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Nor’Wester Newsletter 

Nor’Wester is the official newsletter of the Olympic Peninsula Region of the 
Porsche Club of America and is published bimonthly .  Opinions  
expressed are those of the authors and do not necessarily constitute opinions 

of the  Porsche Club of America, Olympic Peninsula Region, the Board of 
Directors or the Nor’Wester Editor.  Articles and photographs by  OPR mem-
bers are encouraged and should be submitted to the Nor’Wester Editor, Gloria 
Mellon (geesluwez@comcast.net) no later than the 15th of the month prior to 
publication. 

Classifieds (50 words or less) are free for OPR & PCA members, must be 
Porsche related and typically  run for two months.  Please send submissions to  
The Nor’Wester Editor. $15 for non-PCA members. 
Commercial Advertising is accepted at the following rates for 2010, paid in 
advance.  Checks should be made payable to “OPR-PCA” and given to Bob 

Becken or mailed to P.O. Box 3572, Silverdale, WA 98383-3572.  Ads may 
be submitted electronically  (jpg, gif, tif, pdf) to geesluwez@comcast.net.  If 
your add is larger than 10MB in size, then it  will  need to be submitted in  
printed format or mailed on CD-ROM.  We are always looking to  expand  our 
Advertisers – please spread the word to any  business owners that you think 

may  be interested.  Contact Bob Olbrych Robert.olbrych@yahoo.com 

 If  you use an advertiser’s services, please be sure to let them 
know you saw their ad in our newsletter. 
   

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

OPR Website can be viewed at http://www.opr-pca.org/.   
Articles,  photos, and classified ads are gladly accepted by the 

Webmaster. 
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This picture was taken by Kip Sparber at his  
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Get Your Personalized  
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OPR pin on it!  
 

If you would like to order an 
Olympic Peninsula Region name 
tag, the cost is $20 each.  Just  
provide your check made out to 
“OPR-PCA” along with your 

name and Porsche model to Brian 
Forde’s attention at Olympic  
Peninsula  Region Porsche Club, 
P.O. Box 3572, Silverdale, WA 98383. 
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FROM THE EDITOR: 
Gloria Mellon 

 

FROM THE PRESIDENT:  
John James 

I  would like to talk to all of the readers about the support we give to each other especially within this magazine we 
call “The Nor’Wester”.  We are beginning to see more and more articles about our people and their experiences 

owning Porsches.  It might surprise you that every writer swears that they cannot write.  Each one declares their  

efforts at writing articles was a pain-staking attempt to try to draw in the reader.   What do you say to that?  I say, 

as always, just tell the story.  I don’t think I have ever read an article that I felt was just a waste of my time to read.  

Thank goodness for that because sometimes in preparing The Nor’Wester to go to print, I have to read these  
articles 7 or 8 times.  And believe it or not, I really don’t like reading, at least not for pleasure.  The thought of 

picking up an actual book, gives me an overwhelming sense of incompetence, the sense that it won’t be able to 

hold my attention span long enough to get to the end.  And that makes me so glad that the articles come in the form 

of an interesting “Reader’s Digest” format.  Based on that, I am amazed that I’m the Editor… 

Anyway, back to the point.  We turn every page looking for new, yet familiar stories.  We look for advice on ways 
to make our cars operate better or just to see what’s going on in the OPR.  Take a look at the article Bob Becken 

wrote on the purchase of his first P-car or Brian Forde’s experience at the Portland Swap Meet.   Look at Maryann 

Elwell’s in-depth report of what there is to do socially.  After reading this newsletter, I hope that you’ll feel  

compelled to tell your story.  There is something for everyone especially if you tell your stories .  Are you ready to 

submit an article yet?  You know how to reach me... 

                    Some folks, because of their up-bringing or perhaps their careers, tend to lecture to others as a matter of 
course. My up-bringing--except for my "older" sister, was not a lecturing culture, but my career was with the military, 

teaching at PLU, and to some extent my years with the Russell Investment Group. Since the Olympic Peninsula  

Region is  first and foremost a club run in a democratic (small "d" so as  not to be confused with the National 

Party) manner, I hope you will bear with me while I lecture all of us, myself included, on a topic we should all be  

embracing----OPR's Goodie Store!! 
  

Jon Wyman, our Goodie Store Chair has put together a fine package of hats, shirts, jackets, tank tops, etc. Yet, most of 

us have not opened up our checkbooks and bought anything from our vendor. Well, I'm taking the first step and will 

be placing my order tomorrow for a couple of jackets and some tee's. What better way to show your pride in our club 

then to "advertise" that OPR is out there in the Peninsula. Walking around at a car show in a Cabela's hunting jacket 
just doesn't cut it when the competition--Vettes, hot rod clubs, etc---are proudly displaying their heritage! So lets 

loosen up the checkbooks and hit the Goodie Store's order page. 

  

As our club continues to grow in membership, we need to make sure we run the club effectively from a financial  

perspective. To make sure we do, at the March Board/Member meeting, we appointed Bob Becken our Treasurer to 
form a Budget Committee to insure our club is fiscally responsible and we are applying our resources in a manner that 

represents the wishes of OPR's membership. The good news is the prior officers and board have done an excellent job 

running the club. But, just because it isn't broken, doesn't mean we can't improve how we manage the club. Stay tuned 

for more info on this committee's work or better yet, come out to one of the monthly dinners to find out first hand! 

  
In closing, please take a close look at the social calendar and come on out to one of the many OPR's events. OPR is a 

great group of friendly folks--and the rides are pretty nice too. 

  

John James 

President 
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OLYMPIC PENINSULA REGION—PORSCHE CLUB OF AMERICA 
Board Meeting Minutes— March 10, 2010 

The meeting was called to order at 7:05pm by President John James at the Airport Diner, Bremerton Airport.   
Board Members Present: President John James, Vice President Brian Forde, Treasurer Bob Becken, Secretary Dan Kalinski 

and Member at Large, Keith Mellon,  
Members Present:  Bill Elwell, Debbie Raphael, Randy (corrected from Brisden) Baisden, Jeff Smith, Warren/Grace Stoner, 

Kip Sparber. Brooks/Barbara Hanford, Gloria Mellon, Bob Olbrych, Dick Brown. 
 

BOARD MEMBER AND CHAIR REPORTS 
President:  John James: Another good turnout. Minutes are accepted as written so moved by Barbara Brooks.  Grace Stoner, 3rd 

place for participation and received her award. 

Vice President:  Brian Forde: None. 

Secretary:  Dan Kalinski: None. 

Treasurer:  Robert Becken:  Copies of his report were distributed to members present.  Again financially fit with $3,815.97.  

Club is doing reasonably well. 

Member at Large :  Keith Mellon:  None 

Membership Chair: Gloria Mellon: A total of 245 members, 136 as primary and 107 as family/affiliate members. 
Newsletter Editor: Gloria Mellon:  She requests that everyone get their copy/photos to her as soon as possible so she can get it 

to the printer and avoid any undue stress.  Please be sure to get this information into our Editor ASAP.  She suggested that each 

member write an article about their first  Porsche.  Can also be anything about the car (Porsche) that they own or any interesting 

article.  Bottom line is to keep the articles coming.   
Social/Events: Maryann Elwell: Not Present.  By John James:  Chili Cook Off over 30 people and 15 cars in  
attendance an excellent turn out thanks to (changed from Keith) Bill and Maryann Elwell.  Gimmick Rally Sunday, March 21st.  

See the news letter for instructions.  Bring a digital camera; t ickets/accidents will get you disqualified.  Expect to have lots of 

fun.  The meeting time/place is: 9:30, Olympic McDonalds at Gig Harbor.  Tour will end in Silverdale.    
Important Car show is the Uptown Car Show on (wrong date May 22nd)  July 31st.  The Porsche Club will be  the featured  

Marque for the show. 

Website : Bill Elwell:   Gets in updates from time to time. 

Goodie Store:  Have hats and cups to sell. 

Advertising: Bob Olbrych: Will be asking for money again from the advertisers.  

Technical/Speed:  Randy Baisden: Nothing new.  Jeff Smith:  Last month’s events went well.  19th of March at Bremerton is a 

track day sponsored by IRDC.  See the web site for more detailed information times and locations. 

OLD BUSINESS:  

Name Tags: 12 pins remaining.  Costs are rising. See the sheet given out by Brian on associated costs. 

NEW BUSINESS: 
Budget Committee: Motion by Bob Becken- Develop a budget committee for the next fiscal year to look at where we want to 

spend the funds.  What will be the authorization process?  All expenditures would need to have board approval. Need to iden-
tify where the money is being spent and what to spend the funds on.  Debbie Raphael, Brooks Hanford and Warren Stoner vol-

unteered to head up the committee.  Motion was carried.  Note: President John James sent an e-mail to the board discussing the 

legality of this proposed budget committee.  Please see John for more information. 
Lapels Pins: Need to be ordered.  Motion made to buy 100.  Motion was carried.  Motion on pricing to be raised to $20 for the 

new pins nametags.  Motion for increased price was carried.  Pin portion of name tag for $10 now.  The motion was carried.  
Porsches On The Pier Tee Shirt:  Gloria Mellon suggested to sell them for $15or $20 with our logo. Tee Shirts can be a stock 

item or an event generated order.  A sample will be brought to the next meeting. 

Charity Car Show: (Father’s Day) Club will want to double the number of cars this year.  Ask about having a honey bucked 
for the event.  Need to reserve 25 slots for our club then open up to other clubs.  Need to find out the total number of cars for 

the show. 

Port Ludlow Car Show:  31st of July.  There will be several other clubs participating this year.  Any ideas please get them to 

Bob Olbrych.   

Meeting was adjourned at 7:54pm. 

Dan Kalinski, Secretary 
 

NEXT BUSINESS MEETING IS APRIL 14th AT AIRPORT DINER, 8830 HWY 3.  MEETING STARTS AT 7PM, COME 

EARLY TO ORDER DINNER.  
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OLYMPIC PENINSULA REGION—PORSCHE CLUB OF AMERICA 
Board Meeting Minutes— April 14, 2010 

The meeting was called to order at 7:05pm by President John James at the Airport Diner, Bremerton Airport. 

Board Members Present: President John James, V.P. Brian Forde, Treasurer Bob Becken, and Past President 

Maryann Elwell 

Members Present:  Bill Elwell, Gloria Mellon, Brooks and Barbara Hanford, Kip Sparber, Anne Hoey, Bob  

Olbrych, Dick Brown, Jon Wyman, Stephen Dadabo, and Tina and JR Leaman. 

BOARD MEMBER AND CHAIR REPORTS 

President:  President – John James: Welcome to new members JR and Tina Leaman. Correction to March meetings 

minutes - (Bill and Maryann Elwell, Porsche featured Marque July 31 at Uptown car show, Nametags @ $20 & Pins 

@ $10 each). Corrected minutes approved. USN Retired Capt. Brad Johnson was happy to have received the  

newsletter issue signed by club members and we wish him well in his battle against Lou Gehrig’s decease. Maryann 

Elwell has agreed to serve as the clubs safety chair during club events. Report on John’s recent experience with  
determining diminished value on a vehicle that was damaged by another driver and how Future Forensics was able 

to help him resolve that situation. 

Vice President:  Brian Forde: None. 

Secretary:  Dan Kalinski:  Not Present. 

Treasurer:  Robert Becken: Distributed Report -$3516.52 ending balance. Club has enough funds to cover  

estimated expenses for this year. Approx. 2/3 of club members have paid their dues for 2010. 

Member at Large:  Keith Mellon:  Not Present. 

Membership Chair: Gloria Mellon:  143 primary/109 affiliate members for a total of 252 members. Good turnout 

for the Pinewood Derby. 

Newsletter Editor: Gloria Mellon:  Please more pictures and articles, will be getting ready for printer this week. 

Social/Events: Maryann Elwell:  Upcoming tour this weekend. Armed Forces Day Parade May 15th - will meet up 

at Max RPM. Time will be announced when we know. It would be nice to have coffee and donuts before hand and 

Gloria and Keith have invited everyone to their house afterwards. May 16th – Tour to Olympia with catered BBQ 

lunch at Rick Black and Linda Ritchie’s house. See 2010 event calendar for other activities and details. 

Website: Bill Elwell:  None. 

Goodie Store:  Jon Wyman: Nothing new. Do we want event specific t-shirts? Open discussion. 

Advertising:  Bob Olbrycht:  Larson still not placing ads, but would like a relationship with them as they have been 

good to us in the past. Please send all advertising leads to Bob to contact on behalf of the club. 

Technical:  Randy Baisden:  Not Present. 

Speed:  Jeff Smith Not present, but wish him well in Portland. 

OLD BUSINESS : 

Budget Committee:  Bob Becken distributed report from Budget Committee meeting - open discussion of club  

procedures and alternatives for operating club. 

NEW BUSINESS: 

None 

 

Meeting Adjourned at 8:42 pm 

Brian Forde on behalf of the Secretary. 

 

NEXT BUSINESS MEETING IS ON MAY 12th. 
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TECHNOLOGY ON THE ROAD   
By Bill Elwell 

 

I don’t know what I’m doing different lately.  This is the  
second straight issue that I’ve been able to write about a topic 

suggested by a reader.  Maybe I’m finally getting enough  
fiber in my diet.  Who knows?  Anyway, I was asked to  

explain the difference between regular and synthetic oil and 

which we should use in our cars.  This is rarely a dull topic, 

so why not?   

To start , let’s talk about what oil does.  Oil’s number one job 

is to lubricate the moving parts in the engine.  This reduces 
friction and minimizes wear.  Oil also has a roll in cooling the 

engine.  Oil’s role here is more important in air cooled  

engines.  Oil holds dirt , debris, and combustion by-products 
in suspension until they can be filtered out or removed when 

you change the oil.  Oil coats metals parts minimizing  

oxidation.  That’s not a complete list  but it  hits the  
highlights.  Oil has to perform these tasks for thousands of 

miles, at  engine speeds from idle to thousands of RPM’s, and 

from  temperatures well below zero up to hundreds of degrees 

Fahrenheit . 

What’s in motor oil you ask?  80% of most motor oils, give 

or take, is base stock.  Base stock is the slippery oily stuff  
we all associate with motor oil.  Base stock can be  

petroleum-based or synthetic.  The petroleum-based stuff is 
refined from crude oil.  If you want more detail on this, dig 

up my piece a few years back on where gasoline comes from.  

Synthetic stock is a material that has very similar properties 
to petroleum stock, but is synthesized in a chemical process 

that starts with either olefin or esters. 

The stuff in the remaining 20% is called the additive package 
and it  fine tunes the properties of the final product.  You’ll 

find a laundry list of stuff in here including viscosity  

modifiers that improve viscosity at low and high  
temperatures, friction modifiers to reduce friction, dispersants 

to keep contaminants from dropping out of suspension and 

forming sludge, detergents to keep things clean, corrosion 
inhibitors, and much, much more.  Told you it was a laundry 

list . Between the choices of base stock and additive  

packages, chemists can craft  oils optimized for very specific  

applications or for general use. 

If you go shopping for oil you should look for two things.  
First , look for the American Petroleum Institute's (API) 

"starburst" and "donut” logos.  There are still a few oils out 

there that aren’t API certified.  In the API symbol you’ll see 
the viscosity rating of the oil and “API SERVICE” followed 

by a couple letters.  You’ll want to look for the letters  

“SM” which is API’s highest rating for oils  

designed for gasoline engines. 

The weight ratings or grades of oil are a measure of the  

viscosity or thickness of the oil.  This system of grading was  
established by the Society of Automotive Engineers (SAE).  

I’ve only got enough space here to give you a very  

abbreviated education on this system.   

Those of us that once used 8-track tape players will recall  

single weight oils.  You can still buy the stuff but it’s starting 
to get rare.  A single weight oil doesn’t contain viscosity 

modifiers and is graded with a single number (0W, 5W, 10W, 

15W, 20W, 25W, 20, 30, 40, 50, and 60 – the higher the  
number the thicker the oil).  The “W” stands for “winter” (not 

weight).  The “W” is a throwback to the days when all  

oils were single weight.  Oils rated with a “W” are tested at 
lower temperature and therefore means you used those in the 

winter. 

Along came viscosity modifiers which allowed oils to operate 
in a wider range of temperatures.  These oils have the familiar 

two number rating system. (e.g. 10W-30)  So a 10W-30 oil 

would pass the tests for both the 10W winter grade and the 
heavier 30 grade.  Translated to practical terms, that oil 

would have the viscosity of a light 10W oil at  lower tempera-

tures (when you start  your car) yet the viscosity of a 30 grade 
oil when the engine warmed up.  This is a big deal since we 

want our oil to flow easily when we first start  our cars, but we 

don’t want to lose the benefits of the thicker oil once the  

engine warms up. 

Enough theory.  Let’s try to answer some questions.  Does it 
matter if I use a petroleum-based or synthetic oil?  Well, it 

depends.  Hands down, an ester-based synthetic oil will flow 

better at low temperatures and operate at higher temperatures 
than a petroleum-based oil.  But does that matter?  Many 

folks claim reduced engine wear.  Others claim extended oil 

change intervals.  The only unbiased study I could find was 
done on a large taxi fleet in New York City.  The results 

showed no advantage for synthetic oil.  The study noted that 

while taxis logged a lot of miles, they didn’t see extremes of 
heat or lots of cold engine starts and those are areas where 

synthetics would shine.  Based on the data I could find, 

unless I drove in extremes of temperature, drove lots of short 
trips or drove at the track, I wouldn’t see the need to spend 

the money for synthetic.  What do I use in my cars?  I put 

synthetic in the Porsches and the BMW.  Cheap insurance.  
My truck gets conventional motor oil.  With all that said,  

if in doubt, check your owner’s manual and use what the 

manufacturer recommends. 

As a note of interest, here in the US you can’t tell if an oil is 

all synthetic or not just from the use of the term “synthetic”.  
In the late 90’s Mobil Oil sued Castrol over their use of the 

term “Syntec Full Synthetic”.  You see, Syntec Full Synthetic 

is made from a high grade petroleum base stock.  High grade 
petroleum base stock is nearly as good as olefin derived  

synthetic base stock.  Anyway,  Mobil lost the suit  which 

opened the door for companies selling product in the  

US to label their oil as synthetic whether  it’s a blend or not 

(continued on page 21) 



   Volume 10,  No. 3                                                                                        9                                                                                  May/June 2010  

 
 

 

TRACK & RACING INFO 
by Jeff Smith 

 

Our track and racing season is here and going strong, ready or 
not.   I’m writing on the eve and morning of heading to  

Portland for the first  944 Cup race of the season.  Am I ready?  
Well, ready enough. There always seems to be more to do to 

the race car.   I’ll just say, I’m finding out it  is very true what I  

was told before I starting racing.  Racing is many hours of 
working on your race car for every hour on track.   But don’t 

get me wrong.  That’s the reality, if you love the  

excitement and challenge of racing it’s worth it .   

The first  Autocrosses and T ime Trials happened successfully  

during March and April. Surprisingly large numbers turned 

out for Club Trails (t imed runs on the SCCA road racing 
course for street and autocross cars, meant for those thinking      

about or transitioning to racing, or trying full speed track driv-

ing).  So many cars that we had to split them into two groups 
to fit them on the track!   Nice seeing so many drivers taking  

advantage of a great local opportunity. I’m hoping to see some 

of them out racing in the future.    

OPR member Bill Bonsell attended the SCCA Road Racing 

School in Portland in March, so he is now officially on the 

path to a SCCA Competition License as well as an ICSCC 
License.   The SCCA and ICSCC  have different requirements.   

For ICSCC you have to complete their school, then  
successfully race in  3 ‘Novice’ races in a separate class of 

only novice drivers before they license you.  After that you 

can enter races with the experienced racers.   Bill’s first 
ICSCC novice race is May 1st.  Good racing Bill!  For SCCA, 

you must complete  t wo  r acing schoo ls and  

then successfully  complete two regular races under a Novice  
Permit before being awarded a license.  Those two   

organizations have different approaches with different pros 

and cons.  Both watch your first  racing closely before  
licensing you, for proper driving, awareness, safety, and such. 

Even after your licensing, they will penalize you and/or  

pull your license for rules infractions and unsafe or  
unsportsmanlike conduct.   After all it’s not CrashCar, um… I 

mean NASCAR.   Just a joke NASCAR fans, but we try not to 

wreck our cars.       

Nicole Avila, George’s daughter, is getting involved.   She did 

very well and had a great experience at Teen Street  
Survival course in March.  Now she is taking PCA Driver 

Skills April 17 and SCCA Performance Driving School  

May 2nd.   It’s awesome seeing a new teen driver developing 
such good skills right from the beginning.   Very smart!   And 

she’ll have a lot of fun! 

Myself, I’m breaking more parts.   Last t ime on track I  
exploded a CV joint during Track Trials.   Big bang coming 

through a corner, then no more forward drive.   No on-track 

drama.  Just had to coast off to side of track and wait to be 
towed back in.  End of day for me.   But that’s racing.   Some 

have jokingly told me I’m finally driving hard enough to break 

stuff.   I’ll take that as a positive.  But maybe I should start 
packing more spare parts?    So, it’s a rush to repair more stuff 

and get to the next race.   Then rinse and repeat!  

Here’s a suggestion.  Consider volunteering if you’re  

interested in any driving/speed activity, be it  autocross,  

driving schools, track driving, racing or whatever.    Almost 
all are put on with volunteers and we always need many kinds 

of help.  From background jobs like registration or waivers at 

the gate, to pit and grid workers, corner workers, technical 
inspections, safety workers.   Whatever you do, like most  

volunteering, it is personally rewarding and greatly  

appreciated.  You get to see and experience real stuff, up close 
and personal.   Some events even provide lunch.  I’ve done a 

few of the jobs, most recently Pit  Marshall at  the  

6-hour Endurance Race in Seattle.  That was an interesting 
experience, monitoring and ensuring the teams made safe and 

legal pit  stops and pit  work.   Humm…,   maybe I’ll try  

endurance racing someday?   And that’s the problem with  
volunteering.  You may find something you like!  And then it 

starts…. the slippery slope. 

Local Upcoming Events  

May   2  – Time Trials, SCCA, Bremerton 

May 29 – Autocross #3, PNWR PCA, Bremerton 

May 29 – Driver Skills, PNWR PCA, Bremerton 

May 30 – Autocross School, BSCC, Bremerton 

May 31 – Autocross #3, BSCC, Bremerton 

May 29-31 – 944 Cup Racing @ SCCA Double National, 

Seattle 

June 10 – Driver Education, PNWR PCA, Seattle 

June 12 – Driver Skills, Women’s Day PNWR PCA, 

Bremerton 

June 12 – Autocross #4, PNWR PCA, Bremerton 

June 13 – Autocross #4, BSCC, Bremerton 

June 11-13 – 944 Cup Racing @ Rose Cup, Portland 
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I'M HOT!  Well, if no one else thinks so, my displaced 
toilet seat does.  Not only did I win the used,  

unprotected covered toilet seat trophy for the honor 

of best chili of 2010, I "dethroned" the second place and 

now past champion, Gloria Mellon. By winning the 

spicy competition, I also received the honor of writing 
the article describing my victory over some fantastic 

chili challengers. 

The winning chili is best described as a southwest  

albino chili that member Jeffrey Chappell (standing in 

the photo above on the right with my wife Anna) said 
tasted like a chili flavored chicken pot pie.  Coming in 

third is the delectable stomach churning, bowel turning, 

March 6th competition was John Keller.  All of the  

chilies were phenomenal, as can be attested by the fact 

that all of them had been eaten by the end of the night.  I 
have now returned home from the event that was  

attended by more than 30 people and have sat down in 

front of the computer.  So, as I write this, I am having 

my desert of Tums while still enjoying the after taste of 

some fine chili concoctions.  Let us also not forget the 
corn breads and pastries that were also present at this 

Chili Cook-Off, items that members brought to give our 

pallets a rest period before proceeding to the next chili 

taste test.  Without those folks, I would not have been 

able to taste all of the fine delicacies that were cooked 

for the event.   

Thank all of you for thoughts and food.  For those of 

you that missed this well attended cook-off, you missed 
a great time!  Thank you Bill and MaryAnn for carrying 

on this fine tradition in your abode.  I look forward to 

all challengers  next year so bring your best and we'll all 

enjoy.  Until then you may view my toilet seat trophy 

located in my residential man room (pictures may be 

taken upon request).    
 

Kip Sparber, author 

Group photo taken by Bill Elwell 

from the roof of his garage! 
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GO FOR THE GOLD RALLY 
By Jeb Thornburg 

"Did we win?" posed my enthus iasti c 10-year-old  

navigator upon arriving at the Red Robin finish of the March 21st 
“Go for the Gold Rally”.  "Well, as a matter of fact Tate,  

I do believe that we won for youngest combined age."  "That's 
cool!" he replied.  I was glad to get off so easy, as I had  

originally invited Tate due to his advanced intellect.  Of the 15+ 
enthusiastic teams, I would estimate we arrived between 12th or 

13th place but wasn’t sure if there was refined judging that deep. 

The first sign of trouble for our team was at an  intersection in the 

general area of Purdy, I think.  We were coming away from that  
@#$! fish hatchery with 3 cars directly in front of us.  Oh, this is 

going to be easy, we will just go the way of the majority;  
statistically that will certainly put us on a sure path to victory.  You 

can imagine our dismay as the  following scene played out in front  
of us; red Boxster goes right, blue Boxster goes straight, Black 911 

goes left.   

"Oy, Tate, any good ideas?" 

"The guy in first place went right, follow him?" 

"Tate, I like your logic!" 

Now, I'm not sure but I’m going to imagine that by strict Rally rules 
following someone else would NOT technically be considered  

legal.  However I'm pretty sure that the likelihood of anyone in our 
classi fication, (youngest  combined age), protesting later would be 

pretty low.   Oh, and the torture of that little black nav screen  
staring at us the entire drive, beckoning us to take just a little peek!  

Fortunately, my impressionable and innocent young navigator 

served me well as “moral compass” too.  

Alas, we found our groove and really started enjoying our spirited 
and scenic drive to the Bremerton International Airport.  I am  

speci fically including the word International, as that is what it said 
on our map.  I say it here as more of a question than a noun, but  

anyway, we did have some basic familiarity with where it is  
located, versus that @#$! fish hatchery.  However, having not 

driven to BIA from Purdy before we found it, well, scenic.   

Leaving BIA, the sun came out and our spirits were raised.  We 

opened the sunroof and we were (prematurely) filled with the pride 
of our forthcoming glory as we saw not one, but two teams still 

headed out t o  the ai rport  as  we headed back  
toward Silverdale and the final roundup of waypoints.   

Certainly a sign of our navigational superiority. 

With the roar of our beauti ful flat six serenading us, we were count-

ing our Gold!  However, trouble lie ahead… a certain team driver 
was  a bi t t oo enthus i as ti c about  his  pre-ral l y  

coffee/caffeine intake, and the downside of hyper attentiveness   
and enthusiasm meant we would have to choose  between  certain   

gold, and well, the alternative.  I want to publically  apologize  
to Tate here and now for dropping our team from a  

certain 1st place finish to 12th-ish due to this rookie’s pre-race faux 

pas.   

Upon racing out of the Denny’s bathroom my trusted co-pilot was 
now more of a clock watcher than a navigator.  With a tick and  

a tock ringing in our ears we were stressed because neither  

one of us was totally 

sure where MAXRPM 
was!  Sorry Alex, we 

decided to take our 
lumps and skip that 

one.  Later, at lunch, 
that miss drew a few 

laughs as we learned 
that if we’d been in the 

club more than say,  
one day we would  

definitely know where 

Alex’s shop is.   

The Yacht Club Broiler 
was next to last on  

our target list and  
fortunately Tate knew 

that was located right 
by his Grandma Judy’s  

doctor’s office.  

“Awesome, great !  

Where is Grandma 
Judy’s doctor’s office?” “Uh….”.  That minor glitch aside we  

deduced that a yacht club would be near the water, which narrowed 
it down enough in Silverdale to check it off pretty quickly.  With 

Red Robin in sight we made the most critical decision (read  
mistake) of our budding Rally careers…  Do we go for the Kitsap 

Fairgrounds with time running out, or do we take the miss penalty 
and go straight to Victory Row?  Let’s just say that on an average 

Sunday there appears to be over 300 simultaneous little league 
games taking place at KC Fairgrounds, along with a parade of at  

least 500  pedestrians crowding the crosswalks. 

Finally, backing into a row of 15 shiny Porsche’s still brought a 

childish glee to the both of us, as for a moment, we wistfully forgot  
the reality of the agony of our defeat.  Encouraged again, we saw at  

least 2 other cars pulling in behind us, and lived with the hope that 
certainly most of the cars ahead of us must have skipped at least  

hal f the waypoints to have arrived so soon.  Alas, it was not to be.  
Tate and I watched longingly as the grandiose trophies were  

presented to swarthy winners. I explained to Tate that the 
“Youngest Combined Age Trophy” would not be presented to us 

here, so as not to embarrass some of our more senior competitors.   

We were interested to hear that the winning team included Kip 

Sparber, who was actually a former County Sheriff and his wife 
Anna.  Now I’m going to call home-field advantage on that team for 

sure.  Tate and I would like to formally challenge that team to a 
rematch on Bainbridge where we can beat them to the Pub and to 

that hidden salmon spawning stream all day long. 

Tate and I will be back, and oh yeah baby we’re buying a Gazetteer!   

Team “Arctic C2S” consists of Jeb Thornburg, a middle aged  
Bainbridge Island Architect working on his 4th Porsche, and Tate  

Province a 5th grader and avid car nut, who hopes to be working on 

his 4th Porsche by middle age too! 
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MY FIRST PORSCHE 
by Bob Becken 

My first Porsche just kinda happened. My folks were 
visiting my then wife and myself shortly after I got it.   

My mom asked my oldest son, Alex (about 6 years old 

at the time) where it came from. Alex replied “Don’t 

know, it just showed up one day”.  The thought about 

Porsches had been percolating in my head for years. I  
had known people who had had them.  One friend had a 

912.  Another had a 914.  I had taken a used 924 for a 

test drive back in the late 70’s, but ended up with a 

240z instead.  I had always been a bit intrigued with the 

914-6.  Had another friend in college that gave me a 
ride in his 72, 911S through the side streets of Boise, 

that still makes me nervous to this day.  As the years 

rolled by the thought of getting one slowly ebbed.  It  

resurfaced briefly when Tom Cruise took one for a ride 

in Risky Business – “Who’s the U-boat captain?” 
I got my Corvette after the boy’s mother said she didn’t  

want to have kids.  The month after I got the Vette, she 

got pregnant.  After Zach arrived, I used to tease her 

that since she got a second kid, I should get a second 

car.  Eventually she quit rolling her eyes and kind of 
agreed.  With two kids, another 2 seat sports car was 

out of the question.  I had always liked the look of the 

1967 Malibu SS.  I started buying books on the  

Chevelle and leaving them on the coffee table for her  

to “notice”.  Slowly my plan started to work.  The  
conversation shifted from “if” to “when” we got one.  

One afternoon we were on Highway 3, headed  

to Poulsbo.  We were coming up on the last exit to 

Silverdale when a Porsche whizzed by us in the left 

lane – black and beautiful with a whale tail.  Amy said 
“Get a Malibu if you want to, but I like that”.  I may be 

an idiot, but I’m not stupid – now I had a green light! 

I started doing my research. I began to discover which  

Porsches had the worst problems – they all have 
“issues”.  Pre-1984 and you had the exploding air box 

of the SC.  Some of them had issues with the cases and 

others with the head bolts.  After 1984, The Carrera 3.2 

seemed to be a more  reliable car.  I narrowed my 

search to those models.  I found one in Canada of all 
places – in Victoria.  After some conversations with the 

owner, I drove my truck to Port Angeles and rode the 

ferry across to lay my eyes on what he had.  One look 

and the test drive was all it took.  I then started my  

research on what it took to import a car from Canada.   I  
talked to a number of custom officials to find out what 

docs were needed and what the procedure was for 

bringing car into the States.  I discovered that the car 

had been delivered new to California and then taken to 

Canada at some point after that. There seemed to be 
some disagreement as to duty fees.  Some said that 

since the car had been originally delivered to the US, it 

could be brought in again for free.  Others didn’t agree.  

The other concern I had was about ownership. What if 

it was hot?  I had the VIN # ran and it didn’t show up as  
stolen.  A price was agreed upon and a day chosen.  

I got dropped off at the Ferry terminal in Bremerton, 

caught a taxi into downtown Seattle and got a ride to 

Lake Union.  There I took a float plane to Victoria.  I  

met the soon-to-be ex-owner of my Porsche, waiting for 
me after I cleared customs.  We went to a place to have 

the bill of sale notarized and I gave him a Certified 

check and left him as I started home. 

I took the Ferry from Victoria to Vancouver.  I  locked 

my car and went up to the passenger area to have a 
beer.  It was then that I discovered that the Canadians  

don’t sell beer on their ferries.  What’s up with that, eh?  

I had been reading the newspaper for about 5 minutes  

when the announcement came over the loudspeaker 

“Will the owner of the Black Porsche please return to 
the car deck, your alarm is going”.  Yes!  That’s my 

car!  I  got a Porsche!  With a big smile I returned to the 

car deck, where I attempted to figure out how to turn 

the alarm off. 

I had talked to the Custom people at the border crossing 

I had chosen to use, days earlier to double check the 

procedure and know exactly what I would need to clear 

customs.  With great anticipation I strode into the office 

and proudly proclaimed that I had bought a car in  

Canada and wished to bring it into the States. 
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Martin & Teri Peterson 

 

 

They proceeded to examine my paper work and compute 
the duty to import.  Everything was going quite well and 

I was feeling quite proud in having anticipated all  

eventualities.  That is until I was told to move it to the  

inspection area where they could search it. Search my 

car?  For some reason, this hadn’t occurred to me.  I  
suddenly realized that I didn’t have a clue as to what 

might be hidden where.  What might have slipped  

between the seats, years ago?  What might have been 

“forgotten” by a previous owner?  The next 15 minutes 

drug on forever!  Finally they said “You can go now 
Soon I was back on I-5 headed south.  It was a warm 

day and I attempted to figure out the ventilation system 

on a 1986 Carrera.  I had the car for about 3 years  

before I got rid of it and by the end I got reasonably 

good at operating the system – but it took a LONG time 
to get there.  Three levers on the dash, two more on  

either side of the emergency brake and some twist knobs 

that made fans whirl somewhere (even though no air 

ever seemed to move).  But knowledge of all this was 

still in the future.  At the moment all I knew was I 
wanted some air circulating.  I  did see a knob near the 

window that looked promising.  When I pulled it, I  
discovered that it was the release for the gas door.  Now 

I looked as cool as those idiots who have shut their door 

on the seat belt, leaving it to bang on the ground.  A 

quick stop to get fuel fixed that problem and it gave me 

time to look at the owner’s manual to see if I could 
make sense out of all the knobs and levers that seemed 

to operate the ventilation system. 

I was almost to the ferry terminal in Edmonds when I 

got my first headlight flash.  I knew I should return the 

gesture, but wasn’t certain how to operate the lighting 
system either – I just stuck my hand out the sunroof and 

waved.  I had figured out that switch. 

A few days later I was cruising down 6th Street in  

Bremerton when I noticed a complex of yellow  

buildings that said MAXRPM.  There were Porsches 
parked out front.  Given I didn’t own a metric wrench 

and didn’t have a clue about German cars; I thought 

there might be important people to know inside. I 

stopped and at the same time, started a whole new  

adventure 



   Volume 10,  No. 3                                                                                        14                                                                                  May/June 2010  

 

         
 
Welcome,     
 

        We are happy  for your interest in the 2nd Annual Port Ludlow Days Car Show. 
This year the registration is open for clubs and individuals and is on-line at 
www.portludlowtoday .com. Registration is limited to the first 100  cars and will 
begin on May  1st.    
         Upon arrival you will be directed where to park your vehicle. Please complete 

your registration and pick up your packet at the tent. The $25.00 registration fee  
includes two breakfast meal tickets in the Port Ludlow Inn & two lunch meal  
ickets from the vendor booths. An addit ional $5.00 can be donated to the Port 
Ludlow Days Car Show designated Charity . Cash and checks are accepted. The 
packet contains; the dash plaque, participant ballot form, window identification 

card, meal vouchers,  and various items from our sponsors. The line up begins at 
9:00AM and the award presentation is at 4:00PM. There will be an evening  
musical program on the lower stage with food and beverages available. This is an 
additional cost event. 
         The window card must be completed and on the vehicle to be considered for  

an award. Please return your completed ballot by  1:00PM. This year we will have a  
mid-day  Gimmick Rally  beginning at 1:30PM for two hours. If you plan to  
participate, please be at the Start/Stop location by  1:20PM. Prizes will be awarded 
for this event. If you are selling a vehicle, there is a special car corral to provide 
greater visibility . All corrals will be patrolled but we still suggest you lock up 

valuables when you leave the area. Any issues and concerns can be addressed by 
the staff in the registration tent.  

Once again, we welcome you to Port Ludlow. We hope you have a wonderful 
day  and an enjoyable event. 

13th Annual  
Cruise the Narrows 
Goes Uptown 

Saturday, July 31st 2010 
8:00 AM to 3:00 PM 
Uptown Gig Harbor 
4701 Pt. Fosdick Dr. 
Gig Harbor, WA 

Open to all types of cars 
Dash Plaques * Door Prizes *Trophi es 
$15.00 entry donation at  the gate 

 
Free to spec tators!  Vintage boats, travel trailers and  

Special i nteres t items welcome. 
 

Music Provided by Mad Hatter Productions 

Trophies awarded in over 30 categories!  
 

Founder's Choice * Bad to the Bone * Bes t 4X4 * Best Cus tom * Best  
Import * Best Flames * Best Motorcycl e * Best Muscle Car * Best Paint   
*Best Soundi ng Pipes  (Open) * Best Soundi ng Pipes  (Closed) * Best Stock *  

Best Truck *Favorite '30's * Favorite '40's * Favorite '50's * Favorite '60's, *  
Favorite '70's * Favorite '80's *Best Cor vette,*Most Unusual *  Bes t GM   
*Best Ford * Best Mopar * Best Orphan *  Bes t First Date *Most Photogenic *  
Best T-Bird * Best Mopar * Bes t Ford *  Bes t GM * Under 20 ( yrs) Cruiser 
(youth) and Cuz it’s Cool trophy awards 

 
This 13th Annual event hosted by the Gig  Harbor Cruisers 

Automotive Club; benefits our scholarship fund for young adults  
pursuing an advanced education in an automotive related field. 

 

For Driving Directions and More information: www.gigharborcruisers.org  
carshow@gigharborcruisers.org 

 

“WE ARE THE FEATURED CAR CLUB FOR THIS EVENT” 

Thanks for the support. I achieved my goal of 50,000  
vertical, actually 51+ a little. About 43 miles horizontally.  
Steven's Pass' Hope On The Slope 2010 event surpassed the  

published goal.  

Bremerton Ski Cruisers team did great. We surpassed our fund  
raising goal by 170% and place 7th in team fund raising  
standing.  There were over 700 skiers and boarders. The goal 
was to see how many vertical feet an individual could ski in 24 

hours, 0900 March 6 to 0900 March 7.  

Two of BSC skiers placed in the top five, 4th placed with 
168,XXX vertical feet and 5th place with 165,XXX vertical feet. 
"WOW" & I'm exhausted with only 51,XXX VF. Youth has it. 
Thanks  "AGAIN"  f or you r con tribu tion s . 

Dick Brown 

Port Ludlow 
Days  

Car Show 2010                                                                                          
Saturday, July 31st.         
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Each April for the 

last forty six years  
the antique auto 

clubs of Portland, 
Oregon have hosted 

a vintage auto parts 
swap meet at the 

Portland  Exposition 
Center (Expo Ctr), 

which is the second 
exit on the right just after you cross the Columbia River into Oregon. 

Within the last decade Portland International Raceway’s (PIR) auto 
parts swap meet has come into its own with more and more vendors  

each year. Since these two separate venues are almost right next to 
each other, and at the same time, we have a great opportunity to find 

treasures and more importantly meet car people. 

I have been a vendor at the Expo Ctr for the last few years, selling 

license plates, books and many of my old hemi engine parts. The 
Expo Ctr has both outdoor and indoor vendor facilities, which are 

quite modern. Outdoor areas are paved, so if it rains all a person has  
to do is step into one of the many large and well lit buildings.  

Parking is offsite for this event and buses shuttle people to and from 
parking areas at various nearby locations. This venue has a very  

organized feel to it with many professional vendors, centralized  
operations, a public announcement system, designated secure parts  

pickup areas and clean indoor bathrooms as well as maintained  
indoor eating facilities. A good strategy for this event is to take a 

wagon or cart to hold your newly purchased items as you shop. If 
purchases are large and heavy, hire a kid with a wagon or hand truck 

for $5.00 to follow you around and transfer goods to the designated 
pickup location where you can then drive in and load up. This event 

can be done in one day and is open Friday, Saturday and Sunday. 

PIR on the other hand is the wild-wild west of swap meets. Here 

there is no indoor swap meet facilities as the track itself is the venue. 
It is less regimented in layout, with vendors often camping on site at 

the track. Portable sani-can facilities are set at points around the 
track and infield, but either seems hit or miss. Food vendors are also 

somewhat lacking, less organized and quite expensive. There are few 
restrictions as to the operation of various forms of transportation 

during the event, so as you walk from stall to stall you need to be 
more aware of your surroundings. Paid parking is on site and  

generous, if you attend this venue drive to the track itself to park. It 
does not matter if you are a vendor or buyer, here you are at the 

mercy of the elements and other than the track’s paved surface all  
other areas turn to mud during poor weather, so dress according to 

conditions. Because of these factors you will find very few big time 
vendors here which means everything offered is far more negotiable 

and less regimented. All of these factors added together can give PIR 
a more festive and personable atmosphere. This event can be done in 

one day, but should be given two days if walking. PIR is open 

Thursday, Friday, Saturday and Sunday.  

Thursday for me was set up day at the Expo Ctr and once that was 
done I drove next door to PIR since it was opening day for business  

there. Among the many vendors I had the great pleasure to meet 
Gary Emory who had set up a small covered area in the infield. For 

those who are not aware Gary Emory and his son operate Parts   

Obsolete at their 50 acre property near McMinnville. They have a 

large shop with restoration and race prep facilities, a barn full of 
vintage 356 and 911 parts, as well as a barn full of race cars. He is 

very active in the 356 community and holds an annual Porsche 
Campout for VWs, 356s and 911s, which looks to be great fun. As I 

said PIR is less regimented, so Gary was set up this weekend to just 
be Gary from McMinnville. He was not representing Parts Obsolete 

as a vendor, which made the atmosphere very laid back and Gary 

brought some very cool Porsche stuff which was reasonably priced.  

A car I found for sale was a 1977 911 Targa (see picture) that was 
offered at $7500 and said to run well. It was painted a cinnamon red 

and appeared to be in fair condition with no apparent rust, just a  

couple of dings.  

Carrera Motors from Bend, had a trailer right across the aisle from 
me with plenty of Porsche related items offered at great   

discounts. They had a rack full of Porsche wheels, new and old  
calendars, hats, t-shirts and other  various Porsche memorabilia, 

parts and wheels.  

Inside another building I found a complete set of early 911/912 

wheel covers offered at $45.00 (see picture). When I asked the man 
in the booth what else he had Porsche related he showed me three 

914 engine cases and a transaxl e he brought to sell. He explained 
these were parts for an older 356 kit car proj ect he had had for some 

twenty years.  

I am sure that there were more Porsche people and more Porsche 

treasures to be found. The next annual event is scheduled for  
April 1-3, 2011. To stay overnight I recommend the Red Lion Inn at  

Janzen Beach. I was able to book a room with a view of the  
Columbia River, free parking and within walking distance to the 

Expo Ctr venue. I will be back next year in Hall C and I invite you 
to stop by to say hello if you can make the trip. Just look for the wall 

of license plates and I won’t be too far away. 

 

THE 2010 SWAP MEETS OF PORTLAND 
by 

Brian Forde 

 

Car Show 2010                                                                                          
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Note from the Social/Event Chair – Maryann Elwell 

HOW TO EARN POINTS #  POINTS EARNED 
Attend an OPR Ev ent 1 
Driv e Your Porsche 1 

Driv e > 50 Miles To Ev ent 1 

Write A Newsletter/Website Article 1 

Your Photo Used f or Newsletter/Website 1 

Getting Advertiser (including yourself) 1 

Getting New Member to Join 3 

Chair Social/Tech Session Ev ent 3 

Chair Tour/Rally Event 5 

Co-Chair an Ev ent 2 

 

 

 

As the rain is starting to become a thing of the past, our event schedule is starting to heat up.  As you'll notice,  
starting in May the car show season will be upon us.  Brian Forde has graciously volunteered to keep track of those 

who plan to attend the car shows in our region and will coordinate driving together as a group, so we can all park  

together.  Once you plan on attending a show, please e-mail him at opr-brian@live.com or call him (360) 692-2018. 

I would like to thank everyone who came out for the Chili Cookoff in March, especially those who made Chili.  I  

don't think we could have parked many more cars in our driveway.  Congratulations to our winners of the “Go for 
the Gold Rally”:  1st Place:  Brian Forde & June Moore, 2nd Place:  Kip Sparber & Anna Hoey, and 3rd Place:  

Brett Burroughs & Maryann Elwell.  Thanks to Randy Baisden and my husband, Bill, for doing a terrific job putting 

this fun event together; a great time was had by all.  In April, we had a very great turnout for the Silverdale Cub 

Scouts Pine Wood Derby.  We really made an impression with 10 Porsches compared to the 3 Corvettes that showed 

up.  Thank you Gloria for coordinating this event.  Our April Tour through the Kitsap Peninsula took us on some 

great roads and was quite a blast.  Thanks to Brett Burroughs for taking the time to plan our first tour of the season. 

Here are some upcoming events we have for May.  First is the Armed Forces Day Parade in Bremerton on Saturday 

May 15th, so sign up and support our local military members and their families.  We are trying to get at least one 

Service Member per military branch in uniform to ride with us in the parade, if you are a Service member or know 

someone who would like to ride with one of our members in the parade, please contact me.  Afterwards is a BBQ 
Potluck at Gloria’s house.  Then on Sunday May 16th, you won't want to miss our two-hour tour down to Olympia, 

ending at Rick and Linda Black's house for a catered BBQ lunch by Ramblin' Jacks BBQ with Pulled Pork, Beef 

Brisket, and all the fixin's.  Don't forget to send in your registration early for our Annual Charity Show and Shine, 

being held again on Father's Day at the Great Wolf Lodge since we are limited to 40 cars and will be inviting other 

car clubs starting May 15th.  The $25/car entry fee/donation will go to the Big Brothers and Big Sisters charity and 

includes two passes to the water park and 2 lunch passes, which must be used on the day of the event. 

I know it's a bit soon, but we have two special events coming up on the same day, July 31st, that we need to RSVPs  

early for, so I wanted to mention them this month.  For those who live near Port Ludlow and West, we will be  

participating in the Car Show at Port Ludlow Days.  If interested, please RSVP by 5/31/10 to Bob Olbrych at 

robert.olbrych@yahoo.com or (360) 437-7698 and see the registration form on our website at www.opr-pca.org.  For 
those who live closer to Gig Harbor, our Porsches will be the featured marque at this year's Cruise the Narrows Car 

Show at the Uptown Shopping Center in Gig Harbor.  Please RSVP by 6/30/10 to Brian Forde at  

opr-brian@live.com or (360) 692-2018 and mention your car's model.  We would like to have at least one of every   

Porsche model on  display in the Uptown court yard.  More details for these and other events can be found on page 

14 and/or our calendar page in the newsletter or on our website at www.opr-pca.org. 

The latest standings for the 2010 Member Participation Awards are as follows.  The top three woman are:  Barb  

Hanford (1st), Anna Hoey (2nd), and Debbie Raphael (3rd).  The top three men are: Bill Elwell (1st), Randy Baisden 

(2nd), and Kip Sparber (3rd).  The top board/chair member is Maryann Elwell, only one point ahead of Gloria  

Mellon.  Don't forget, Bill Elwell has a challenge for the men (non-board/chair members) - if you can beat him this 

year, he will treat you to a free dinner.   

Here's the list for earning points: 
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Porsches in the Desert 
by John James 

Students of history know that Dr. Ferdinand Porsche had a strong influence on the German Military machines  
that wrecked havoc on the North African Desert. This article is not about that part of the world's history, but about the 

vacation my wife, Susie and I had while vacationing in the Palm Springs area in late February/early March. Most folks 
believe that one goes to this desert area for the sunshine and golf. It is my duty to inform you that there are great auto 

activities in this area in case golf is not high on your list. 

First car activity is to hit downtown Palm Springs, sit at an outside cafe and watch the great wheels drive by.  In  
addition to a fair number of Porsches, I've seen "for real" Cobras, old and new Rollers and Bentleys, hot rods and for 

some reason a lot of 55 to 57 T-Birds not to mention hundreds of Harleys! While we were in downtown Palm Springs we 
enjoyed an evening with OPR's own snowbirds, Lori and Kurt Schneider, visited their new home and saw their latest  
acquisition in the Porsche family--a very nice early model Boxster with a rare yellow finish, matching mags and very 

low miles. Kurt invited me to join him at a concours the next Sunday at La Quinta for car activity number two.  

The concours is called the Desert Classic Concours d' Elegance and it was held at the La Quinta Resort and Golf Club. 
This was the third year for this event and the show is already gaining National attention. The setting  
was spectacular, the sky was blue, and there was a wide variety of vehicles on display. There were US  
manufactured Woodies, Duisenberg's, also Ferraris, Indy cars, several Porsches including two rare 550 Spyders and 
many other outstanding vehicles. Best of Show was won by 1930 Cadillac V16 Fleetwood Roadster, a magnificent motor 

car.  

The third car activity was the 3-day McCormick Auction held in old Palm Springs with over 500 cars being  
auctioned off. There was something for sale for every budget and almost any make. There were at least a dozen  
Porsches including not one but two 928's! And, they were both white! Some good deals were to be had on Boxsters and 

early 2000 911's! I had a bidder’s pass and waved it a few times and came very close to owning a 1963  
Studebaker Avanti. It was a near show car and had one owner the last thirty-six years.  It was quite attractive with its 
deep burgundy exterior and beige interior. It did not sell on the block and I could have purchased it post block but I  

didn't have a rational response to Susie's question--"What are you going to do with it?" Details!!  

I hope you enjoy the photos accompanying this article and make it a point to check out the nice color combo on Lori and 

Kurt's Boxster when they return to the Peninsula! 
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 8th Annual Olympic Peninsula PCA 

 Charity Show & Shine 
 Benefits Big Brothers Big Sisters of America 

     
 

Date:  Father’s Day, June 20, 2010 
 

Start Time:  9:30A – Meeting at Gig Harbor McDonalds Olympic Dr. Exit of HWY 16 at 8:00A.  Depart at 

8:30A to drive over as a group or meet at the Great Wolf Lodge. 
 

Location:  Great Wolf Lodge in Grand Mound (near Olympia) located at 20500 Old Highway 99 SW, just off 

I-5 exit 88 (for US Hwy 12 W). 
 

Space is Limited – Register Early to Reserve Your Spot 
 

Submit Registration Form below with $25/car entry fee to “OPR-PCA” or “Big Brothers Big Sisters of America” and mail to 
OPR-PCA, P.O. Box 3572, Silverdale, WA 98383-3572.  Everyone is encouraged to add an additional donation to your entry fee.   

Don’t forget to order event shirts by 5/20/10, payable to “OPR-PCA”.  All entry fees are a tax deductible donation to the Big 
Brothers Big Sisters of America and will include 2 free passes to the Great Wol f Lodge Indoor Water Park and 2 lunch passes  

donated by the Great Wol f Lodge.  No host beer and wine bar and BBQ lunch for additional participants available for purchase.  
Must RSVP to Bob Becken by 6/12/10 at 66stingray@wavecable.com or (360) 710-7666.  We will open up registration to other 

clubs 5/10/2010, so register and pay by then to guarantee your spot. 
 

People’s Choice trophies will be awarded for 1st , 2nd &  3rd Place. 
 

 

OPR-PCA June 20, 2010 Charity Show & Shine Registration Form - $25/Car Entry Fee 
 

Name: _______________________________________  Phone #: ________________________ 

Mens Event T-Shirt Qty:      _____ x $20 each Sizes (XS-XXXL):  ________________ 

Ladies Event T-Shirt Qty:    _____ x $20 each Sizes (XS-XXL):  _________________ 

Mens Event Tank Top Qty:  _____ x $20 each Sizes (XS-XXL):  _________________ 

Ladies Event Tank Top Qty: _____ x $20 each Sizes (XS-XXL):  _________________ 

E-mail:  ______________________________________________________________________ 

Address:  _____________________________________________________________________ 

#Cars ________ x $25    Car Model(s)____________________ Make(s):  __________________  Year(s):  ___________ 

Total Payment Enclosed for Entry Fees $ __________   and Event Shirts  $ _____________ 
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CAR SHOWS 2010 

 

May 8, Saturday Spring Fling Aberdeen Eagles 

May 22, Saturday Uptown Gig Harbor Susan B Komen   

May 29 Saturday, Kitsap Car Cruise Downtown Bremerton 

June 6 Sunday, Forest Festival Shelton 

June 19 Saturday Push Rods Riverside Run Hoquiam 

June 26 Saturday Rakers Summer Cruise, Port Townsend 

June 27 Sunday Classic & Antique Car Show Shelton 

July 4, Sunday Historics Porsche Corral Pacific Kent 

July 4 Sunday Bainbridge Island Car Show 

July 17 Saturday Elks Car Show Bremerton 

July 25 Sunday Porsches on the Pier Port Angeles 

July 31 Saturday Cruise the Narrows Gig Harbor 

August 8 Sunday The Cruz 2010 in Port Orchard 

August 21 Saturday Elks Cars show Aberdeen 

September 4 Saturday Fly –In & Car Show Bremerton 

Sep 25 Saturday Brownsville Appreciation Days Bremerton 

 

  Here is the tentative list of Car Shows for this year.  If 
you would like to attend any of them or all  

of them, please contact Brian Forde at  

opr-brian@live.com or call (360) 692-2018.  There 

will be reminders along the way so feel free to   

respond at the time you see them.  They are a lot of fun 
because everyone that comes loves cars.  You can’t beat   

that! 
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Welcome New OPR-PCA Members! 
  

 

Kjell & Julie Trettewick — Poulsbo 1984 Blue 911 

JR & Tina Leaman — Poulsbo 1989 Black 911 

Judy Walz — Sequim 2007 White Cayman 
 

Transfer In:    Jeffrey Chappell — Tacoma 2009 Silver Cayman S 

                                    Ron Field — Belfair 1977 Black 911S 

                           Dave & Lani Kish — Gig Harbor 1995 Red 968 

                    Jeb & Belinda Thornburg — Bainbridge 2005 Silver 911 

 

Auto Platz (Classifieds)   

  
  

  
  

  
 

 

 

 

FOR SALE: 1997 Zenith Blue Metallic/grey int. 993 coupe  65,000 miles, 9/10 
int. 9/10 ext., stock vario-ram engine, low ered with 19” chrome w heels, euro RS 
kit, turbo S fog lamps, litronic headlamps, beautiful car, runs great, never 
abused. Alex R. knows this car inside and out. $30,000 contact: Doug Wornell 
(253) 405-7367 or llenrow  @ comcast.net 

 

FOR SALE: 1996 Porsche 911 C2(993) Arena Red, Cabr io, 64k miles, new  
clutch, f lywheel, spark plugs and w ires, value cover gaskets, and fuel f ilter Runs 
great, looks great, 2nd ow ner car, all OEM, $31,500 (360)-460-7787 or  
jjnsequim@gmail.com 

FOR SALE: Fikse FM10 18x11 f inished, polished aluminum clear coat.  
Lightest, strongest w heels made for street or track. Were on my narrow  bodied 
1997-911 C2.  One has stress fracture that may not allow  it to be repaired and 
both have light curb rash hence the incredibly low  price for the pair $150. Call 
Bob (360) 297-3379 or email anchorchain@earthlink.net 

Wanted: Non stock 1980 924 w heels 15x6 or 16x6 w ith 5x130 lug pattern.   
Contact John at 914junkie@gmail.com 

FOR SALE: VERY RARE!!!  1997 Porsche 911 C4S, Speed Yellow w/Black 
Leather, 60,700 miles 6 spd trans, RSR Muffler,  Motor Speed Sound, 3M  
Clear Bra, RoW (Rest of World) M030 suspension, Cylinder head reworked  
including  improved valve guides and valves, Clutch replaced at 45K mi w ith 
Champion Motors modif ied dual mass clutch,  
Michelin Pilot Sprt Rib (replaced at 59K mi), BBS GT-
RS Black Diamond 18”  w heels : Front  
18x8, Rears 18x11.  Complete records, $44,000.    
Call Bob (360)  297-3379 or  email at  
anchorchain@earthlink.net. 

 

FOR SALE:  2001 Seal Gray 911C2  Tiptronic 73K 
miles.  Recent oil change and brakes.  Very nice 
car, sound engine. Can be seen and test driven at 
MAXRPM in Bremerton.  $25,500 Call Randy or 
Alex at (360)  373-6758 
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Other Zone 6 PCA Region and Car Events 2010: 
5/2 – SCCA Time Trials – Includes Performance Driving Experience, Club Trials & Time Trials at Bremerton Motorsports Park. 
5/15 – 10A–noon – PNWR Concours & Coffee - Concours Judges’ Class - Paul Risinger will discuss Parade Concours rules, how to judge, judging  

etiquette, guidelines, points and point deductions and more.  RSVP by 5/12/10 to Dennis Rood at Concours@pnwr.org or (425) 823-5944. 

5/15-16 – OR PCA Lapping Days – at Oregon Raceway Park, Grass Valley, OR.  Register by 5/8/10 at www.motorsportReg.com. 
5/21-23 – Inland Northwest PCA Yakima Valley Wine Country Tour.  Must RSVP by 4/30/10 to Ron Casavant (509) 845-1222, Herman Jackson  

(509) 627-6105, or Bill Addis (509) 627-2221.  For details and to make hotel reservations go to:  http://inwr.pca.org/. 

5/22 – 7A-5P – PNWR Driver Education Day held at Pacific Raceway in Kent.  P re-registration is required at www.pcapnwr.motorsportreg.com. 
5/28-30 – Vancouver Island Region Black Rock Charity Weekend.  $75/person fee plus cost of room at Black Rock Oceanfront Resort Hotel in  

Ucluelet, B.C. Benefits local Volunteer Fire Dept. Includes:  Friday night reception/bon fire, Sat. Show & Shine, BBQ lunch, Banquet dinner, door prizes, and 
Sun. farewell brunch.  Mail payment and registration form to Carolyn Hoare at carolynhoare@shaw.ca Room reservations contact Danielle Stothers, Black 

Rock Resort at dstothers@blackrockresort.com or call  (877) 762-5011. Note:  You need a valid US passport or acceptable travel identity documents. 

5/28-30 – 944 Cup/SCCA/J Tom Masterson Memorial Races at Pacific Raceways in Kent. 

5/28-31 Silver Sage PCA Bogus Basin Bacchanalia hill cross at the Bogus Basin Mountain Resort, 16 miles north of Boise, Idaho.  Details  www.ss.pca.org. 

5/29 – Kitsap Car Cruise in downtown Bremerton. Contact Brian Forde at opr-brian@live.com or (360) 692-2018. 
5/29 – 8A PNWR Autocross #3/Driver Skills at Bremerton Motorsports Park.  Register for Autocross at http://www.AutocrossScoreKeeper.com/Register/

pnwrpca or Drivers Skills at www.pcapnwr.motorsportreg.com. See www.pnwr.org for details. 
6/3-6 – OR PCA Northwest Passage Tour – starting at Bonneville Hot Springs Resort in North Bonneville, WA and ending at McKenzie Bridge, OR in the 
Cascades.  RSVP by 5/1/10 to James North at (503) 221- 6262 (work) or james.north@morganstanley.com.  Registration cost $625 per car for a maximum of  

2 occupants. Hotel reservations must be made separately, for details go to:  www.oregonpca.org. 

6/6-14 – Porsche 24-Hours of  Le Mans Tour.  For more information go to http://www.pca.org/Activities/TreffenTour.aspx. 

6/10 – 7A-5P – PNWR Driver Education Day held at Pacific Raceways in Kent.  P re-registration required at www.pcapnwr.motorsportreg.com. 

6/11-13 – Porsche Rose Cup Race at Portland International Raceway (PIR). 
6/11-21 – Porsche FUN! Alpine 4-Country Rally.  Stuttgart to Austria and Autobahn/Mountains.  More info http://www.pca.org/Activities/TreffenTour.aspx. 
6/12 – 8A PNWR Autocross #4/Woman’s Driver Skills at Bremerton Motorsports Park.  Register for Autocross at http://www.AutocrossScoreKeeper.com/

Register/pnwrpca or Drivers Skills at www.pcapnwr.motorsportreg.com. See www.pnwr.org for details. 

6/17 – OR PCA High Performance Drivers Ed – at Portland International Raceway.  Register by 6/10/10 at www.motorsportReg.com. 
6/26-27 – INW PCA Can-Am Drive - This is the famous Selkirk Loop drive thru Cascades and on up to Nelson, BC, Canada.  Overnight stay at the  

Ainsworth Hot Springs.  See http://inwr.pca.org/Home.aspx. Note:  You need a valid US passport or acceptable travel identity documents. 

 

(continued from page 8) 

synthetic at all.  This suggests that there is real value for some 

customers in products like Redline which use 100% ester  
synthetic base stock along with a high quality additive  

package. 

What viscosity oil should I use?  The general rule is to check 
the owner’s manual and use what they recommend.  Virtually 

all new cars in the US now come with 5W-30 or 10W-30.  

These thinner oils give slightly better gas mileage and flow 
better with the tight bearing tolerances in today’s engines.  

Where thicker oils come in handy is for older cars with lots of 

miles on the engine.  The oil pressure will tend to drop with 

age.  Thicker oil will keep the pressure up. 

How often should I change the oil?  This is a tough one for me.  

I change my oil every 5,000 miles.  Alex at MAXRPM  
recommends a 5,000 mile oil change interval.  But as we all  

know, manufacturer have extended their recommended oil 

change intervals to 10,000 miles or more.  Many speculate that 
the increase in this interval is due to the fact that many  

companies are giving you regular maintenance as part of the 

purchase price.  Fewer oil changes, more profit .  I don’t have 
much hard data here.  Here is what I do know.  The ONLY 

way you can tell for sure if your oil needs to be changed is to 
take a sample and have it  tested.  Since almost nobody does 

that, any other system is a guess.  One thing that everyone 

seems to agree on is that a 3,000 mile change interval in  
unnecessarily low.  So, on the one hand, you simply change it 

every 5,000 and you’d be safe.  But there’s no data that I could 

find to tell me that following the manufacturer’s recommended 

change interval wouldn’t be safe.  As before, if in doubt  

consult  the owner’s manual. 

There are lots of myths out there.  I’m about out of space so 
I’ll only touch on a few.  Some say that synthetics make your 

seals swell too much/too litt le.  There’s stuff in the additive 

package of most oils to regulate the swelling of the engine 
seals.  Seems that early synthetics had a problem with that.  

Not anymore.  Others say that you can’t break in an engine 

with synthetic, it’s too slippery.  Apparently not the case as 
many new cars come with synthetic in the crank case.  Some 

say that you can’t mix regular and synthetic oil.  Not  

true. Shoot, many oils that are labeled as synthetic are actually 

blends of regular and synthetic. 

That 's it  for this issue.  Thanks for reading and you can write 

me at  billelwell@hotmail.com.   
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2010 Olympic Peninsula Region Calendar 
 

May 2010May 2010May 2010May 2010    
12th – 6:30P/7:00P – Dinner/Member & Board Meeting at the Airport Diner located at 8830 Highway 3 SW (Bremerton  Airport). 

15th – 9A – Armed Forces Day Parade in Bremerton with a potluck lunch to follow around noon at the Mellon's house in Bremerton.  
Bring a side dish or dessert and something to grill.  Details will be provided on time to line up for parade and meet at MAXRPM, once 

we know our place in line.  RSVP for Parade and/or lunch to Maryann Elwell at maelwell@centurytel.net or (253) 853-4003 by 5/5/10. 

16th – 9:30A Tour to Olympia with Ramblin' Jacks BBQ lunch of Pulled Pork and Beef Brisket and hosted by Rick & Linda Black at 

their house in Olympia.  Meet at 9:30A in the parking lot at Bremerton Airport Diner located at 8830 Highway 3 SW . Depart 9:45A. 
There will be pick up points in the Belfai r & Shelton areas.  Details to follow.  Rick & Linda will supply a scrumptious BBQ lunch, 

sides and water/soft drinks.  BYOB for anything else.  Must RSVP to Rick at whooshc4s@comcast.net by 5/5/10 for planning food. 

22nd – 7A – Uptown Car Show in Gig Harbor. Proceeds to Susan G. Komen Cure for Breast Cancer.  Meet at 7A at the Gig Harbor 

McDonalds Olympic Drive off Hwy 16.  RSVP to John James by 5/10/10 at jcjcarrera@comcast.net or (253) 265-2500. 

June 2010June 2010June 2010June 2010    
9th – 6:30P/7:00P – Dinner/Member & Board Meeting.  Location TBD. 

12th – 11:30A – LeMay Car Museum Tour – We will tour the rarely seen collection at the LeMay residence in additi on to the  

Museum at Marymount.  Meet at Gig Harbor McDonalds at 11:30A to eat lunch first.  Depart at 12:15P for the museum.  If needed we 
will pick up anyone from the other side of Tacoma Narrows bridge, let John know when you RSVP to stop at the Puyallup McDonalds 

just off Hwy 512 enroute. Cost is $25/person as a donation to benefit the museum.  RSVP to John James at by 5/31/10 at  

jcjcarrera@comcast.net or (253) 265-2500. 

15th – July/August Nor’Wester Deadline - Newsletter articles, photos, ads due. E-mail to Gloria Mellon at geesluwez@comcast.net. 

20th – 9:30A-3P – Great Wolf Charity Show & Shine – Meeting at Gig Harbor McDonalds (Olympic Dr.) at 8A.  Depart at 8:30A to 

drive over as a group or meet at the Great Wolf Lodge at 9:30A.  Benefits Big Brothers Big Sisters of America.  Print Registration Form 
from the website www.opr-pca.org  fill out and send payment of $25/car or more if you desire, made out to "OPR-PCA" and mail to 

OPR-PCA, P.O. Box 3572, Silverdale, WA 98383-3572.  Includes 2 free water park passes for the day and 2 lunch passes per car entry  

(see their website:  http://www.greatwolf.com).   

27th – 7A – Classic & Antique Car Show – in Shelton.  Classic Hot Rods, Antiques, and Motorcycles will be on display.  If you have a 
classic 356, 911 or 912 this is the car show for you.  Followed by picnic at 3:30P at John & Susie James’ Mason Lake cabin.  RSVP for 

car show and/or picnic with side dish/dessert you plan to bring by 6/15/10 to John at 253-265-2500 or by e-mail jcjcarrera@comcast.net. 

July 2010July 2010July 2010July 2010    
2nd-4th – 9A – SOVREN Pacific NW Historics Races & Car Corral at Paci fic Raceways in Kent, gates open at 8:30A.  We need a 
volunteer to organize this event, contact Maryann Elwell ASAP at maelwell@centurytel.net or (253) 853-4003 to volunteer.  Most 

members are planning to attend on Sunday, but Corral will be set up all three days.  To participate in the Corral and track laps, attendees  
must pre-register by providing payment for tickets (cash or checks written to “OPR-PCA”) by 6/2/09 to OPR-PCA, P.O. Box 3572, 

Silverdale, WA 98383-3572.  Adults:  $25 one-day pass Friday, Saturday or Sunday, $40 multiple day pass; Children age 7 - 16:  $5 per 

day; age 6 and under are free.  Proceeds benefit uncompensat ed care at Children’s Hospital & Regional Hospital Center in Seattle. 

3rd-9t h – Porsche Parade 2010.  Will take place at the Pheasant Run Resort in St. Charles, Illinois. Details at http://parade2010.pca.org 

14th – 6:30P/7:00P – Dinner/Member & Board Meeting at TBD. 

17th – 7A – Bremerton Elks Car Show – Please RSVP by 7/5/10 to Gloria Mellon at geesluwez@comcast.net or 360-405-0211. 

24th – Overnight in Port Angeles –A block of Queen rooms are being held at the Days Inn (1510 E. Front St.) Port Angeles for those 
who want to stay over the night before Porsches on the Pier. If there's enough interest, we plan to attend the drag races in Forks or a 

drive up to Hurricane Ridge in the  Olympic National Park ($15 fee per car) around 2P on Saturday.  Mention Porsche Club when you 

make room reservation before 7/16/10 to guarantee rate of $108+tax.  at (360) 452-4015.  See their website at http://www.daysinn.com. 

24th – 6P Dinner – Dinner at the Downrigger's Restaurant overlooking the water 115 E Railroad Ave, Port Angeles, WA 98362. Phone:  

360-452-2700. Please RSVP to Kurt by 7/22/10 at kurtschneider@olypen.com (preferred) or (360) 808-2200  

25th – 11A Porsches on the Pier in Port Angeles – Meet 9:15A at the Poulsbo McDonalds (20533 Viking Ave.) or 10:30AM at the 
Port Angeles McDonalds (1706 E Front St./Hwy 101) to drive to the Pier for car show.  After the car show, join us for an Ice Cream 

Sundae party at the Kurt & Lori Schneider's house in PA.  RSVP to Kurt by 7/19/09 at kurtschneider@olypen.com (preferred) or (360) 
808-2200.  Don’t forget to order an event T-shirt or tank top by 6/25/10 through our Goodie Store for $20 each, contact Jon Wyman 

with quantity at (440) 463-1978 or e-mail to jwyman@cascadi aint.com.  We must receive your payment by 6/25/10 to “OPR-PCA” at 

P.O. Box 3572, Silverdale, WA 98383-3572. 

31st– 8A-2P – Cruise the Narrows Car Show - at Uptown Shopping Center in Gig Harbor.  This year our Porsches will be the featured 
cars on display in the court yard up front, so we’d like to get as many participants as possible.  Meeting at 7:15A at the Gig Harbor 

McDonalds (Olympic Drive exit of Hwy 16).  For more info. go to their website at http://www.gigharborcruisers.org.  For planning the 

car layout in the court yard, must RSVP by 6/30/10 to Brian Forde at opr-brian@live.com or (360) 692-2018. 

31st – 9A–5P Port Ludlow Car Show.  Held at the Port Ludlow Marina in concert with Port Ludlow Days. The event includes a gol f 
tournament, sailboat races, fly fishing demonstrations, art exhibits, a wine & beer garden, and food vendors.  For more details and to 

RSVP by 5/31/10 contact Bob Olbrych at robert.olbrych@yahoo.com or 360-437-7698. 
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Goodie Store Coordinator  JON WYMAN  

Catalogs available  

at jonathan911sc@hotmailcom   

 

OPR Pins $10 each 
 

T-shirts and Tank 

Tops  

w/logo  $20 each 
 

Coffee Mugs  

$10 each 
 

Hats $20 each 

Nothing like a nice tail to end the newsletter for this month, thanks Steve & Debi Wood! 
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OLYMPIC PENINSULA REGION PORSCHE CLUB 
P.O . BOX 3572 

SILVERDALE, WA 98383-3572 


