria for the first time, Brian Forde asked what the membership wanted the Board to do. Gene Stahl asked if we could still consider
mediation. Brian Forde asked the Raphael’s if they would be willing to mediate during the meeting with the Mellons to come to a
resolution, and Alex and Debbie Raphael both agreed. The mediation resulted in an agreement by both parties, the Raphaels and
Mellons. The Mellons agreed that they would resign from the OPR PCA region for 1 year and would not attend any OPR events
during that time. At the 2013 Annual meeting, the Mellons may reapply to the OPR PCA Board in a manner consistent with the
October 29,, 2012 decision letter if they wish. Based on the successful mediation, Maryann Elwell made a motion and John James
seconded that the board repeal the Mellons membership revocation period subject to the Mellons transferring to the PNWR PCA
region and meeting all other conditions of the Board’s October 29, 2012 decision. All four Board members present voted in favor and
the motion passed.
A motion was made to adjourn the meeting by Jeff Smith and seconded by Brett Burroughs, with all in favor. The meeting adjourned
at 10:20pm.
Maryann Elwell, Member at Large for the Secretary.
NEXT BUSINESS MEETING IS ON January 9th, at the Bremerton Airport Diner. Dinner at 6P followed by business meeting at 7P.
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WELCOME to the Olympic Peninsula Region
Donald J. Knievel , Gig Harbor - 1976 911 S
Tim Tweten, Gig Harbor - 2004 Cayenne S
Ray Dionne, Gig Harbor - 1982 911 SC
Frank Miller, Gig Harbor - 2003 911
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Other Zone 6, National PCA and Local Events 2013
1/5 – 8A – Caffeine & Gasoline - at Griot’s Garage 3333 South 38th Street in Tacoma.
1/12 – 7:30A-4P - PNWR Winter Driver Skills at Bremerton Motorsports Park. Register at
www.pcapnwr.motorsportreg.com. See www.pnwr.org for details.
1/17 – 5-8P – LeMay America’s Car Museum - Free Third Thursday. Located at 2702 East D. St.
Tacoma, WA 98421 For details go to http://www.lemaymuseum.org/events.php.
1/19 – 6-10P – PNWR Awards Banquet/Annual Meeting – At Griot’s Garage Indy Café at 3333 South
38th St., Tacoma, WA. See www.pnwr.org for details or send e-mail to Social@pnwr.org .
1/26 – 10A-1P – PNWR Tech Ed – at Griot’s Garage 3333 South 38th Street in Tacoma. To RSVP &
more details go to www.pnwr.org.
2/2 – 8A – Caffeine & Gasoline - at Griot’s Garage 3333 South 38th Street in Tacoma.
2/21 – 5-8P – LeMay America’s Car Museum - Free Third Thursday. Located at 2702 East D. St.
Tacoma, WA 98421 For details go to http://www.lemaymuseum.org/events.php.
3/2 – 8A – Caffeine & Gasoline - at Griot’s Garage 3333 South 38th Street in Tacoma.
5/23-26 - Vancouver Island Black Rock Event – Awaiting registration to open for this awesome
Memorial Day weekend long event. Registration is limited and sells out quickly, so if interested
in attending this event, look for registration to open at http://www.virpca.org/events.html.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- -------------------------------

Auto Platz (Classifieds)
FOR SALE: 15 inch steel wheel, good condition. Following markings on wheel: 5 1/2 J15, 12/68, KPV--hard to tell if last
letter is a V. My best guess. Price, $50. Contact John James, jcjcarrera@comcast.net or call (253) 265- 2500

FOR SALE: Bursch Exhaust. Very good condition. Nice sound. Excellent condition chrome tip. This was ordered and used
on my 1974 911 Carrera. Only removed for Portland Parade Concour. Price $125. John James (253) 265-2500.

FOR SALE: 1974 Porsche 914 – 1.8 liter engine, converted to twin Dellorto Carbs. Runs good when warmed up, good
brakes, 5-speed, good tires. Good project, but still a project. Body needs some TLC - $2,950.00 Brian (360) 620-1227.

FOR SALE: Porsche collapsible spare tire and rim in good condition from 1983 944. $75.00 Brian (360) 620-1227.
To submit an ad for the Auto Platz, please send information to OPR-BRIAN@LIVE.COM.
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Trivia Question:
The November issue of the Panorama stated
that the final Targa Florio championship
race was held on the Isle of Sicily in 1973.
The winning car was a prototype Porsche.
What model was it?

Answer to the previous Trivia Question:
Which Walter Glockler inspired Porsche
model is considered to be the first true
competition car designed and built by the
Porsche factory? The model 550
Have a caption? Send to OPR-BRIAN@LIVE.COM
.

Prior Caption – Santa says he got run over by a light pole.
It happened along one Christmas Eve.
He’d been drinkin’ too much eggnog.
As for me and the officer - we believe.

Porsche Crossword Challenge
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DOWN
1. 1 ever F1 GP win
2. ‘Peoples’ wagen
3. French 24 hr. race
4. Research Center
5. Home of The Ring
6. HQ of Porsche
7. Ferdinand II
8. Type 986
ACROSS
1. Creator of the Four
Cam Carrera engine
2. 1950s racing boss
3. German city where
the 901 debuted in ‘63
4. Last name for
Lucky Hans
5. A Sports Car Club
6. 911 removable top
7. A 1968 rally won
by Vic Elford
8. Ferdinand III
st

7

(Answers revealed in next issue)
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GOODBY 2012 - HELLO 2013!

Olympic Peninsula Region/Porsche Club of America
P.O. Box 3572
Silverdale, WA 98383

